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‘Ireland 2040’ – The National Planning Framework – 

Public Consultation Document 

25th October 2017 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

FOR DECISION 

 
 

 

1.0 Background 
   
1.1   The Irish Government published its final draft National Planning Framework 

“Ireland 2040” on 26th September 2017 for public consultation.  
 

1.2 The framework aims to guide national, regional and local planning opportunities 
throughout the country. The Plan focuses on growing Ireland’s regions – its 
cities, towns, villages and rural fabric – as well as building more accessible urban 
centres of scale. It also seeks to provide better outcomes for communities and 
the environment, “through more effective and coordinated planning, investment 
and delivery”. 
 

1.3 The framework will specifically address;- 

 The role of Cities and Towns; 

 The potential of Regions; 

 Rural Development; 

 Providing a better quality of life for people and communities; 

 Provision of homes to meet future needs; 

 Coastal and marine areas; 

 Co-ordination of place making with neighbours; 

 The role of planning in responding to climate change; and 

 The context for future infrastructural investment. 
 

1.4 The Map attached (at Appendix 1) shows that Donegal County Council (DCC) 
lies within the Northern & Western Regional Assembly, as identified in the draft 
Plan.  

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 

Strategic Theme             Outcomes 

Leader and 

Champion 

 

 

 We will establish key relationships with Government 

agencies and potential strategic partners in Northern Ireland 

and external to it which helps us to deliver our vision for this 

Council area. 

Lead Officer Principal Planning Officer/Local Development Plan Manager 

Cost:  N/A 
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1.5 DCC is one of this Borough’s four adjoining councils; having a common water 

body (Lough Foyle) and a ferry crossing (Magilligan to Greencastle). As such, 
Council’s Planning Section has been liaising with DCC throughout our Local 
Development Plan process. A response to the Draft County Donegal 
Development Plan 2018-2024 issued on 1st September 2017, on behalf of 
Council, as was agreed at the June 2017 Planning Committee (see response 
attached at Appendix 2). 
 

1.6 The cross-boundary implications of this draft Plan on our Borough need to be 
considered. 
 

1.7   The consultation period ends at noon on Friday 3rd November 2017.  
 

 
2.0 Recommendation 
 
2.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that Members agree to the Head of Planning issuing a 

response to the final draft “Ireland 2040” consultation document on behalf of 
Council. 

 
 
Appendices: 
 
Appendix 1: Map – Regional Assemblies in Ireland. 
Appendix 2: Council’s response to the Draft County Donegal Development Plan 2018-
2024. 
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