
Coleraine Town Centre
Masterplan

Executive Summary

The success of the Coleraine Town Centre 
Masterplan is reliant on the continued input 
of all those with an interest in the Town.  
To find out more you can download the 
Coleraine Town Centre Masterplan report, 
free of charge, from the Department for 
Social Development’s website.
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SHARED VISION

Coleraine has had a long history of 
settlement which has shaped a diverse 
cultural and architectural heritage.  
Now a major commercial centre, 
Coleraine’s regional significance is 
reinforced by its designation as a 
major growth area in the Northern 
Ireland Development Strategy.

The  Coleraine  Town  Centre 
Masterplan sets out the framework 
within which the Town can grow over 
the next 15 years.  

1. Realising Opportunities
Utilising an array of opportunity sites to improve connectivity within the Town 
Centre and realise new development potential at key locations

2. Town Centre Diversi�cation
Strengthening Coleraine Town Centre by safeguarding existing businesses and 
promoting new opportunities to meet growing employment and residential needs

3. Increasing Competitiveness
Attracting inward investment and creating conditions to enable sustained economic 
growth

4. Improving Environmental Quality
Improving the environmental quality of key routes within Coleraine to create a 
permeable network of legible streets and dedicated pedestrian routes

As well as identifying new 
development opportunities, the 
Masterplan includes improvements 
to existing spaces and buildings, 
including  innovative solutions that 
will help both pedestrians and road 
users to move around the Town in 
a more efficient manner.  Key to 
the Masterplan is the underlying  
principle of ‘consolidation’, to ensure 
that existing businesses are fully 
supported and complemented by a 
suite of initiatives that seek to realise 
the shared vision and accompanying 
aims and objectives.
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5. Enhanced Movement Network
Addressing the challenges presented by Coleraine’s road network, forging dedicated 
pedestrian and cycle connections and promotion of smarter travel choices

6. Embracing Natural Assets
Strengthening Coleraine’s historic relationship with the River Bann and establishing 
the Lodge Burn as a ‘green corridor’

7. Cultural Destination
Securing the future cultural o�er and encouraging the on-going revitalisation of 
Coleraine Town Centre as a premier culture, arts and entertainment destination

8. Strengthening Wider Links
Strenthening existing connections and relationships with the University of Ulster, 
sports facilities at Rugby Avenue and the historic Mountsandel site

Coleraine Town Centre will sustainably develop into a leading historic and cultural 
destination by drawing on its plantation origins and deep rooted Mesolithic 
connections associated with the archaeological site of Mountsandel.

It’s diverse range of services, underpinned by a state of the art IT network and 
strengthened University presence, will complement the existing strong retail 
core and establish Coleraine as a highly competitive location.

Well designed pedestrian routes, streets and spaces, that embrace the River Bann 
creating a distinctive waterfront, will ensure good connections throughout the 
town centre and adjoining residential neighbourhoods.

“

“

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

INTRODUCTION AND CONCEPT
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MASTERPLAN PROPOSALS
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Underpinning existing businesses and
creating a thriving mixed use Town Centre“

“

To this end, a strong and more direct mixed 
use corridor is proposed between Kingsgate 
Street and the repositioned railway station 
entrance.  Retail uses dominate the ground 
floor units of properties along this route 
providing increased animation, while a mix 
of office and residential units would occupy 
upper floors.

Complementing  Coleraine’s  strong retail 
base with a  diverse range of  uses  through 
the utilisation of redevelopment sites, 
improvements to the  public realm,  new 
car parking  solutions and the promotion of 
extended uses at key locations will also help 
its evening economy.

COLERAINE TOWN CENTRE MASTERPLAN

RETAIL CORE AND RAILWAY STATION
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Since its origins, Coleraine has benefitted 
from an illustrious relationship with the 
River Bann.  Amounting to approximately 
twenty miles of coastline and thirty miles 
of navigable river, Coleraine Borough has a 
wealth of natural and man-made recreation 
and sporting facilities. 

The Masterplan places emphasis on the River 
Bann as a key driver in relation to Coleraine’s 
future economic, cultural, tourism and 
leisure opportunities. 

“

A new marina, located in close proximity to 
the Town Centre, is a key catalytic initiative in 
this area.  A range of opportunities are also 
proposed in the Waterside area including 
start-up business units and mixed use 
development with integrated car parking.  
High quality public realm along key routes 
will also strengthen the relationship between 
this historic area and the retail core.   

NORTH WATERFRONT AND WATERSIDE

Within the southern extents of Coleraine, 
the Masterplan proposes a comprehensive 
network of pedestrian and cycling routes 
connecting the Town  Centre  to community 
facilities, employment centres and key 
tourist destinations.  

Continuous pedestrian access south along 
the banks of the River Bann, would also 
strengthen Coleraine’s relationship with the 
historic site of Mountsandel.  Opportunities 
to access this corridor at various points would 
enable surrounding residential communities 
to utilise this route for recreational purposes, 
safer routes to schools or accessing the Town 
Centre. 
 
The Council is facilitating and progressing 
with a collaborative initiative for a 
‘Regional Centre of Sporting Excellence’ at 
Rugby Avenue.  A leisure component to 
complement this is being explored.  The 
Masterplan supports this initiative and has 
placed emphasis on forging new pedestrian 
and cycling connections to this facility. 

WIDER CONNECTIONS

Creating a premier Town Centre 
Waterfront of International Quality

“

“ Connecting the Town Centre with  
Coleraine’s employment bases, community

stadium and historic past

“

MASTERPLAN PROPOSALS

MASTERPLAN PROPOSALS
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  The delivery of the Masterplan will require a 
co-ordinated yet flexible approach to ensure 
individual projects and aspirations can be 
achieved. Successful delivery will  require  
clarity on the roles and responsibilities  of 
the various representatives within the group.  
It will be necessary to establish individual 
project working teams to deliver the various 
actions contained within the Plan.  These 
project teams may consist of all members of 
the Town Centre Advisory Group or selected 
members assisted by co-opted individuals 
depending on the specific action.  

This approach will ensure that the Masterplan 
will be adaptable to future changes both in 
market conditions and with any government 
restructuring.  Wide participation from 
stakeholders needs to be encouraged so 
that a range of skills, expertise and advice 
can be drawn upon for delivery.  

ACTION PLAN FOR DELIVERY

ACTION PLAN FOR DELIVERY
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