
 

 

 

1. Department for Social Development – Budgetary Position for 2015/16 

 Correspondence has been received from the Minister, as follows: 

 

 

Causeway Coast & Glens  

District Council 
To:      Shadow Council                                   Date:    26th March 2015 

 

Correspondence report 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2. Children’s Play Policy Forum 

Information received from the Children’s Play Forum is attached. 

 



Children’s  
Play Policy  

Forum 

Media release  

Embargoed until 00.01 Thursday 19 March 2015 

NATIONAL CHILDREN’S BODY CALLS FOR ALL POLITICAL PARTIES 
TO INVEST IN COST-EFFECTIVE SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN’S PLAY 

The UK’s Children’s Play Policy Forum is calling for all UK political parties to invest in 
children’s play because of the proven benefits to children, families and communities.  

’Four asks for play’ calls on the UK Government to:  

1. Recognise the need for play before school, during play/break times and after 
school hours 

2. Extend the existing Department of Health-funded programme supporting 
regular sessional road closures in residential streets in England to every 
major city in the UK 

3. Invest in a programme focusing on disadvantaged communities to encourage 
appropriate play in public space, while reducing neighbourhood conflict and 
the resulting pressure on police time 

4. Provide support for staffed play provision to test innovative community-based 
health and well-being initiatives. 

Investing in the ‘Four asks for play’ will result in improvements in children’s health 
and wellbeing, the Children’s Play Policy Forum says, and hence a reduction in the 
pressures on the National Health Service and the public purse.  

Studies show that the long-term health benefits of playing include boosting physical 
activity levels which helps to tackle child obesity, and supporting children to become 
more resilient. Play initiatives also benefit the wider community by encouraging 
neighbourliness and improved community cohesion.*  

Robin Sutcliffe, Chair of the Children’s Play Policy Forum said:  

‘We know that playing provides immediate and long-term benefits to children, young 
people and the wider community. We all have a responsibility to ensure children 
have opportunities to play in their communities. We are calling on all political parties 
to provide for play initiatives across the UK – the level of investment needed would 
be relatively modest yet extremely cost-effective.’ 

Northern Ireland’s representative on the Children’s Play Policy Forum and PlayBoard 
NI Chief Executive Jacqueline O’Loughlin said: 

‘Play is a critical part of our children lives, helping to deliver a wide range of benefits 
which support positive growth and development.  Through ‘Four asks for Play’ we are 
calling on all political parties to include an explicit reference to the importance of play 



within their manifestos either with play as a policy in its own right or as a strand 
within an existing policy.”  Jacqueline continued ‘It is my firm belief that fulfilment of 
the ‘Four asks for play’ has the potential to make a significant difference to the lives 
of children, young people and indeed the wider community.’ 

 

– ENDS –   

 

Notes for editors  

For more information or if you have any media queries please contact: 
 
Play England/UK – Carmen de Silva: csilva@playengland.net / 07775 830740 
Play Wales – Angharad Wyn Jones: info@playwales.org.uk / 029 2048 6050 
PlayBoard Northern Ireland – Susan Kehoe: susan.kehoe@playboard.co.uk / 028 
90803380 
Play Scotland – Sharon McCluskie: SharonMcCluskie@playscotland.org / 131 440 
9070 
 
The ‘Four asks – for play, for health, for children, for everyone’ is also available at: 
www.playwales.org.uk/eng/playpolicyforum 

About the Children’s Play Policy Forum 
The Children’s Play Policy Forum promotes the importance of children’s play and 
argues for high-quality, inclusive play provision. It works with devolved, national and 
local government; and the voluntary, public and private sectors throughout the United 
Kingdom. 

The Forum is a cross-sector grouping of leading organisations with an interest in 
children’s play. Members include: Play England, PlayBoard Northern Ireland, Play 
Scotland, Play Wales, Fields in Trust, Association of Play Industries, Kids, London 
Play, SkillsActive and Black Voices Network. 
 
Supporting evidence/research  
* The Play Return: A review of the wider impact of play initiatives shows how 
investing in play improves the health, wellbeing, social and educational development 
of children; and also supports families and communities The Children’s Play Policy 
Forum commissioned independent researcher and former government adviser Tim 
Gill to carry out the work in 2014. The review is available at: 
www.playwales.org.uk/eng/playpolicyforum  
 
For more information about the Department of Health funded street play project visit: 

http://www.playengland.org.uk/streetplay  
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In parks and public play space: 
Investment programme focusing on disadvantaged 
communities to encourage appropriate play in public 
space, while reducing neighbourhood conflict and the 
resulting pressure on police time. Delivered through a 
partnership of local authorities, play providers, crime 
prevention agencies and neighbourhood mediation 
services.

In staffed play services: Support for 
staffed provision to test social prescription models 
with health agencies. Develop ‘Parents 4 Play’ 
programme in partnership with registered social 
landlords so that play projects in disadvantaged areas 
can run practical ideas sessions on active, creative 
play for local parents to encourage volunteering, social 
action and asset-based community development.

In schools: Recognition by UK Government 
and regulatory authorities – and their equivalents 
in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland – for the 
need for play before school, during play/break times 
and after school hours. This would involve playtime 
support including training and awareness-raising for 
school staff and parents, coupled with the provision of 
suitable equipment and materials for active, creative 
play. 

In streets: development of existing Dept of 
Health-funded programme in England supporting 
regular sessional road closures in residential streets 
– extended to every major city in the UK, with an 
additional focus on streets around schools, and 
linked to active travel policies.  Support parents 
and residents by reducing red-tape around traffic 
regulations, consultation, insurance etc.

Based on the evidence, decision makers can be 
confident that investing in these asks will result in 
improvements in children’s health and well being, 
and hence a reduction in the pressures on the 
National Health Service and the public purse. What 
is more, the level of investment needed would be 
modest and cost-effective. 
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for play, for health, 
for children, for everyone

Every parent knows that playing is good for children. 
And there is a growing body of solid evidence of the long-term benefits. 
Studies show that play projects:

•  Are just as effective as sport and PE programmes in boosting physical activity levels 
and hence helping to tackle child obesity;

•  Support children to become more resilient through the development of their 
emotional and social self-management skills;

•  Provide powerful opportunities for children to engage positively with their school and 
the wider community, and with nature and the environment;

•  Encourage neighbourliness, volunteering and social action, and improve community 
cohesion.

The Children’s Play Policy Forum is calling on all political parties to support the following set of initiatives:

Members of the Forum include:
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About the Children’s Play Policy Forum
The Children’s Play Policy Forum works 
to advocate for, promote and increase the 
understanding of the importance of children’s 
play and quality, inclusive play provision by 
working with devolved, national and 
local government; and the voluntary, 
public and private sectors throughout 
the United Kingdom.
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