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1.0 Purpose of Report

1.1 To present details of published Northern Ireland and Borough ‘Heritage at 
Risk’ statistics.  

2.0 Background 

2.1 The Ulster Architectural Heritage (UAH) Society wrote to the Council on 22nd

February 2023 to advise of the current heritage at risk statistics for the Borough 
and Northern Ireland.   

2.2 The ‘Heritage at Risk’ (HARNI) project is a partnership between UAH and the 
Department for Communities: Historic Environment Division (HED). The 
primary aims of the HARNI project are to record architecturally and historically 
important buildings that appear to be at risk, and act as a catalyst for 
conservation and re-use of built heritage at risk. 

2.3 Since 1993, UAH and HED have, through the Heritage at Risk Project, provided 
help and advice for existing owners who may wish to engage upon a suitable 
scheme of maintenance; and offer assistance to potential owners that may be 
interested in restoring a building at risk. 

Heritage at Risk in the Causeway Coast and Glens Borough 

2.4 The excel spreadsheet (attached at Appendix 2) contains a list of all the 
structures within the Borough that are deemed ‘at risk’. Worksheets within the 
spreadsheet contain further details of the buildings saved, demolished and 
those added to the list within the last financial year. 

2.5 Appendix 3 gives a general breakdown of the statistics in this Borough and sets 
out where the Council area sits overall when compared to other NI councils. 

2.6 The UAH has advised that, within this Borough, the two main areas of concern 
are Ballycastle and Bushmills where there is a high concentration of buildings 
‘at risk’. Additionally, listed rural vernacular cottages are widely distributed 
throughout the Borough and a large number of these are considered to be ‘at 
risk’. Issues of vacancy, unmaintained buildings and dereliction is a Northern 
Ireland wide problem, but the UAH do acknowledge some projects in the 
pipeline in Bushmills, which are funded through the Architectural Heritage Fund 
and PEACE IV. 

2.7 The Department for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) 
releases official (province-wide only) statistics in its annual “Northern Ireland 
Environmental Statistics Report”. Their 2022 report is attached at Appendix 4. 

3.0 Financial Implications

3.1 Any action arising from this would be considered normal business and within 
the planning budget. 

4.0 Other Implications 



4.1 Impact on resources: given limited resources any action would be limited to 
high-priority listed building cases only. 

5.0 Recommendation 
5.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that Members note the contents of the attached report.

Appendices:  

Appendix 1: E-mail from UAH to Council re Heritage at Risk Statistics. 
Appendix 2: Detailed Heritage at Risk Statistics for CC&GBC Area. 
Appendix 3: Heritage at Risk Statistics for CC&GBC Area & NI Generally. 
Appendix 4: DAERA NI Environmental Statistics Report (2022). 



From: Sebastian Graham < >  
Sent: 22 February 2023 14:27 
To: Sharon Mulhern <  
Subject: Heritage at Risk Causeway Coast and Glens 
 

Hi Sharon, I hope you are well. 
 
I am just passing you details of the current heritage at risk statistics for the Causeway Coast 
and Glens District Council Area. The Heritage at Risk (HARNI) project, is a partnership 
between Ulster Architectural Heritage (UAH) and the Department for Communities: Historic 
Environment Division (DfC:HED).  The primary aims of the HARNI project are to record 
architecturally and historically important buildings that appear to be at risk,  and act as a 
catalyst for conservation and re-use of built heritage at risk. Since 1993, UAH and HED have 
through the Heritage at Risk project, provided help and advice for existing owners who may 
wish to engage upon a suitable scheme of maintenance; and offer assistance to potential 
owners that may be interested in restoring a building at risk. 
 
I have attached an excel spreadsheet which contains a list of all the structures deemed at 
risk with worksheets containing the buildings saved, demolished and those added in the last 
financial year.  
 
I have also attached a word document with a general breakdown of the statistics in the 
council area and where Causeway Cast and Glens sits overall compared with other councils. 
The two main areas of concern are Ballycastle and Bushmills where there is a high 
concentration of buildings at risk. Additionally, listed rural vernacular cottages are widely 
distributed throughout the council area and a large number are at risk. Issues of vacancy, 
unmaintained buildings and dereliction is a Northern Ireland wide problem, but it is good to 
see some projects in the pipeline in Bushmills, through the Architectural Heritage Fund and 
PEACE IV. 
 
If you want further clarification on the statistics please let me know. Official statistics are 
released yearly on the environmental statitics report, although it goes into no detail into 
individual councils.  
 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/ni-environmental-
statistics-report-2022.pdf p.57 
 
Thanks 
 
Sebastian Graham 
Heritage Projects Officer 
  
Ulster Architectural Heritage   
Old Museum Building 
7 College Square North 
Belfast 
BT1 6AR 
  
T: 02890 550 213 



M:  
E:  
W: ulsterarchitecturalheritage.org.uk 
  
Follow Us on Facebook, Twitter, Flickr and You Tube! 

 
Promoting the value of our historic built environment; encouraging its protection, 
conservation and regeneration for the benefit of people and their communities. 
  
Ulster Architectural Heritage is the trading name of Ulster Architectural Heritage Society. NI 
Charity Commission No: NIC101510 | Company Reg No. NI 35582 Registered office, as above. 
  
This e-mail, and any attachment, is confidential. If you have received it in error, please delete it 
from your system, do not use or disclose the information on it in any way, and notify me 
immediately. The contents of this message may contain personal views which are not the views of 
the UAHS. 
 
 



HB ReferenceGrade SMRNo HARNI ReferenceType Address Date Added Thatch Updated description Local Authority Conservation Area or ATCDEA Area of Deprivation

HB02- SMRSMR LDY 009:04802/11/004 MonumentTrainer Dome, Ballykelly, Dowland Road, BT49 0HR26/04/2021 No The trainer dome at Artikelly airfield was used to train flight bombers and gunners during WW2. Warfare conditions were simulated and projected onto the curved surface to imitate conditions to test accuracy. There are currently only six such structures in the UK.  The building is constructed of a thin layer of reinforced concrete. It is noted that the building appears in a fair condition from the outside, but the inside is in a poor condition with render failing and the steel structure exposed. There are plans to transform the dome into a new events space.  CC&G No Limavady No

HB02/01/001SMR LDY 015:02402/01/001 MonumentGraveyard Dunlade Road Eglinton Co Londonderry BT47 3EF07/08/2007 No Townland:FAUGHANVALECC&G No Benbradagh Yes
HB02/03/034 CB+ 02/03/001 Mill Dromore Mills, 64 Baranailt Road, Limavady, BT49 9HN23/06/2022 No This is the lower portion of a large mill complex, located approximately 5km west of the town centre of Limavady, off a laneway on the south-east side of Baranailt Road. It consists of several buildings which are located on the N side of the Mill Pond; a two-storey block comprising a store, kiln, corn mill, porch, seed house, and three out-buildings. Architecturally, its style is typical of the many water-powered flax and corn mills which were operational in the Ulster countryside during the 19th and early 20th centuries.CC&G No Benbradagh Yes

HB02/09/006B2 02/09/005 School Bellarena School 260 Seacoast Road Bellarena Limavady Co Londonderry, BT49 0JB30/03/2021 No A B2 listed former school in the T plan built of basalt with a steep slated pitched roof. To the rear is a modern extension and the interior has been altered to some degree also. However, this is a charming building in a rural se�ng surrounded by trees. To the centre of the gable facing the road is a sandstone carved datestone with ini�als “F.W.H , M.A.H 1861”. The ini�als are for Sir Frederick William Heygate 2nd Baronet and his wife Mary Ann Heygate. CC&G No Limavady No

HB02/09/026B1 02/09/004 House Thatched House.The CastleCurragh RoadMagilligan, BT49 0LE22/05/2017 Yes A single storey thatched house five bays long, direct entry, with back door opposite. Basalt built and pointed, originally gable hearth then extended. One of the last two thatched houses with marram grass roof in Northern Ireland. Situated in a historic and picturesque situation it has been unoccupied for a number of years and is now in a very vulnerable condition.CC&G No Limavady No

HB02/09/032B2 02/09/006 House The Ferns (Formerly Umbra) 635 Seacoast Road Magilligan Limavady Co Londonderry BT49 0LH26/04/2021 No  A narrow single-storey house, five bays long with a shorter house of four bays behind, in impressive woodland surroundings. Walls are roughcast render while the outbuildings are built of basalt. To the middle there is a gable facing north west which has a curly bargeboard with ver�cal finials facing down. Windows are canted to the le�- and right-hand sides while those to the middle are rectangular with a moulded eyebrow above. To the central gable there is a “tripar�te window with round heads, the centre light is higher than the others in the manner of a Vene�an window.”   CC&G No Limavady No

HB02/09/045B1 02/09/003 House Thatched House 360 Seacoast Road Magilligan Limavady Co Londonderry BT49 0LA30/01/2015 Yes Good example of a small late Georgian vernacular thatched house. Six bay long basalt built with gabled ends, three chimneys and jamb wall entry. Part of the roof has collapsed and a structural engineer has deemed the property structurally unsafe and dangerous to live in. It is important that these problems be addressed soon before the property deteriorates any further. The cottage has been subject to much deterioration over the last 12 months due to inclement weather and the increase in storm events of the fragile materials. Work has commenced in the repair of the cottage which has been supported by the Department for Communities: Historic Environment Division's Historic Environment Repair aid.CC&G No Limavady No

HB02/10/001 BB1 02/10/003 MonumentCather Vault Ballykelly Old Graveyard, Walworth Road Ballykelly Limavady Co Londonderry BT49 9JU06/02/2008 No A fine late Georgian neo-classical mausoleum in ashlar sandstone with good classical detail and bold propor�ons of na�onal and local historic interest as the Cathers were an old planta�on family. Thought to have been built around 1800 according to the lis�ng record,  however Rowan states that it was built in 1849 but a plaque on the structure states that it was ‘renovated’ in that year. The mausoleum is now looking somewhat the worse for wear, with end of life rendering missing in places, rampant vegeta�on growth and, perhaps more worryingly, cracking indica�ng some dislodgement of the corner sculpted acroteria. Minor conserva�on works have been carried out within the scheduled Walworth Graveyard and safeguarding of stone material associated with the Old Church, however the mausoleum is now in need of a conserva�on management scheme.CC&G No Benbradagh Yes

HB02/10/014 AB2 02/10/001 MonumentSampson’s Memorial TowerFarlow Wood Farlow Road 05/11/2003 No The Sampson Memorial Tower first appeared in Buildings at Risk, Vol. 4, p. 92, and its situation has not much improved in the intervening years. The plaque over the entrance proclaims that Arthur Sampson Esq., was for nearly forty years a Justice of the Peace and agent of the Fishmongers’ Company and that the edifice was erected by public subscription. It is a tall square tower with battered walls at entrance level rising to a crenellated top which slightly oversails the main walls where a chevron moulding in sandstone adds a little decoration. Attached to the tower there is a circular stairway containing stone spiral steps which rise to to give immediate access to the roof where one can gaze out across the flat countryside to Lough Foyle and Inishowen beyond and admire the slopes of Benevenagh. Set in a secluded wood the tower could benefit from vegetation removal on the upper sections of the round stairwell and entry into the tower should be safeguarded.CC&G No Limavady No

HB02/11/019B2 02/11/002 House 67 Windyhill RoadDrumalief Limavady Co Londonderry10/08/2004 No A beautifully situated vernacular dwelling with whitewashed walls and a corrugated metal roof, hidden from view in a dip in the hills surrounding the Lynn river. A two room direct entry former thatched house now with corrugated metal roof. The main facade faces due west onto a yard created by a bend in the river Lynn. Single barn in line to north white washed as main house with a lean-to shed against its gable. Situated in a beautiful location and secluded off a short lane from the main road surely this building could be restores and reused as an idylic holiday cottage.CC&G No Limavady No

HB02/11/020B2 02/11/001 Outbuildings77 Bolea RoadBolea LimavadyCo Londonderry06/01/2004 Previously ThatchedA rustic style late 18th century small school building of one classroom, formerly thatched, later supported by Kildare Street Society, now a dwelling house. A quaint vernacular style building nestling with its gable into the side of the road. Estyn Evans, the noted scholar and folklorist, shed some light on the ancient Irish practice of booleying, whereby shepherds/herders lived a seasonal nomadic existence between the booley, where they tended their animals in the summer months, and the bally, which provided their home for the remainder of the year. A practice long since died out it is nevertheless still remembered in the townlands and place names of the remotest parts of the countryside. This two-roomed dwelling (formerly thatched) and school is situated in the townland of Mullane, on the Bolea Road, the name of which is derived from the Gaelic word for booley. Built in the 1770s, and referred to directly in the O.S. Memoirs of the 1830s, it is of great social importance and vernacular charm and buildings sCC&G No Limavady No

HB02/12/021B2 02/12/001 House 9-11 Linenhall Street, Limavady, Co Londonderry, BT49 OHQ05/11/2003 No The O.S. Memoirs considered Limavady, or Newtownlimavady as it was then known, to be “rather irregular in form, consis�ng chiefly of two principal streets united by a cross one”. Catherine Street and Main Street were undoubtedly the two principal thoroughfares, while it is thought probable that it was Linenhall Street which united the two.  Formerly a single house, now converted into two with interes�ng door-cases and surviving windows. Built in the mid-19th century, the red-brick nos. 9-11 are the most notable proper�es remaining on the street and the only building in Linenhall Street with the Georgian character of Main Street and Catherine Street. They have been le� boarded up and vacant for some �me. Earlier a�empts to brighten the proper�es up in this area unfortunately failed to led to a long-term solu�on for 9-11. When reviewed in 2022 there had been no improvement to the building which is now par�ally open to the elements. CC&G No Limavady Yes

HB03/02/012B2 03/02/003 Bank Ulster Bank 10 Main Street Garvagh Co. Londonderry BT51 5AD29/03/2021 No 10 Main Street Garvagh is a symmetrical two-storey Ulster Bank with a�c, built in 1870 to designs of Thomas Jackson. It is built in the Classical style with propor�ons and detailing typical of the period. The front eleva�on faces east to High Street and is five bays wide at each floor. Ground floor has segmental-headed door case with �mber panelled door which retains brass door furniture. The door sits inside a cave�o reveal with moulded surround, having raised key block with corbel, surmounted by a Red Hand of Ulster mo�f. Windows are 1/1 �mber sash with horns in smooth stucco architraves with con�nuous sill course to first floor.  CC&G No Bann Yes

HB03/02/035B1 03/02/002 School Garvagh High School 142 Main Street Garvagh  19/01/2018 No An important example of a modern listing which has become unused and vacant, the building has since become overgrown through neglect.CC&G No Bann Yes

HB03/02/036B1 03/02/001 House 5 Laragh Lane Maghera Co. Londonderry BT46 5NT06/10/2008 TUT This co�age near Maghera has recently been listed as a building of special architectural and historic interest due to the survival of its original plan form, together with bed outshot to the rear, as well as its early �mber roof construc�on with thatch under corrugated iron. A pump close to the front entrance door is also included within the lis�ng protec�on. It is unclear as to when the property was last occupied but it is currently empty and in near of repair. When reviewed in March 2019 the building was in the process of being repaired.CC&G No Bann Yes

HB02/13/009No 02/13/001 Bathing HouseSummer House Roe Valley Country Park Limavady Co Londonderry BT49 9EY23/06/2022 No An unusual circular-plan rubblestone bathing house, with conical roof of rubber tiles, and simply detailed with four window openings, a single open door, both formed in brick. There is also a simple opening serving as a chimney exit. The bathing house is approached by intermittent rubble stone steps set into the slope, and sits within a mature setting adjacent to the River Roe in Roe Valley Country Park. The building was reputed to have been built in the C18th for the Alexander family, who bought the Deer Park in 1766 (along with John Smith of Magilligan) as a base for fishing and swimming. Ref. Roe Valley Country Park Guide (DOE NI)CC&G No Limavady No

HB03/03/046No 03/03/002 Mill Former beetling mill, Near 39 Cullycapple Road, Aghadowey , Coleraine, Co Londonderry, BT51 4AR23/06/2022 No A substantial one and two-storey mid-19th century linen beetling mill. Built of square basalt rubble brought to courses. Although long disused and without its machinery, this building is still recognisable as a beetling mill on account of its large number of louvred first floor openings which provided an air current for the beetled linen hung to dry inside. In a fair condition and it is hoped that this substantial building can be retained and a use identified.CC&G No Bann No

HB03/05/002B2 03/05/001 Big House Seaport Lodge PortballintraeBushmillsCo. Antrim22/05/2017 No Seaport Lodge is a symmetrical three-bay, two-storey-over-basement detached Georgian house with central bow bay; built c.1770 and prominently situated on the western tip of the bay at Portballintrae. External architectural detailing is largely intact. Dominating the coastline, Seaport House is one of the earliest examples of a bathing lodge in the district and is therefore quite rare. It has important connections with the Leslie family. It remains of significant local interest and is one of the most significant buildings of the district. It also has group value with the original stewards house and stables at Beach Park (HB03/05/003). Conservation works commenced in 2008 but halted in 2009. The building is currently secure and structure reinforced by temporary steel work. However it is at risk until works are completed. Owner has engaged with the department over intervening years and is understood to remain committed to completion of works.CC&G No Causeway No

HB03/06/001B1 03/06/001 House Colebreene House, 233 Loughan Road, Coleraine, BT52 1UB19/02/2020 No ‘Colebreene’, built by the politician and religious controversialist, Lord Robert Montagu (1825-1902), is first shown, captioned, on the second edition OS map of 1849-53. The building, on a roughly cross-shaped plan is shown with outbuildings to the rear forming a stable courtyard. These have survived to the present day. Part of the stable yard has been converted into holiday accommodation, cafe and office space with a section remaining at risk. The main house at Colebreene has not been occupied for over 20 years and due to lack of habitation is in need of repair. The overall condition of the building is fair, however deteriorating leadwork on the roof has facilitated water ingress into the interior of the building, while a later c.1970s small extension to the rear of the building of poorer quality build is also deteriorating. The owners of the building are keen to restore the buildings and bring them back into use. Refs: HERoNICC&G No Causeway Yes

HB03/07/002B2 03/07/002 House Corrstown House 155 Hopefield Road Portrush Co. Londonderry BT56 8NZ18/07/2019 No Corrstown House is a symmetrical two-storey-with-attic three-bay Georgian farmhouse and outbuildings, pre-dating 1830 and situated on a large secluded site at the junction of Hopefield Road and Magheraboy Road south of Portrush town centre. A good example of a pre-1830s Georgian farmhouse with a range of vernacular outbuildings in traditional grouping around a central yard. The building is vacant and has fallen into a state of disrepair, which has compromised the original character and resulted in the loss of historic material and setting quality. Despite this, the building remains of special architectural and historic interest and is an important surviving example of its type in the area. The outbuildings, although dilapidated, are also of significant interest and along with the harled and whitewashed walls and Ulster piers, add to the historic integrity of the site. The building is in a very poor state of repair and has suffered from vandalism and theft of material resulting in its addition to the Heritage CC&G No Causeway No

HB03/07/010B1 03/07/001 Gatelodge Lodge, Cromore House North Ballyleese Coleraine 06/11/2003 No Built c.1857 for Mr John Cromie, this single-storey, three-bay lodge with impressive gabled porte-cochère, is thought to have been built by Lanyon and Lynn in their familiar Italianate style.  Now vacant and with vegeta�on encroaching, it is becoming dilapidated in appearance.  Despite its decline, much of the character is preserved, making this a good surviving example of an increasingly rare building type and one which would benefit from restora�on and reuse. When reviewed in 2022 there was no improvement in the condi�on of the building, however significant vegeta�on removal has occured surrounding the lodge. Vegeta�on is s�ll growing up the side of the structure however. CC&G No Causeway No

HB03/07/011 AB+ 03/07/003 Big House Cromore House 58 Cromore Road Coleraine Co. Londonderry BT55 7PW02/01/2023 No Cromore House is a symmetrical four-bay two-storey-over-basement detached mid-eighteenth century country house with attic, formerly a care home and now vacant. The building is rectangular in plan built in pink sandstone. The earliest section of the house dates to the mid 18th Century but what we see today are largely additions carried out in the 1830s. It was occupied by John Cromie until his death in 1875. It then passed to the Montague family. It more recent times it has been in use by the University before subsequently being utilised as a care home. The building is currently vacant and in need of attention to reduce long term damage to the historic fabric of the building.CC&G No Causeway No

HB03/08/007B2 03/08/003 Town Hall Portstewart Town Hall, The Crescent, Portstewart, BT55 7AB23/06/2022 No An interwar neoclassical town hall of 1935 to designs by Benjamin Cowser, two-storeys with Flemish bonded red brick walls, embellished cast-concrete frieze and dressings all beneath a Roman pantiled roof with pinnacle. Linear plan form with long symmetrical frontage facing west comprising five windows to each floor, with set-back end bays and taller windows to first floor. Wide secondary entrance to north side elevation, all entrances set within moulded neoclassical architrave surrounds. In a 1995 (vol.3, no.5) edition of Perspective Dr Paul Larmour praised the building for being “Modern in style on simple lines, with elevations restrained and refined in detail, the massing, materials and treatment of the design showed [his] admiration for Scandinavian architecture of the time. The Town Hall was last used as a Library, but in 2019 it was forced to close as a report suggested the building was unsafe. An iconic and landmark building in Portstewart with potential for a wide range of uses.CC&G No Causeway Yes

HB03/09/009B2 03/05/002 Vernacular House70 Ballyclogh Road, Bushmills, BT57 8UR 23/06/2022 No Three-bay two-storey farmhouse with lower attached former outbuilding attached on axis to south. Pitched slate roof with verges and brick chimneystacks, rendered walls and replacement timber casement windows in enlarged openings. Listing includes rubble stone boundary wall and wrought-iron pedestrian gate. Road fronted, with informal courtyard arrangement of rubble stone farm buildings to south, and to rear. The building is visible on the first OS County series 1830 in its current form with outbuildings to the side and rear. A vacant vernacular farmhouse which would benefit from full reoccupation. The variety of outbuildings provide different options for future use.CC&G No Causeway No

HB03/14/005 AB1 03/14/001 Big House Laurel Hill House Laurel Hill Coleraine Co.Londonderry, BT51 3AS12/12/2019 No Designed by Charles Lanyon in 1843 and built by John Jackson. In 1840 Mr. Henry Kyle asked Lanyon to plan additions to his house, the house is a plain regular building, in a classical style where the sandstone was imported from Glasgow and cut in Belfast under Lanyon's supervision. Five bays wide and two storeys high; its central bay breaks forward slightly with a tetra-style Corinthian porch of sandstone is surmounted by a pierced balustrade, adorned with acroteria. The building is finished in a stucco 'Roman cement' coloured and jointed in an imitation of stone. It was noted in the UAHS 1972 list of Coleraine and Portstewart that "the splendid site and excellent quality of the building making it imperative that it should be preserved.” The building was latterly occupied by the MOD but ceased use a number of years ago. Unfortunately in the Summer of 2019 the building suffered extensive fire damage and has subsequently been added to the Heritage at Risk register. Refs: Girvan, W.D. 1972 List of Historic BuildCC&G No Coleraine Yes

HB03/16/001 AB1 03/16/001 Former Hotel1 Waterside, Coleraine, BT51 3DP 06/11/2003 No Part of three/storey terraces either side of the street in the Waterside of the town, the former Clothworkers’ Hotel, and the corner building on the opposite side of the street, were described by Girvan as being “…of outstanding importance”, due to the role that they play as termina�ng points of the bridge and also because they “…form the only coherent street facades in the town”. Now vacant and having been sold, it is to be hoped that the building can soon be reused. Within Coleraine Town Centre ATC.CC&G ATC Coleraine No

HB03/16/009AB1 BARNI 13/16/002Church BuildingLoreto Convent Castlerock RoadColeraineCo. Londonderry01/02/2019 No A two-bay two-storey-with-attic late-Victorian convent; built as a dwelling in1877 to designs by Young and MacKenzie and located to the north side of Castlerock Road in Coleraine town centre, originally known as 'Tiev Tara', completed in 1878 for Hugh Anderson, a wine and spirit merchant (Harron, 2016, p.198). Well-preserved and retaining a wealth of historic detailing, both internally and externally, this is the finest example of its type in the area, however the building has suffered greatly from water ingress over the years which has caused detrimental damage to the interior plasterwork. Refs: Paul Harron, Architects of Ulster: Young & MacKenzie A Transitional Provincial Practice 1850-1960, 2016, UAHS.CC&G No Coleraine No

HB03/17/014B1 03/17/003 Work HouseFormer Coleraine Union workhouse 'front building'06/11/2003 No Writing in 1979, Rowan observed rather caustically that “Coleraine is a place which people with a taste for architecture will not want to walk round”. He did, however, single out a modest number of individual buildings for praise, and three of these – this site; the market yard (HB03/17/008); and, the former The Honourable the Irish Society National School (HB03/17/010) – have found their way onto the BARNI Register. This building was designed in 1841 by George Wilkinson as the front lodge to the former Poor Law Workhouse and, until recently, it formed part of the local hospital complex until its closure. It was described in the UAHS list as being “Typical of the warden’s houses which were attached to poorhouses erected in many towns at this period. Five bays long, two storeys high in uncoursed basalt with dressed surrounds to the windows. The end two bays step forward slightly but curiously have no ground/floor windows. The gables and half/dormers have nice wavy bargeboards. Altogether a building of some chaCC&G No Coleraine No

HB04/01/005B1 04/01/002 Big House Balnamore House, 45 Balnamore Road, Ballymoney, Co. Antrim, BT53 7PW10/08/2004 No A two-storey, hipped roofed Italianate house built in the 1860s for the owner of nearby Balnamore Mill. Designed by Fitzgibbon Louch (not long a�er he worked on Ballynacree House) it has a three-bay front eleva�on with imposing central porch and slender tripar�te windows either side. The bracketed eaves cornice, string courses and moulded window surrounds add to the overall a�rac�veness of the property, as does the modestly sized garden areas to the front and rear. Sheltered from the road by trees it s�ll commands a pleasant se�ng, although the fields to the west have recently been developed for housing. The house itself is vacant and in need of some a�en�on but is reported to have recently sold where it is hoped a new owner.CC&G No Ballymoney No

HB04/01/008 BB1 04/01/001 Gatelodge Ballynacree LodgeBallynacree More, Glenstall Road,  BT53 7QN06/11/2003 No Tucked behind the part stone, part ‘curly’ iron gate pillars at the entrance to Ballynacree House, is this pre�y single-storey ‘Gothick’ lodge. It appeared in Buildings at Risk, Vol. 4, p. 2, along with the main house, and had been for sale for a number of years. Built c. 1850 to replace an earlier lodge, Dean (1994, 3) suggests that it may have been the work of Charles Lanyon, who was on the Ballymoney railway commi�ee with Henry Anderson, the then owner of Ballynacree. The main house has been restored but this lodge, a no less important cons�tuent of the historic demesne, remains derelict. Many gatelodges are no longer used as theit design intended, however, careful and considered restora�on of the building could poten�ally find the building reused as holiday accommoda�on in an idyllic loca�on. CC&G No Ballymoney No

HB04/10/003B1 04/10/001 House Carfinton Co�age 132 Bann Road, BT44 8TJ Carfinton 06/11/2003 Thatch lostThis co�age was already in a poor condi�on when it first appeared in Buildings at Risk, Vol. 6, p. 4, and has deteriorated since then. It is described in the MBR as “A harled and whitened single-storey thatched house. Sashed windows have horizontal division”, and was praised in the UAHS list of 1972 for its “old world garden”, which “further enhances the effect”. The co�age has unfortunately con�nued its decline. It has lost its thatch and  will soon become ruinous without interven�on and repair. In April 2019 it was reported by a member of the public that the rear wall of the co�age had collapsed.CC&G No Ballymoney No

HB04/14/012 FB BARNI 04/14/001House 52 Charlotte Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6AZ Co. Antrim01/02/2019 No Charlotte Street, Ballymoney has been described as 'a particularly handsome street with a remarkable number of early 19th Century, Irish Georgian dwellings surviving in their original detailing' (Ballymoney Conservation Area Design Guide, p25). No. 52 is a three storey, three bay residence with sash and case windows 6/6 on the ground and first storey, leading to 6/3 on the second storey. Like many of the buildings in Charlotte Street No.52 retains its impressive segmented fanlight and door surround including pilasters. To the left hand side at the first storey there is a small porthole window which is dainty in design compared to the robustness of the rest of the building. The building now lays empty with signs of deterioration in terms of rotting timber window frames and door. CC&G Yes Ballymoney Yes

HB04/15/004 AB1 BARNI 04/15/003House 33 Charlo�e Street, BT53 6AZ  BallymoneyCo.Antrim01/02/2019 No 33 Charlotte Street, a two storey, 3 bay former Georgian Residence with original segmented fanlight and pilaster doorway. It was once the temporary home to the Ballymoney Museum, housing the collections by local and well known antiquarian James Bell, who was the land agent of Leslie Hill Estate. The Ballymoney Museum and Arts Centre is now located in the Ballymoney Townhall (since 2009). No. 33 Charlotte Street has since greatly deteriorated and appears not to have been inhabited since the museum collections vacated. The building is not in a poor state of repair with structural problems in the gable wall exposing the interior of the building at the second storey, as well as rotting timber window frames. The Ballymoney Conservation Area Guide notes of Charlotte Street "The Street contains, by the standards of Northern Ireland, an exceptional collection of original door cases, all in characteristically Georgian style." No. 33 if repaired could provide a fine family home in very close proximity to the town centrCC&G Yes Ballymoney Yes

HB04/15/019B2 04/05/001 Mill Mill at Balnamore, Balnamore, Ballymoney, BT53 7RA County Antrim14/11/2003 No The substan�al four storey, fi�een bay, red-brick, steam-powered mill at Balnamore was constructed in 1866, two years a�er the mill owner’s Italianate house (designed by Fitzgibbon Louch) was built, using profits made from the old beetling mill, which had been converted to the wet-spinning process in 1840. Included in BAR Vol. 6, p.18, the mill village of 46 houses had already been demolished and the mill buildings themselves were only being par�ally used. This is s�ll the case, but the buildings would certainly lend themselves to conversion for many different uses that may ul�mately prove to be more financially sustainable. CC&G No Ballymoney No

HB04/15/020B2 04/15/004 Music Centre, aka Ballymoney Performing Arts Centre, 23 Charles Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6DX, Co Antrim30/01/2023 No Built 1905-1906 the Music Performing Arts Centre was formerly a school designed by architect James A. Hanna and extended in 1914 by Hobart and Heron (known for public buildings). Characterised by its Edwardian red brick construction, fronting Charles Street, the building is located within close proximity of Ballymoney town centre. The principal elevation is composed of two symmetrical two storey gabled projections with a central entrance bay and left single storey flat roofed abutment to the rear. Key design features include parapet gables with kneelers and decorative string coursing at first floor level. Symmetrical projecting gables at ground floor have  square headed windows. The central entrance bay contains a reduced scale interpretation of carriageway door with rectilinear 3 pane fan light above. Wrought iron railings, pillars and a low rise wall (wrought iron replaced with timber boards) demarcates the boundary with Charles Street. The building is in fair condition, however, vacant since c.2008, it is CC&G No Ballymoney Yes

HB04-unlistedNo 04/13/001 House/Shop9 Victoria Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6DW, Co.Antrim.01/02/2019 No Victoria Street is noted in the Ballymoney Conservation Area Guide (1994) as a "handsome late Victorian, 2 storey, red brick terrace Numbers 1 to 9, whose strong form dominates the street". The ground floor has historically been occupied by a range of shops including a butchers and dry cleaners. The 2 storeys to the top have been private residences but in their current state of repair have become vacant. The charming building adds value to the Ballymoney Conservation Area and investment in 'above the shops' private accommodation should be considered as a means to revitalise this area. Ref: Ballymoney Conservation Area Guide 1994CC&G Yes Ballymoney No

HB04-unlistedNo 04/13/002 Warehouse1C John Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6DT, Co.Antrim.01/02/2019 No An unlisted three storey random rubble stone constructed warehouse on the curtilage of the Ballymoney Conservation Area with window openings dressed in red brick. The building sits to the rear of no. 9 Victoria Street. The building is suffering from poor maintenance including loss of rainwater goods, broken windows and vegetation growth on the block work.CC&G Yes Ballymoney No

HB05/01/010B1 05/01/002 House Greenaghan Cottage, Glen Road, 

Greenaghan, Glenariff, BT44 0RG, 

Ballymena, Co. Antrim

22/05/2017 No Detached symmetrical three/bay single/storey with attic rendered house, built c.1832, with flat/roofed extension to rear. This modest house retains a collection of original features to the exterior typical of the mid nineteenth/century and is important as it represents the vernacular that is rapidly disappearing.CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/02/002B1 05/02/001 House/Shop3 Mill Street, Cushendall, BT44 0RR Co. Antrim (formerly McAteer's Shop)29/03/2021 No A three-storey five-bay former shop with carriage arch, shopfront and painted rusticated quoins adjacent to Turnley’s Tower. Rubble stone and brick construction with render. Square- headed window openings with painted masonry cills and original horizontally-glazed timber sliding sash windows with convex horns. The building dates to 1895 and appears in a note on the annual revisions on ground previously occupied by John Turnley. It was initially occupied by Robert McAlister who was described as a local provision merchant. The 1911 Census Building Return described the property as a 1st class dwelling that consisted of eight inhabited rooms and possessed a number of out offices including a cow house, a piggery and fowl house which were contained within the properties single outbuilding. The building passed through several different hands. The shop front seems to have been added at a later stage from different pictorial sources such as historic post cards. Mill Street was added to the Cushendall Conservation areaCC&G Yes The Glens No

HB05/03/007B1 05/03/003 Hotel Glendun Hotel, Strandview Park, Cushendun, BT44 0PL10/08/2004 No The Strandview Park area of Cushendun is considered in the Conserva�on Area Guide to be “an a�rac�ve and architecturally diverse group of colour washed buildings…contribu�ng greatly to the picturesque quali�es of the village”. The former Glendun Hotel and Nursing Home is one such building, two-storey in height with a wide central balustrated balcony between two crenellated bays. Built in the early 20th century it is now vacant and boarded up and currently for sale (March 2019) with permissions for a restaurant and accomoda�on which could prove to be a wonderful opportunity in an area with high tourism a�rac�on. When reviewed in 2022 there was no change to the building but it is believed to have been sold recently. CC&G Yes The Glens No

HB05/03/020 AB1 05/03/005 Big House Glenmona Lodge, Piers, Pillars and Gateway 10 Bay Road Cushendun Co. Antrim BT44 0PS26/04/2021 No A seven-bay front with hipped roof, two storeys to the front while the rear has three storeys. The original Glenmona Lodge (1830s) was burned in 1922 and rebuilt in 1923 in the neo-Georgian style by Clough William Ellis. To the front is a five-arched arcade above which is the date of the building and the McNeill family cipher and coat of arms. CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/03/025B2 05/03/007 House 116 Tromra Road, Cushendall, Castlegreen Dancehall, BT44 0ST23/06/2022 No A slightly asymmetrical three-bay two-storey rendered house with projecting gabled porch, and attached single-bay two-storey shop, all beneath the same pitched slate roof. It has three rendered chimneystacks, and timber 2/2 sash windows with horizontal glazing bars. The front door has been replaced and there is a simple shopfront with panelled double-leaf half-glazed timber doors and display window with simple vertical glazing bar. There is a later addition to left and a corrugated tin addition to the rear. Although in a fair condition, the building is now vacant. If fully occupied there would be a significantly reduced risk to this building. Ref. p.25 Visit Antrim Glens booklet; http://visitantrimglens.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Booklet.pdf Building Database HB05/03/025CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/03/030B2 05/03/006 OutbuildingsOutbuildings to rear of Agolagh House 30 Knocknacarry Road, BT44 0NS Cushendun Co. Antrim26/04/2021 No A long narrow building appears on the OS County Series Map 1st and 2nd edi�ons (c.1831 and c.1855), but it is not un�l the 3rd edi�on (1900) that the building appears in its current form. The 4th edi�on (1905) shows an addi�on to the outbuilding to the north. This is indicated by the verge s�ll present on the roof where it would have originally terminated pre-1905. The Valua�on Revision books note that “new farm buildings to be valued at £2.5.0” in 1919. The Valua�on for 1929 notes it was occupied by John Brogan and offices valued at £3.5.0.  CC&G No The Glens No



HB05/03/036B1 05/03/008 Vernacular HouseGlendun Road, Altaguire Bridge, Co. Antrim, BT44 0PY23/06/2022 No Detached three-bay single-storey direct-entry vernacular dwelling, built c.1800, with pitched natural slate roof, limewashed rubblestone walls, timber sliding sash windows and windbreak porch with half-doors. The house has been extended by a single bay at west, and an attached outbuilding at east side, both with corrugated tin roofs. It is located off the Glendun Road in a picturesque rural location. The main buildings appear on the first edition OS map (1832), and were below the valuation threshold in the 1834 Townland valuation; subsequent valuations suggest that the group has been little-altered, although the house was originally thatched. The buildings are generally in a fair condition but vacant. A building with potential, it could be utilised as a holiday cottage, an ideal location to explore the Glens of Antrim.CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/03/037B2 05/03/009 Vernacular House140 Tromra Road CushendallCo. AntrimBT44 0ST23/06/2022 No A three-bay two-storey early 19th-century vernacular farmhouse, having pitched slate roof with rendered chimneystacks, and roughcast-rendered rubblestone walls. There are original 3/3 timber sliding sash windows with wide margins and exposed boxes, and the central door has been replaced. It is set on an elevated site with two successively lower attached rubblestone outbuildings, with ridges stepping down due to the incline; these have slate and tin roofs. The main buildings appear on the first edition OS map (1832). Valuation revisions show that the house, underwent remodelling in 1907, including the raising by a storey, and replacement of the original thatch roof with slate. The building has been vacant for over ten years and as a result suffering from a lack of maintenance to guttering and slipped slates visible. A charming farmhouse which would benefit from reoccupation. Refs: First Edition Ordnance Survey Map (1832); Annual Valuation Revisions (1864-1929), Building Database HB05/03/037CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/03/042B+ 05/03/010 Mill White House Mill, 44 Glendun Road Cushendun, BT44 0PY23/06/2022 No A two-storey two-bay water-powered corn mill, dated 1847 on a sandstone plaque, with waterwheel and equipment intact. It is abutted by a single-storey single-bay flax scutching mill of 1915, which is roofless and open to the elements, but also contains original machinery. The mill has a pitched slate roof over random rubble stone walls, built to courses with sandstone quoins and red brick lintels to the openings. There are vestigial remains of 8/8 timber sashes and slate sills, but windows and doors are otherwise missing. A grain store and drying kiln survive to the north. The building is first shown on the second edition OS map of 1857, and the subsequent 1859 valuation describes the mill complex as "house, offices, corn mill and land", all leased by William McGregor from Mr White. The mills have been disused since around 1954, when the last owner-operator, Mr Carey, died. Refs. OS 1:10,560 map, Co Antrim sheet 15 (1859; Second valuation book, p.100 (1859); Valuation revision books, 1933-57.CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/04/016 DB1 05/04/001 House 41 Fairhead Road, BT54 6RDCoolanloughCross 23/03/2007 No Part of what was thought to have been a five dwelling clachan, this single-storey structure with roughcast walls and a slated roof is the only one of four remaining houses not to be in active use. Known locally as Coolanlough, the clachan it thought to derive its name from its proximity to the nearby lough, which when translated into English is accepted to mean "the back of the lough". It is located in a remote area of great scenic value, within walking distance of Fair Head.  The condition of the unused buildings are in need of immediate repairs, particularly the roof structures. Refs: The Glens of Antrim Historical Society website: http://www.antrimhistory.net/content.php?cid=254CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/08/004B1 05/08/002 Court HouseThe Old Court House, 75 Main Street, BT57 8QA, Bushmills06/11/2003 No The former court house in Bushmills has appeared twice before as a building at risk, in Buildings at Risk, Vol. 1, p. 28 and then again in Vol. 4, p. 15. A further 6 years since it last featured, its situa�on has not greatly improved, although hope is at hand. Described in its lis�ng record as being “three-storey three-bay with Tuscan columned por�co and Georgian glazing”, it is one of the most substan�al and prominent buildings in the town. The Bushmills Conserva�on Area booklet stresses that “…vigorous and effec�ve programmes of Conserva�on Area renewal have been shown to help raise local morale and foster a greater sense of civic pride”. The Causeway Enterprise group are currently looking into op�ons for the building and it is hoped that it will soon come into reuse.CC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05/08/013B 05/08/013 School Giant's Causeway Schoolhouse and Gatescreen Ardihannon Bushmills, BT57 8AR Co. Antrim03/01/2020 No The Causeway School was designed by Clough Williams-Ellis, renowned for designing and building the village of Portmeirion in Wales and more locally he designed the Bushmills Memorial School and several buildings in the Cushendun Conservation Area. The building opened in 1915 but subsequently closed in 1962, it was built by the Macnaughten family in memory of their father Baron Macnaughten of Runkerry. The building was identified as vacant in the Education Authority's disposal/vacancy list as a part of the Protocol for the Care of the Government Historic Estate. Negotiations are underway for the National Trust to become caretakers of the asset. A very impressive building situated on an elevated site over the Causeway Road and should hopefully find a new use in a highly touristic area.CC&G No Causeway Yes

HB05/08/026B1 05/08/003 House 1-5 Bridge Street, BT57 8QEBushmillsCo. Antrim06/11/2003 readded in 2017No Bre� described this extremely a�rac�ve building, located just off the upper bridge in Bushmills, as: “The tall stone house nearest the river, two-storey and a�c to the road but three-storey-and-a�c to the waterside, with a good Georgian glazed window below the road level and console brackets at the front door above, was once the Northern Bank, with its neighbours, equally worth restoring also”. Although this building was unused, boarded up and slowly deteriora�ng, much like the unlisted building opposite (2/4 Bridge Street), it has since been restored, however reviewed in 2016 shows that the building s�ll remains vacant with broken windows and a general air of neglect around the building, with only one of the building units currently in use.CC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05/08/027 BB 05/08/018 Shop Rear 139 main Street, Bushmills and adjoining 5 Bridge Street, BT57 8QE Bushmills01/06/2021 No Rear of 139 Main Street and adjoining 5 Bridge Street are in a fair condition at Moderate risk. Timely reoccupation of the building would enhance the conservation area and neighbouring buildings.CC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05/08/028B2 05/08/014 Public HouseOak House, 135-137 Main Street, BT57 8QB, Bushmills Co. Antrim01/06/2021 No Oak House is a six-bay, two-storey smooth render and lined building located on Main Street. Windows are 2/2 sliding sash with horns painted yellow while all the openings to ground floor are boarded up with mock shop fronts. To the rear of the building is a yard. The buildings appear on the first OS map records (1830). Oak House is in Bushmills Conserva�on Area.  CC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05/08/037B2  05/08/011Former Shop109-113 Main Street BushmillsCo. AntrimBT57 8QB19/01/2018 No Two/storey, three/bay rendered mid/terrace former shop, set within a terrace row along main street. It is a prominent building in its row. Built between  1834 and 1857, the building has had a varied history, operating originally as a lodging house, then a draper's shop, and finally a shop and stores from the early 1950s until 2000. Timber sliding sash windows and toothed quoins are retained at first floor level on the front elevation, and while the shop front is hidden behind coloured hoarding, the building retains symmetrical proportions to the front facade and therefore special architectural and historical interest within its village centre setting. These buildings are now boarded up but the building has recently sold where it is hoped the new owner is sympathetic to the original character of the building.CC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05/08/054B2 05/08/004 House 65 Main Street, Bushmills, BT57 8QA 06/11/2003 No The focal point of Bushmills, Market Square, was said to have been created around 1840, built like much of the town by Sir William Henry MacNaughten. No. 57 Main Street, located on the east side of the square, featured in Buildings at Risk, Vol. 1, p. 22 and the adjoining properties at nos. 59/61 were also empty at one stage. All three have been sensitively reused and now no. 65, on the other side of Dunluce Road, but still on the east side of the Square, is vacant and in need of a new use. It is a two/storey, three/bay building with coach arch to the right/hand bay, a central plaster/banded shop front with adjoining double door and a further door opening to the left/hand bay. The front elevation is pebble/dashed and the windows, which are now boarded up, are simple two/pane sliding sashes. Reviewed in October 2016 the building appears to have lost slates from the toof, and safety netting has been imposed to prevent any material falling onto the public footpath. The building is said to have sold where it is hCC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05/08/073B 05/08/006 School former National School, Bushmills, 46 Main Street, BT57 8QA06/11/2003 No The former National School, which was built in 1842 by Sir Francis MacNaughten, seems to be rather a forgotten asset, despite being of such historic and architectural interest. Set well back from the main street and hidden behind high walls, only a fraction of the upper floor can be seen. A two/storey, three/bay building with a central pedimented section, hipped roof, squat window openings with Tudoresque hood moulds, it is constructed of rubble basalt with sandstone surrounds and has a harled finish to the front elevation. One of three long/term buildings at risk in the town (first identified in Buildings at Risk, Vol. 5, p. 16, along with the former court house (HB05/08/004) and no. 43 Main Street (HB05/08/062)); it is in a state of some dilapidation.CC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05/08/101B2 05/08/015 House Sharvagh House, 136 Main Street, Bushmills, BT57 8QD, Co.Antrim01/06/2021 No Sharvagh House is a two-storey, rendered late Victorian house situated on Main Street, Bushmills. The building is accessed by a cast-iron gate leading to the front of the house which is set back from the road with trees to the front and sides. To the rear are a range of outbuildings. The first-floor windows have moulded surrounds and below the eaves are brackets at regular intervals. To front door projects and the surround is in smooth render. Above and to either side of the door are half lights and an overlight. Currently all doors and windows are boarded in vinyl mock-house fronts. The building dates to the 1870s when the land was developed by Dr. James Macaw, who also used the site as a dispensary. It then passed to the Steen family who had named it Sharvagh by 1892.  CC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05/08/104B1 05/08/012 Police StationFormer RUC Station 96-98 Main Street Bushmills Co Antrim BT57 8QD12/12/2019 No Detached two-storey five-bay render with painted finish neo-Georgian former Police Station situated on the East side of Main Street. Built in c. 1939 to designs by Thomas Francis O. Rippingham. Rectangular plan-form with classical neo-Georgian-style elements to the principal facade. Set along a terrace row to the east side of Main Street Bushmills. Originally built for the Royal Ulster Constabulary, and subsequently occupied by the P.S.N.I. Until 2012; since then it has become vacant and disused. Generally this is a well-proportioned building with good quality architectural detailing within the neo-Georgian style. It is one of the most significant buildings within the Bushmills Conservation Area and has both historical and social interest. The building was for sale in 2016 by the PSNI, however when added to the Heritage at Risk register in 2019 the building still remains vacant and not in use. Refs: HERoNICC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05/11/001B 05/11/001 House Mosside House, 15 Main Street, BT53 8QLMoss side14/11/2003 No  Although still vacant and at risk, much of the unkempt vegetation has been removed and the window and door openings have been boarded up and attractively painted. Most likely dating from the early/19th century, it is quite a substantial two/storey, six/bay building, with an off centre elliptical entrance recess. It is the most important building in the village, and is not at all beyond repair as a private house of character. Windows and doors have been boarded up to resuce vandalism and deter water ingress, however the rear of the building is showing signs of delapidation, and water damage to the building materials.CC&G No Causeway Yes

HB05/12/010B1 05/12/001 House 57 Hillside Road Ballycastle Co. AntrimBT54 6HY19/01/2018 No An isolated two/storey, three bay farm house with attic, which may contain fabric dating from the eighteenth century. The rear house is of interest, having an earlier appearance than the front , which is characterised by a mid to late nineteenth century appearance. This house is a fine example of an evolved vernacular farm building in its original setting, the type once common the Ulster landscape and now becoming increasingly rare. The building is now vacant with windows broken and open to the elements, as well as the loss of external render on the gable walls where there is evidence of moisture ingress into the interior.CC&G No The Glens Yes

HB05/13/006B+ 05/13/004 Shop McKinley & Clarke 72 Castle Street Ballycastle Co Antrim BT54 6AR01/06/2021 No Bre� describes the building as “an unusually good three-bay house, with glazing bars complete, quoins, good doorcase and shopfront, squiggly le�ering on the fascia, double window with iron railings on the ground floor.” The building s�ll retains a lot of features described by Bre� in 1971. The building is smooth rendered and lined, painted a light green which highlights the render pa�ern. On the corner forming Clare Street there is a large stone to the ground floor marking the corner, presumably a jostle stone. The building extends to the rear and adjacent to Clare Street where there is a hoist beam projec�ng from a dormer. The building is currently vacant and secured to the ground floor. Like many other buildings in Castle Street, it is likely to date from the �me of Hugh Boyd in the 1740s, but the current building has been altered and probably da�ng to around early 19th Century. A number of repairs to the building occurred in the 1980s.  CC&G Yes The Glens Yes

 HB05/13/011 B1 05/13/007 House/Shop60 Castle Street, Ballycastle, Co Antrim, BT54 6AR.01/06/2021 No Plain, substan�al three storey terrace house and shop of possible mid-18th century construc�on on the N side of Castle Street, close to Ballycastle town centre with small, simple 19th century shop front, carriage arch and plain (early 20th century) sash window frames. The front eleva�on is smooth rendered, and rear eleva�on is in random basalt rubble. Vinyl covers on windows and doors to front. Timber shop front showing signs of weathering.  Window openings blocked to rear. The use of vinyls on the front of this building are a clear indica�on of vacancy and may be hiding the true story of the standards of maintenance and repair. While overall walls, and roof present well to the front the condi�on is markedly different to the rear. Interven�on for reuse, repair and maintenance required, in par�cular to address issues to rear. CC&G Yes The Glens Yes

HB05/13/036B2 05/13/005 Hall Masonic Hall, 56 Ann Street, BT54 6AD, Ballycastle01/06/2021 No A B2 listed Masonic Hall built in 1897/8 in the Neo-classical style. It sits elevated on Ann Street with a gateway to the front, with copper beech to either side of the path leading to the Hall. Above the door there is a pediment with the le�er "G” (an important le�er for Freemasons) above the apex. The building is smooth rendered and painted to the ground floor eleva�ons and quoins. The front gable has a further pediment to the top with an oculus window in the middle. Percy French gave a number of recitals in the Masonic Hall in Ballycastle in 1908 and 1913. CC&G Yes The Glens No

HB05/14/011B1 05/14/004 House Hybla, 36 Quay Road, Ballycastle, Co Antrim, BT54 6BH01/06/2021 No Hybla is a five-bay, two-storey rendered house located on Quay Road, Ballycastle. The entrance door has a Gibbsian surround with keystone and cornice decora�on. Above first-floor windows are unpainted keystones with painted eyebrows. Windows have different numbers of panes throughout the first and second floor. To the rear is a yard accessed via a coach arch to the right of the entrance while to the front it is separated from the road by a hedge with a gate in the middle. The house is said to be one of the oldest in Ballycastle according to Bre� possibly da�ng to the mid-1700s.  CC&G Yes The Glens No

HB05/14/023 B2 05/14/002 Former Nursing HomeManor House Home Mary Street Ballycastle Co Antrim BT54 6QH02/09/2013 No Built c1739, this 2-3 storey building of Georgian proportions (with Victorian detail) was part of the Boyd family estate until 1942. The Manor house once enhanced the appearance and character of the Conservation Area in which it sits. In 1947 the property was a children's home and later a nursing home for the elderly. A previous Enabling Development scheme was carried out on part of the site a number of years ago but unfortunately the Listed Building did not avail of any repair works relating to this and has remained vacant for many years now. The structure has recently had environmental improvement works to the front façade (paint scheme & boarding up of windows) but the rear elevation remains very much exposed to the elements. It is hoped the prominent location of the building overlooking the sea will attract a future reuse and subsequent restoration.CC&G Yes The Glens No

HB05/15/005B2 05/15/003 House/Shop31-33 Castle Street, Ballycastle, County Antrim, BT54 6AS.01/06/2021 No Attractive two storey house and shop of 18th century proportion with attractive features such as a late Victorian shopfront, pebbledash finish, painted moulded quoins and smooth base course. Rubble stone and Ballycastle brick construction retains its original plan form with yard to rear with roofless outbuildings thought to be originally former school and dwelling on the original street line, and long garden with small lean-to to house pigs.  A building was recorded on this site in the OS County Series 1st Edition (c.1830). Originally two separate dwellings c.1740 and c.1780 (still legible today), 31-33 Castle Street was first recorded as one single entity in 1920, with a slate roof and opposing gable end chimney stacks. The listing covers two properties no.31 and 33, connected by shop below enlarged by removal of interior walls 1960s/70s. The asymmetrical principal elevation fronts onto Castle Street. To the left, segmental arch carriageway to yard can be found with moulded keystone. Adjacent, a large round CC&G Yes The Glens Yes

HB05/15/012B2 05/15/004 House/ShopEarth Works' 51 Castle Street, Ballycastle, County Antrim, BT54 6AR01/06/2021 No A three-storey terraced building, six-bays wide with coach arch to the le�. The building is smooth-rendered and lined and has elements of a tradi�onal shop front to the ground floor. Windows are 1/1 sliding sash with the opening to the top floor only half the size of the second floor. The window cills to the second floor have an iron bar window cill pot guard which is similar to that of 59 Castle Street. There is also a wall-mounted post box to the ground floor.  CC&G Yes The Glens Yes

HB05/15/016B+ 05/15/002 Court HouseBallycastle Museum, (former court house) 59 Castle Street, Ballycastle, County Antrim, BT54 6AR. 01/06/2021 No A modest two-storey, three-bay smooth rendered building situated on Castle Street. Windows are 6/6 sliding sash with horns. Above the semi-circular headed openings on the ground floor are keystones. The openings to ground floor would originally have been open and were at a later stage part of an open market in the town. Above the market was the court room which held pe�y sessions and minor courts. To the rear was the gaol or bridewell. There are numerous dates associated with the building but it is thought to date back to the origin of Castle Street in the mid-1700s, although Bre� dates it later to the 1830s. In 1929 the council took possession the building, but it is believed that court sessions were s�ll heard in the room above un�l the 1980s. The building is now home to Ballycastle Museum.  CC&G Yes The Glens Yes

HB05/15/022B1 05/15/005 Hotel The Antrim Arms Hotel' 75 Castle Street Ballycastle County Antrim BT54 6AS21/12/2020 No  Symmetrical five plus one bay hotel, comprising of two large houses (still legible) of three storeys with basement and two and three storey returns. Located on the steep sloping junction of Castle Street and Fairhill Street in Ballycastle town centre, the building dates from c.1760 replacing an inn formally of the same name of which is present on the OS County Series 1st Edition (c.1830). The principal elevation consists of a slated gable roof with two chimney stacks. The hotel’s main entrance is identified by a painted red panelled timber door surrounded by moulded pilasters with a semi-circular fanlight. The portico’s frieze, used for hotel advertising purposes spells out ‘Antrim Arms’ in raised vibrant red lettering, similar colouration as the door. The building is in poor condition at moderate risk. Vegetation growth is visible from gutters surrounding the building, drainpipes dilapidated and some aspects of glazing is in poor condition, potentially impacting the interior. Timely intervention now urgentlCC&G Yes The Glens Yes

HB05/15/024B+ 05/15/001 Rectory Ramoan House 11 Novally Road Ballycastle County Antrim BT54 6HB18/07/2019 No Substantial, two-storey over basement, hip-roofed former rectory, built 1811, extended slightly c.1840-50, with a large porch/conservatory to front of c.1910. This building retains its essential architectural and historic character and enjoys an extensive and secluded setting. The building has been boarded up, however signs of building decay and vandalism resulting in loss of historic fabric are evident. Refs: HERoNICC&G No The Glens Yes

HB05/16/006B1 05/16/004 Mill Mill, Mill Bay, Rathlin Island, BT54 6RT 07/07/2008 No This small, single/storey building of basalt and limestone construc�on is picturesquely sited overlooking Mill Bay, close to the ruined kelp store. It originally func�oned as a corn mill, said by Bre� to have replaced an earlier structure nearby to Bruce’s Castle on the easternmost point of the island. It was powered by a wheel on its southern gable (now gone), with water flowing via a race, dam and sluice from Craigmacagan Lough. S�ll seemingly used as a store, its roof structure is in increasingly poor order with several holes on the rear exposing the ends of the roof �mbers and interior to the elements. Although modest, a building such as this with some imagina�on could perform several useful func�ons, poten�ally enhancing the economic fortunes of the island. CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/16/008 AB2 05/16/002 House Brockley House, Brockley Cottage, BT54 6RT, Rathlin Island07/07/2008 No Bre�, wri�ng in the Ulster Architectural Heritage Society’s list on the island of Rathlin, makes passing reference to the remains of a Neolithic axe/head factory at Brockley, in the centre of the island. However, no men�on was made of two tradi�onal buildings in the same townland which form part of a small clachan. Sited opposite one–another, and adjacent to a large modern two/storey dwelling, both Brockley House and Co�age are currently vacant and in need of repair. The former is two/storey with roughcast walls; the la�er single/storey, four/bay. Further informa�on on the historic inhabitants of the clachan can be found on the website of the Glens of Antrim Historical Society: www.antrimhistory.netCC&G No The Glens No

HB05/16/008 BB1 05/16/003 House Brockley Cottage Brockley Ballygill Middle Rathlin Island Co. Antrim BT54 6RT07/07/2008 No Bre�, wri�ng in the Ulster Architectural Heritage Society’s list on the island of Rathlin, makes passing reference to the remains of a Neolithic axe/head factory at Brockley, in the centre of the island. However, no men�on was made of two tradi�onal buildings in the same townland which form part of a small clachan. Sited opposite one–another, and adjacent to a large modern two/storey dwelling, both Brockley House and Co�age are currently vacant and in need of repair. The former is two/storey with roughcast walls; the la�er single/storey, four/bay. Further informa�on on the historic inhabitants of the clachan can be found on the website of the Glens of Antrim Historical Society: www.antrimhistory.netCC&G No The Glens No

HB05- unlistedNo 05/08/008 House 2-4 Bridge Street, Bushmills, BT57 8QB County Antrim14/11/2003 No Part of what Bre� described as being “An uncommonly a�rac�ve group”, this is a plain, two-storey, three-bay, stone-built building. It has changed quite drama�cally since its days as the Bridge End Bar when it had a canted opening to the right-hand bay, a stucco finish and Georgian glazing bars. Now it is rather unfortunately pebble-dashed, has lost some of its decora�ve features and has had a modern window opening inserted into the gable eleva�on at ground floor level. However, despite these reversible changes, it remains an important unlisted building, of significant group value with the surrounding listed structures and an integral part of the conserva�on area. A THI project has resulted in the windows to be painted up to provide a 'fake front'. This does li�le to detract from the visible decline of a building with the poten�al to be brought back into use and enhance the village.CC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05- unlistedNo 05/13/006 Shop 64-68 Castle Street, Ballycastle Co. Antrim, BT546AR01/06/2021 No Nos. 64-68 are a rela�vely plain set of buildings formerly shops on Castle Street. They are all rendered and painted. No.64 retains its original pilastered shop front and sign, while Nos. 66-68 have a more modern appearance. Castle Street dates from the 1740s and it is possible that the buildings here are men�oned in later Ordnance Survey Memoirs as having “three full height floors.”. Although plain and modestly detailed, the shopfront at No.64 is eye-catching and forms part of the commercial history of Ballycastle.  CC&G Yes The Glens Yes

HB05- unlistedNo 05/14/003 House 8 Fairhill Street, Ballycastle, BT54 6AY Co.Antrim01/06/2021 No 8 Fairhill Street is a plain but well-propor�oned Georgian style three-bay, two-storey rendered house. To the front is a flat-roofed porch with an unusual double cornice. All windows are currently boarded up. The building dates to the 1840s and was occupied by John Nicholl, who owned a saw mill to the rear of the house.  CC&G Yes The Glens No

HB05- unlistedNo 05/08/017 House 145 Main Street Bushmills, BT57 8QE Co.Antrim01/06/2021 No 145 Main Street is a detached two-storey, three-bay smooth rendered and lined building on Main Street. The front entrance has a rather classical feel with its architrave surround (similar to 110 Main Street) while the door is four-panelled and fielded. The door is slightly recessed in the building with a plain rectangular transom light above. The ground floor windows are currently boarded with mock shop fronts while those to the first floor are modern �mber casements. This building has two brick chimneystacks with some original chimneypots. The building has been for over ten years. A building is shown on the site of 145 Main Street on the 1830 OS map, and it is possible that part of the building could date from that period.  CC&G Yes Causeway Yes

HB05- unlistedNo 05/08/016 Public House150 Main Street Bushmills, BT57 8QE Co.Antrim01/06/2021 No 150 Main Street is a four-bay, two-storey building situated on Main Street. The building is smooth rendered to the front, pebble dashed to the side and exposed basalt to the rear. To the front at the base of the building the render has failed exposing some of the brickwork. A building is depicted on the site on the 1830 OS map records. The building is currently vacant and was last used as a public house called the Sportsman. CC&G Yes Causeway Yes
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HB02-02-002 02-02-001 Glasvey HouseLoughermore RoadBallykellyLimavadyCo Londonderry 05/11/2003 07/08/2007 Built in the 1820s to the designs of Richard Suitor for the Fishmongers’ Company, Rowan describes this former school as being “A charming classical design in local brick with sandstone corner pilasters”. Closed in the mid-1960s and later to become a dwelling, it is now vacant and in a poor state of repair and remains extremely vulnerable to vandalism.Built in the 1820s to the designs of Richard Suitor for the Fishmongers’ Company, Rowan describes this former school as being “A charming classical design in local brick with sandstone corner pilasters”. Closed in the mid-1960s, it later became a dwelling, but it is now vacant and in a poor state of repair. A planning applica�on for conversion to apartments has been approved and work is now underway.Save - needs new photography CCG

HB02-04-004 02-04-001 St Mary’s Church (RC)Gortnahey RoadDungivenCo LondonderryBT47 4PY 05/11/2003 31/03/2014 The former church of St. Mary’s is situated in an attractive rural location between Dungiven and Limavady. Included in BAR Vol. 3, p.78, it remains a fine, but empty, building that surprisingly has not deteriorated to any great extent since it was last photographed. Nevertheless, it requires a sustainable long-term use and is eminently suitable for conversion.Save - needs new photography CCG

HB02-08-003 02-08-001 Cenotaph Ballyquin Road Limavady 24/02/2014 20/04/2015 Save - needs new photography CCG

HB02-09-029 BLDY 005:00502-09-002 "Old Church ruins Duncrun Road, Tamlaght, BellarenaLimavady, Co Londonderry" 07/08/2007 10/05/2022 "The ruins of the old church measures 20 metres by 6 externally and the plan is correctly orientated with the long axis running west to east and the entrance door in the west wall and the altar in the east. The east and west walls retain the form of the gabled ends and are built in random rubble basalt with the odd rogue stone occurring. The south wall is reduced to approximately 1500mm high while the north wall is roughly the height of the former wall/plate level. They are similarly built to the end walls. The west wall contains a rough stone arched opening which is assumed to be the west door, while there is a tall narrow pointed opening in the east wall trimmed with much eroded red sandstone. This window has deep recessed and splayed reveals trimmed with sandstone and is pointed. It would have been an impressive window. Above internally there is a stone relieving arch. At the east gable is a grave reputed to be St Aidan’s with a hand hole in one side. In the south towards the west end is a partially built CCG Church

HB02-09-036 02-09-001 Thatched House326 Seacoast RoadMagilliganLimavadyCo Londonderry 05/11/2003 03/11/2009 Thatch This beautiful single-storey, three-bay thatched cottage is sited in spectacular surroundings, and will hopefully have a bright future once reinhabited after remedial works are undertaken to the roof.An a�rac�ve single-storey, three-bay thatched co�age which will hopefully have a brighter future once re-inhabited a�er remedial works are undertaken to the roof. It is described in its lis�ng record as “a fine example of a small late Georgian vernacular thatched house with the extended outhouses in line, almost complete in structural detail, secondary elements and furniture”.An a�rac�ve late 18th Century single-storey, three-bay thatched dwelling near Limavady, Co. Londonderry. It is described in its lis�ng record as “a fine example of a small late Georgian vernacular thatched house with the extended outhouses in line, almost complete in structural detail, secondary elements and furniture”. One of only c.170 thatch buildings in Northern Ireland, the house was added to the BHARNI register a�er being le� vacant, neglected and slowly falling into decline.Save y CCG

HB02-10-001 ALDY 009:00202-10-002  Ballykelly old church/graveyard Walworth Road Ballykelly Limavady Co Londonderry BT49 9JU 08/01/2008 20/08/2013 SMRNO:009:002 (HB02/10/001 A)Townland:BALLYKELLYGrid Ref:y CCG

HB02-12-004 02-12-002 Town Hall (Alexander Memorial Hall)24 Main StreetLimavadyCo Londonderry BT49 0EU 05/11/2003 29/03/2011 It is perhaps worth 

repeating the 

opening remarks of 

the entry for the 

now vacant 

Limavady Town 

Hall, in BAR Vol. 5, 

p.84, where it was 

described as being 

“…a lofty and 

confident free 

standing building, 

rendered behind, 

but with a finely 

decorated 

sandstone front. Its 

restrained classical 

features might 

indicate Thomas 

Turner as 

architect…above 

the ground floor 

runs a fluted band 

of floral inserts, 

then a double string 

course which 

contains a bulging 

balcony supported 

on large scrolly 

It is perhaps 

worth repeating 

the opening 

remarks of the 

entry for the now 

vacant Limavady 

Town Hall, in BAR 

Vol. 5, p.84, 

where it was 

described as 

being “…a lofty 

and confident 

free standing 

building, 

rendered behind, 

but with a finely 

decorated 

sandstone front. 

Its restrained 

classical features 

might indicate 

Thomas Turner as 

architect…above 

the ground floor 

runs a fluted band 

of floral inserts, 

then a double 

string course 

which contains a 

check this 

description with 

Caroline - 

removed 

because of 

delisting 

CCG

HB03-03-028 03-03-001 Bovagh House, Coleraine, Co. Londonderry 01/04/2011 24/06/2013 unchanged - (not second surveyed couldn't find original write upy CCG

HB03-08-004 A 03-08-001 1 The Diamond, Portstewart 06/11/2003 22/02/2011 On his travels through the town of Portstewart, Thackeray described the place as having “…an air of comfort and neatness which is seldom seen in Ireland”. Nos. 1 and 3, The Diamond, are part of a terrace of eight two-storey rendered houses which form what the U.A.H.S. list of 1972 described as being “A pleasant enclosure, away from the sea, surrounded by two-storey dwellings and dominated by the Parish Church”. Part of that pleasant enclosure as recently been lost to an unauthorised demoli�on and concern has now turned towards nos. 1 and 3 which, although in a rela�vely good condi�on, are currently for sale as a ‘development site’. For as long as an air of uncertainty hangs over the future of the terrace these proper�es will be buildings very much at risk. On his travels through the town of Portstewart, Thackeray described the place as having “…an air of comfort and neatness which is seldom seen in Ireland”. Nos. 1 and 3, The Diamond, are part of a terrace of eight two-storey rendered houses which form what the UAHS list of 1972 described as “A pleasant enclosure, away from the sea, surrounded by two-storey dwellings and dominated by the Parish Church”. An historic part of that pleasant enclosure as recently been lost to an unauthorised demoli�on and concern has now turned towards nos. 1 and 3. Although in a rela�vely good state of repair, they had been for sale as a ‘development site’, and an applica�on has recently been submi�ed for their conversion to a hotel along with a major rear extension. For as long as an air of uncertainty hangs over the future of the terrace these proper�es will be considered at risk. On his travels through the town of Portstewart, Thackeray described the place as having “…an air of comfort and neatness which is seldom seen in Ireland”. Nos. 1 and 3, The Diamond, are part of a terrace of eight two-storey houses which form what the UAHS list of 1972 described as “A pleasant enclosure, away from the sea, surrounded by two-storey dwellings and dominated by the Parish Church”. Following the loss of an historic part of that pleasant enclosureto an unauthorised demolition concern turned towards nos. 1 and 3. An application for conversion to hotel was successful. Alterations to the roofline, replacement chimneystacks and fenestration, along with removal of the render leaving exposed rubblestone walling to facade, all detract from the the original character of what was a traditional two-storey rendered townhouse. However, it  remains representative of late-nineteenth century domestic architecture and along with its prominent position on the approach to the town, the building remains of special hisy CCG

HB03-08-004 B 03-08-002 3 The Diamond, Portstewart 06/11/2003 21/10/2010 On his travels through the town of Portstewart, Thackeray described the place as having “…an air of comfort and neatness which is seldom seen in Ireland”. Nos. 1 and 3, The Diamond, are part of a terrace of eight two-storey rendered houses which form what the U.A.H.S. list of 1972 described as being “A pleasant enclosure, away from the sea, surrounded by two-storey dwellings and dominated by the Parish Church”. Part of that pleasant enclosure as recently been lost to an unauthorised demoli�on and concern has now turned towards nos. 1 and 3 which, although in a rela�vely good condi�on, are currently for sale as a ‘development site’. For as long as an air of uncertainty hangs over the future of the terrace these proper�es will be buildings very much at risk. On his travels through the town of Portstewart, Thackeray described the place as having “…an air of comfort and neatness which is seldom seen in Ireland”. Nos. 1 and 3, The Diamond, are part of a terrace of eight two-storey rendered houses which form what the UAHS list of 1972 described as “A pleasant enclosure, away from the sea, surrounded by two-storey dwellings and dominated by the Parish Church”. An historic part of that pleasant enclosure as recently been lost to an unauthorised demoli�on and concern has now turned towards nos. 1 and 3. Although in a rela�vely good state of repair, they had been for sale as a ‘development site’, and an applica�on has recently been submi�ed for their conversion to a hotel along with a major rear extension. For as long as an air of uncertainty hangs over the future of the terrace these proper�es will be considered at risk. On his travels through the town of Portstewart, Thackeray described the place as having “…an air of comfort and neatness which is seldom seen in Ireland”. Nos. 1 and 3, The Diamond, are part of a terrace of eight two-storey houses which form what the UAHS list of 1972 described as “A pleasant enclosure, away from the sea, surrounded by two-storey dwellings and dominated by the Parish Church”. Following the loss of an historic part of that pleasant enclosureto an unauthorised demolition concern turned towards nos. 1 and 3. An application for conversion to hotel was successful. Alterations to the roofline, replacement chimneystacks and fenestration, along with removal of the render leaving exposed rubblestone walling to facade, all detract from the the original character of what was a traditional two-storey rendered townhouse. However, it  remains representative of late-nineteenth century domestic architecture and along with its prominent position on the approach to the town, the building remains of special hisrenumbered to y CCG

HB03-10-001 03-10-001 Town Hall, Mark Street, Portrush 06/11/2003 18/11/2005 This landmark building in the centre of the coastal town of Portrush, once described as being “An immensely vigorous high-Victorian building”, appeared in BAR Vol. 2, p.13. It became the subject of a vigorous campaign to ensure its long-term future. A package has recently been put together that would see the building restored and reused for community purposes, among other things. A majority of the funding has already been secured and it is hoped that work will start soon. This landmark building in the centre of the coastal town of Portrush was once noted as being “an immensely vigorous high-Victorian building”. It became the subject of an immensely vigorous campaign a�er the possibility of its demoli�on had been mooted. Thankfully, wiser council prevailed and a funding package was secured to allow the building to be restored and reused by the community. Work is expected to conclude in the near future.This landmark building in the centre of the coastal town of Portrush was once noted as being “an immensely vigorous high-Victorian building”. It became the subject of an immensely vigorous campaign a�er the possibility of its demoli�on had been mooted. Thankfully, wiser council prevailed and a funding package was secured to allow the building to be restored and reused by the community. In 2004, an extensive 18 month programme of restora�on and refurbishment was undertaken and completed in January 2006. The building is now managed by Causeway Coast and Glens Council as a community  venue.y CCG

HB03-10-038 03-10-002 'Antrim House' 73 Main StreetPortrushCounty AntrimBT56 8BN 01/04/2004 12/01/2007 One of a terrace of three-storey villas with attics, canted bays and Ionic porches, no. 73 Main Street is currently vacant and in a poor state of repair. It was recently the subject of an application to demolish (subsequently withdrawn). Nearby, the former town hall (HB3/10/1) in Mark Street, once it has been restored, should go some way towards lifting the immediate area, as it will provide much needed space for community activities. Hopefully, this important building can also find a new use that will enable it to retain its character and special significance as a listed building.An attractive three-storey terraced building with Freestyle façade of 1895, although currently vacant and in a poor state of repair. It was recently the subject of an application to demolish, which was refused at appeal, and subsequently a scheme of refurbishment has now been proposed. Nearby, the former town hall (HB03/10/001) in Mark Street, once it has been restored, should go some way towards lifting the immediate area, as it will provide much needed space for community activities. Hopefully, this important building can also find a new use that will enable it to retain its character and special significance as a listed building.An attractive three-storey terraced building with Freestyle façade of 1895,  it remained vacant and in a poor state of repair for a number of years.An application to demolish was rightly refused at appeal and  the building incorporated into a hotel development. Despite some unsympathetic changes, this charming building has been alllowed to retain much of its character and special significance.y CCG

HB03-17-008 03-17-001 THE MARKETS LIME MARKET ST. COLERAINE CO.LONDONDERRY 06/11/2003 24/06/2013 One of three market yards included within the BARNI Register, the yard in Coleraine was both designed and built by Alex Mitchel in 1829, at a cost of some £2,744. The 1972 U.A.H.S descrip�on of the yard reads, “They were extended in 1877, and cover a considerable area enclosed by a coursed basalt wall, broken on the north side by two segment-headed sandstone arches. The main entrance is to the south, a single pedimented arch with dressed sandstone surrounds and two single storey rooms on either side with half-hipped roofs…The whole area is well preserved and carefully maintained”. Erected by the Worshipful the Corpora�on of Coleraine and opened in 1830 by the then Lord Mayor, one Hugh Lyle Esq., the market yard is owned by the local council and is currently for sale as an important town centre site (c. 0.83 acres), by way of a development brief. It is hoped that the new owners can develop the market yard with sensi�vity and imagina�on, as Coleraine has lost much of architectural merit over recent years.One of three market yards to have featured on the BARNI Register, the yard in Coleraine was both designed and built by Alex Mitchel in 1829, at a cost of some £2,744. The 1972 UAHS descrip�on of the yard reads, “They were extended in 1877, and cover a considerable area enclosed by a coursed basalt wall, broken on the north side by two segment-headed sandstone arches. The main entrance is to the south, a single pedimented arch with dressed sandstone surrounds and two single storey rooms on either side with half-hipped roofs…The whole area is well preserved and carefully maintained”. Erected by the Worshipful the Corpora�on of Coleraine and opened in 1830 by the then Lord Mayor, one Hugh Lyle Esq., the market yard is owned by the local council and is currently for sale as an important town centre site (c. 0.83 acres), by way of a development brief. It is hoped that new owners can develop the market yard with sensi�vity and imagina�on, as Coleraine has lost much of architectural merit over recent years.Arched entrance with flanking pavilions and walls enclosing a square-shaped open former market yard in Coleraine town centre. One of three market yards to have featured on the HARNI Register, the yard in Coleraine was both designed and built by Alex Mitchel in 1829, at a cost of some £2,744.; constructed 1829 to designs by Alexander Mitchell and extended in 1877. y CCG

HB03-17-010 03-17-002 FORMER IRISH SOCIETY SCHOOL BERESFORD PLACECOLERAINECO.LONDONDERRY 06/11/2003 12/01/2007 The picturesque and rambling former Irish Society national school was designed by Thomas Turner in 1867. It appears for the first time as a building at risk, the third such building from Coleraine to do so. Situated nearby both a former (HB3/17/9 A, B - 4-6 Lime Market Street) and a current building at risk (HB3/17/8 - The Markets), the school was described by Rowan as “Picturesque and chunky brick Gothic: irregular gables, bay-windows, fish-tail slates, sculptured sandstone panels, and octagonal bell turret”. The U.A.H.S list of 1972 further adds that, “The central feature from which the rest of the school grows is the two-storey headmaster’s house, gabled and buttressed…The wing to the west was originally one-storey, ending again in a steep-pitched octagonal roof. From this spreads a pleasant assortment of one-storey schoolrooms, asymmetrical and of varied heights…The school was extended in 1935 by Malcolm McQuigg…” This present building appears to have superseded two former school buildings, the second onlThe picturesque and rambling former Irish Society National School was designed by Thomas Turner in 1867. It appears for the first time as a building at risk, the third such building from Coleraine to do so. The school was described by Rowan as “Picturesque and chunky brick Gothic: irregular gables, bay-windows, fish-tail slates, sculptured sandstone panels, and octagonal bell turret”. The UAHS list of 1972 further adds that, “The central feature from which the rest of the school grows is the two-storey headmaster’s house, gabled and buttressed…The wing to the west was originally one-storey, ending again in a steep-pitched octagonal roof. From this spreads a pleasant assortment of one-storey schoolrooms, asymmetrical and of varied heights…The school was extended in 1935 by Malcolm McQuigg…” This present building appears to have superseded two former school buildings, the second only by some 46 years, with the first school having been founded and presumably built in the year 1705 by the Honourable the Irish SocThe picturesque and rambling former Irish Society National School was designed by Thomas Turner in 1867. It appears for the first time as a building at risk, the third such building from Coleraine to do so. The school was described by Rowan as “Picturesque and chunky brick Gothic: irregular gables, bay-windows, fish-tail slates, sculptured sandstone panels, and octagonal bell turret”. The UAHS list of 1972 further adds that, “The central feature from which the rest of the school grows is the two-storey headmaster’s house, gabled and buttressed…The wing to the west was originally one-storey, ending again in a steep-pitched octagonal roof. From this spreads a pleasant assortment of one-storey schoolrooms, asymmetrical and of varied heights…The school was extended in 1935 by Malcolm McQuigg…” This present building appears to have superseded two former school buildings, the second only by some 46 years, with the first school having been founded and presumably built in the year 1705 by the Honourable the Irish Socy CCG

HB03-17-013 03-17-004 Mount Pleasant, 23 Mountsandel Road Coleraine 24/02/2014 01/01/2021 A pleasing Victorian cottage, stuccoed with Tudor-style drip mouldings and a spectacular view across the river. Built in 1879, the building has fallen into neglect over the years despite a previous planning application. This has now been withdrawn and the historic property is left boarded up and lifeless. The building remains vacant, with broken glass windows which have been boarded up from the interior. Reviewed in 2016 the building hosts cautions and do not enter signs, alluding to its fragility, the house has been cordoned off with high level metal fencing. Once a fine example, in a prominent area in Coleraine, with spectacular views over the River Bann. With senstive restoration the building could be returned to it's former condition. Ref: Refs: Rowan A., ‘North West Ulster’, Penguin, 1979 and U.A.H.S., ‘Coleraine & Portstewart’, 1972*This building has been restored* A pleasing Victorian cottage, stuccoed with Tudor-style drip mouldings and a spectacular view across the river. Built in 1879, the building has fallen into neglect over the years despite a previous planning application. This has now been withdrawn and the historic property is left boarded up and lifeless. The building remains vacant, with broken glass windows which have been boarded up from the interior. Reviewed in 2016 the building hosts cautions and do not enter signs, alluding to its fragility, the house has been cordoned off with high level metal fencing. Once a fine example, in a prominent area in Coleraine, with spectacular views over the River Bann. With senstive restoration the building could be returned to it's former condition. This building was restored in 2021. Ref: Refs: Rowan A., ‘North West Ulster’, Penguin, 1979 and U.A.H.S., ‘Coleraine & Portstewart’, 1972Y CCG

HB04 04-15-001 Former C of I School, Church Street, Ballymoney, County Antrim 17/11/2003 01/01/2015 Included in BAR Vol. 3, p.10, this former multi-gabled Church of Ireland school house, built of basalt with yellow brick dressings to openings, is still lying empty. Solidly constructed and of considerable local interest, its position within the Ballymoney Conservation Area should hopefully ensure that all is done to find it a new sustainable use.Included in Buildings at Risk, Vol. 3, p. 10, this former multi-gabled Church of Ireland school house, built of basalt with yellow brick dressings to openings, continues to lie empty. Solidly constructed and of considerable local interest, its position within the Ballymoney Conservation Area should it is hoped ensure that every effort is made to secure a new sustainable use.this appears to have been restored!! Re-opened in April 2015 - http://connor.anglican.org/2015/04/24/restored-old-school-house-officially-opened-in-ballymoney/ check with caroline - this has been restoredy CCG

HB04/15/001 04/15/002 Former Police Sta�on and jail79 Charlo�e StreetTownparksBallymoneyCo. Antrim 01/02/2019 Mar-20 An important surviving grouping comprising a former jail and adjacent former listed Court house (HB04.15.002). Although converted into a police station in the 20th century, the core of the original c1830 jail building and its former 'keeper's house' are clearly identifiable and considerable original building fabric remains. The 1920's conversion involved adding some good architectural details, most notable a fine Art Deco full height open newel type staircase. Generally the complex with its adjacent court house, are of considerable social importance, having played a significant role in the lives of 19th century Ballymoney. The PSNI have since vacated this premises for a modern building across the road (74-76 Charlotte Street) and the building has remained empty since 2013. Ref: MBR**This building has now been restored** CCG

HB05 ANT 020:00105-01-001 Ardglany's, Ardclinis 12/11/2007 20/08/2013 SMRNO:020:001  Townland:SMRNO:  020:001  Townland:  ARDCLINISy CCG

HB05 ANT 007:00405/07/001 Ballylough Castle 16/01/2009 13/06/2018 SMRNO:007:004Townland:BALLYLOUGH MOREChecked with Liam / Disagree that it should be on the registery CCG

HB05/03/019 05/03/001 Cushendun Parish Church, Cushendun 27/07/2004 Mar-20 Nestled in a wooded area at the heart of the conservation area is the former Cushendun Parish Church of c.1838. Described in the UAHS list as “a plain and pretty little country church of reddish rubble, with tall lime pointed windows, and very tall slim hexagonal tapering pinnacles”, its life as a place of worship ceased in 2003. Cushendun Building Preservation Trust was established to secure a future for the church and in Dec 2015 were awarded a provisional grant of over £250,000 for restoration of the church from the Heritage Lottery Fund.   Initial development funding has been granted to enable the Trust to put together all the information HLF require before the full grant for restoration is released in 2016. This building remains on the Built Heritage at Risk Register, until works are complete. Thanks to Cushendun Building Preservation Trust it looks like it may not be long before we see this charming little church restored, enlivening Cushendun in its new use as a heritage, arts and community venue.**This building has now been restored** CCG

HB05-08-003 05-08-001 corn mill, Bridge Street, Bushmills 06/11/2003 29/03/2012 In 1992, the Conserva�on Area guide noted that “There are no badly run down streets within the proposed Conserva�on Area and derelict proper�es are widely dispersed. Such derelic�on, decay and dilapida�on as does exist is, however, o�en prominently situated”. The observa�on was made above a simple eleva�on of the former court house (HB5/8/4) and a colour picture of this building, the kiln to Currie’s mill, which remains in a dilapidated state. Much posi�ve comment has been made about the excellent conversion of the main mill building but, sadly, the two-storey rubble stone building that housed the kiln is in a poor state of repair. In 1992, the Bushmills Conserva�on Area guide noted: “There are no badly run down streets within the proposed Conserva�on Area and derelict proper�es are widely dispersed. Such derelic�on, decay and dilapida�on as does exist is, however, o�en prominently situated”. This observa�on was shown above a simple eleva�on of the former court house on the main street (HB05/08/004) and a colour picture of this building, the kiln to Currie’s mill, both of which remain in a dilapidated state. A lot of posi�ve comment has rightly been made about the excellent conversion of the main mill building off bridge Street. Sadly, however, the two-storey rubble stone building that housed the kiln is in a poor state of repair. not 2nd surveyed, unsure of current state of kiln house mentioned in last descriptiony CCG

HB05-08-062 05-08-005 43 Main Street, Bushmills 06/11/2003 16/03/2011 This currently is the structure most seriously at risk in Bushmills and its future must be in grave doubt if urgent action is not taken to halt its decay. First highlighted in BAR Vol. 4, p. 8, this simple two-storey, three-bay building with half-dormered attic, no longer has any roof slates, leaving its interior severely exposed to the elements.This is currently the most seriously at risk structure in Bushmills and its future must be in grave doubt if urgent action is not taken to halt its decay. First highlighted in Buildings at Risk, Vol. 4, p. 8, it is a simple two-storey, three-bay building with half-dormered attic. No longer with a roof covering its interior is left severely exposed to the elements.*Note this building is now safe. Once the most at risk building in Bushmills with no roof, this building has since been restored and removed from the register in 2011. The building is now used as apartments known as the 'Blue House Apartments'.New Photograph y CCG

HB05-08-087 05-08-007 100 Main Street, Bushmills 06/11/2003 22/02/2011 One of the most common building types to have featured as being at risk has been the once-tradi�onal small Victorian shop with adjoining dwelling house. Several such proper�es have already been highlighted from Bushmills alone and this building, next to the police sta�on, further adds to that number. Quite a typical 19th-century, two-storey, four-bay building, smooth rendered with a pitched slated roof, the dwelling now appears to be empty and the shop, although s�ll in use, is in need of some maintenance. The Conserva�on Area guide alluded to one of the factors that have resulted in many of these buildings now being at risk, namely the shi� of people from living above the shop to the newly-built housing estates around the historic core. A process which, as yet, remains unchecked.One of the more common building types to have featured in the buildings at risk has been the once-tradi�onal small Victorian shop with adjoining dwelling house. Several such proper�es have already been highlighted from Bushmills and this building, located next to the police sta�on, adds further to that number. A typical 19th-century, two-storey, four-bay structure, smooth rendered with a pitched slated roof, the dwelling house is now empty while the shop, although s�ll in use, is in need of some maintenance. The conserva�on area guide alluded to one of the factors that have resulted in many of these buildings now being at risk; namely the shi� of people from living above the shop to the newly-built housing estates around the historic core. This process, as yet, remains unchecked.This building is now safe, and appears to have maintained its use as both a residentail dwelling and shop.New Photograph y CCG

HB05-13-002 05-13-001 Former Northern Bank, 12 Market StreetBallycastleCo Antrim BT54 6DP 06/11/2003 23/03/2007 Highlighted in BAR Vol. 4, p.11, this listed, former bank building has visibly deteriorated, with blistered paintwork and broken windows. Bre� described the then-func�oning bank in 1971 as “Built to take advantage of the marble trade next door: a fine large bulging stucco building, combining banking-hall and bank-house, ingeniously combined in a single group on a corner site”. He referred also to the very fine market yard next door, itself now a building at risk (HB5/13/3). Recently secured against vandals, this building awaits conversion into apartments as part of the more general proposals for the adjacent yard.Highlighted in Buildings at Risk, Vol. 4, p.11, this listed, former bank building was deteriora�ng, with blistered paintwork and numerous broken windows. Bre� described the then-func�oning bank in 1971 as “Built to take advantage of the marble trade next door: a fine large bulging stucco building, combining banking-hall and bank-house, ingeniously combined in a single group on a corner site”. He referred also to the very fine market yard next door, which itself was a building at risk (HB05/13/003). This property along with the Market Yard (HB05-13-003)'Highlighted in Buildings at Risk, Vol. 4, p.11, this listed, former bank building was deteriorating, with blistered paintwork and numerous broken windows. Brett described the then-functioning bank in 1971 as “Built to take advantage of the marble trade next door: a fine large bulging stucco building, combining banking-hall and bank-house, ingeniously combined in a single group on a corner site”. He referred also to the very fine market yard next door, which itself was a building at risk (HB05/13/003). This property along with the Market Yard (HB05-13-003) have now been converted to apartments and have since became occupied by residents (2016).New Photograph y CCG

HB05-13-003 05-13-002 Market Yard, Market StreetBallycastleCo Antrim 06/11/2003 12/01/2007 This is the third market yard to appear for the first �me in the BARNI Register, the other two being in Coleraine (HB3/17/8) and Larne (HB6/6/28). It is most likely the youngest of the three, having been built in 1858 as a�ested to by the date-stone on the entrance archway. Comprising a dressed-stone gateway with segmental arch - using stones said to have been taken from the old castle in the Diamond - and a basalt wing wall with flanking buildings, it is now in a very vulnerable condi�on. Of the flanking buildings, the one which separated the gateway from no. 12 Market Street (HB5/13/2), has been par�ally demolished, leaving only a part of its front eleva�on. The pair of very a�rac�ve gabled single-storey basalt buildings flanking the gateway to the other side are vacant and have had all of their window openings smashed. A scheme for housing within the confines of the yard has been approved and while the site remains undeveloped, it will be considered to be a building at risk.This is the third market yard to have appeared for the first �me in the BARNI Register, the other two being in Coleraine (HB03/17/008) and Larne (HB06/06/028). It is most likely the youngest of the three, having been built in 1858 as a�ested to by the date-stone on the entrance archway. It comprises a dressed-stone gateway with segmental arch – using stones said to have been taken from the old castle in The Diamond – and a basalt wing wall with flanking buildings (now demolished). Another flanking building, which separated the gateway from no. 12 Market Street (HB05/13/002), has also been demolished. A scheme for housing within the confines of the yard is now taking shape.New Photograph y CCG

HB05-13-021 05-12-003 Royal Bar, 5 The DiamondBallycastleCo Antrim BT54 6AW 06/11/2003 16/03/2011 As is the case when no. 12 Market Street (HB5/13/2) first appeared in a BAR Catalogue, this building has been included in the BARNI Register, not because it is in any immediate danger, but rather because it now seems to be infrequently used and is in need of repair. The pub is a mid-18th century three-storey, three-bay building, facing onto the diamond, and with a double pub front and coach arch on the ground floor. The U.A.H.S. describes the area within which it is situated, The Diamond, as being; “An important space, and an important group around it. The character here could be very quickly and easily lost in any major change, other than repain�ng, in any of its component parts”. This building has been substan�ally altered inside and to the rear and its current structural condi�on requires careful considera�on.As is the case when no. 12 Market Street (HB05/13/002) first appeared in a Buildings at Risk catalogue, this building has been included in the BARNI Register, not because it is in any immediate danger, but rather because it now vacant and in need of repair. It is a mid-18th century three-storey, three-bay building, facing onto the diamond, with a double pub front and coach arch on the ground floor. The UAHS describes the area within which it is situated, The Diamond, as being; “An important space, and an important group around it. The character here could be very quickly and easily lost in any major change, other than repain�ng, in any of its component parts”. This building has been substan�ally altered inside and to the rear and its current structural condi�on is said to require careful considera�on. It is a mid-18th century three-storey, three-bay building, facing onto the diamond, with a double pub front and coach arch on the ground floor. The UAHS describes the area within which it is situated, The Diamond, as being; “An important space, and an important group around it. The character here could be very quickly and easily lost in any major change, other than repainting, in any of its component parts”. This building has been substantially altered inside and to the rear and its current structural condition is said to require careful consideration. This building has been deemed safe from 2011 has been renamed over the years, currently called Halo at present (2016).New Photograph y CCG

HB05-16-005 05-16-001 Kelp store, Ouig, Rathlin Island 07/07/2008 24/06/2013 The old kelp store which springs from the shoreline midway along Church Bay on Rathlin Island is now a large roofless shell. A photograph of the two-storey structure in the Ulster Architectural Heritage Society’s publica�on of 1974 shows it with half a roof s�ll intact, whilst an interpreta�on panel a�ached to the building shows an ar�sts impression of what it might have looked like when fully in use. Although consolidated to prevent further accelerated deteriora�on, a prominent and poten�ally usable asset such as this would deserve a new lease of life; perhaps to help supplement the much needed tourist revenue already generated on the island. Hopefully inclusion on the BHARNI Register might provide some food-for-thought. CCG
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HB05-14-052 & HB05-14-02105-14-001 47-51 Quay Road, Ballycastle

Co Antrim

BT54 6BJ

17/11/2003 12/01/2007 Under threat of demolition, this unlisted former 

industrial building on Quay Road adds significantly 

to the character and appearance of this part of 

the conservation area. Thought to have been 

originally built as a brewery, it later became a 

vicarage and latterly a pair of dwelling houses, 

although it has been vacant for a prolonged 

period of time. A three-storey, eight-bay 

structure, with an asymmetrical window 

arrangement on the front elevation, it would 

seem entirely capable of sensitive reuse, along 

with the extensive range of outbuildings to the 

rear. Surely it would be inconceivable to lose such 

a prominent structure in the conservation area?

2006-2007

CCG



HB Reference Grade SMRNo HARNI ReferenceType Address Date Added Updated description Local AuthorityConservation Area or ATCDEA Area of Deprivation

HB02/03/034 C B+ 02/03/001 Mill Dromore Mills, 64 Baranailt Road, Limavady, BT49 

9HN

23/06/2022 This is the lower portion of a large mill complex, located approximately 5km west 
of the town centre of Limavady, off a laneway on the south-east side of Baranailt 
Road. It consists of several buildings which are located on the N side of the Mill 
Pond; a two-storey block comprising a store, kiln, corn mill, porch, seed house, 
and three out-buildings. Architecturally, its style is typical of the many water-
powered flax and corn mills which were operational in the Ulster countryside 
during the 19th and early 20th centuries.

CC&G No Benbradagh Yes

HB02/13/009 No 02/13/001 Bathing HouseSummer House Roe Valley Country Park Limavady Co 

Londonderry BT49 9EY

23/06/2022 An unusual circular-plan rubblestone bathing house, with conical roof of rubber tiles, and simply 

detailed with four window openings, a single open door, both formed in brick. There is also a 

simple opening serving as a chimney exit. The bathing house is approached by intermittent 

rubble stone steps set into the slope, and sits within a mature setting adjacent to the River Roe in 

Roe Valley Country Park. The building was reputed to have been built in the C18th for the 

Alexander family, who bought the Deer Park in 1766 (along with John Smith of Magilligan) as a 

base for fishing and swimming. Ref. Roe Valley Country Park Guide (DOE NI)

CC&G No Limavady No

HB03/03/046 No 03/03/002 Mill Former beetling mill, Near 39 Cullycapple Road, Aghadowey , 

Coleraine, Co Londonderry, BT51 4AR
23/06/2022 A substantial one and two-storey mid-19th century linen beetling mill. Built of square basalt 

rubble brought to courses. Although long disused and without its machinery, this building is still 

recognisable as a beetling mill on account of its large number of louvred first floor openings 

which provided an air current for the beetled linen hung to dry inside. In a fair condition and it is 

hoped that this substantial building can be retained and a use identified.

CC&G No Bann No

HB03/07/011 A B+ 03/07/003 Big House Cromore House 58 Cromore Road Coleraine Co. 

Londonderry BT55 7PW

02/01/2023 Cromore House is a symmetrical four-bay two-storey-over-basement detached mid-eighteenth 

century country house with attic, formerly a care home and now vacant. The building is 

rectangular in plan built in pink sandstone. The earliest section of the house dates to the mid 

18th Century but what we see today are largely additions carried out in the 1830s. It was 

occupied by John Cromie until his death in 1875. It then passed to the Montague family. It more 

recent times it has been in use by the University before subsequently being utilised as a care 

home. The building is currently vacant and in need of attention to reduce long term damage to 

the historic fabric of the building.

CC&G No Causeway No

HB03/08/007 B2 03/08/003 Town Hall Portstewart Town Hall, The Crescent, Portstewart, 

BT55 7AB

23/06/2022 An interwar neoclassical town hall of 1935 to designs by Benjamin Cowser, two-
storeys with Flemish bonded red brick walls, embellished cast-concrete frieze 
and dressings all beneath a Roman pantiled roof with pinnacle. Linear plan form 
with long symmetrical frontage facing west comprising five windows to each floor, 
with set-back end bays and taller windows to first floor. Wide secondary entrance 
to north side elevation, all entrances set within moulded neoclassical architrave 
surrounds. In a 1995 (vol.3, no.5) edition of Perspective Dr Paul Larmour praised 
the building for being “Modern in style on simple lines, with elevations restrained 
and refined in detail, the massing, materials and treatment of the design showed 
[his] admiration for Scandinavian architecture of the time. The Town Hall was last 
used as a Library, but in 2019 it was forced to close as a report suggested the 
building was unsafe. An iconic and landmark building in Portstewart with potential 
for a wide range of uses.

CC&G No Causeway Yes

HB03/09/009 B2 03/05/002 Vernacular House70 Ballyclogh Road, Bushmills, BT57 8UR 23/06/2022 Three-bay two-storey farmhouse with lower attached former outbuilding attached on axis to 

south. Pitched slate roof with verges and brick chimneystacks, rendered walls and replacement 

timber casement windows in enlarged openings. Listing includes rubble stone boundary wall and 

wrought-iron pedestrian gate. Road fronted, with informal courtyard arrangement of rubble 

stone farm buildings to south, and to rear. The building is visible on the first OS County series 

1830 in its current form with outbuildings to the side and rear. A vacant vernacular farmhouse 

which would benefit from full reoccupation. The variety of outbuildings provide different options 

for future use.

CC&G No Causeway No

HB04/15/020 B2 04/15/004 Music Centre, aka Ballymoney Performing Arts Centre, 

23 Charles Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6DX, Co Antrim

30/01/2023 Built 1905-1906 the Music Performing Arts Centre was formerly a school designed by architect 

James A. Hanna and extended in 1914 by Hobart and Heron (known for public buildings). 

Characterised by its Edwardian red brick construction, fronting Charles Street, the building is 

located within close proximity of Ballymoney town centre. The principal elevation is composed of 

two symmetrical two storey gabled projections with a central entrance bay and left single storey 

flat roofed abutment to the rear. Key design features include parapet gables with kneelers and 

decorative string coursing at first floor level. Symmetrical projecting gables at ground floor have  

square headed windows. The central entrance bay contains a reduced scale interpretation of 

carriageway door with rectilinear 3 pane fan light above. Wrought iron railings, pillars and a low 

rise wall (wrought iron replaced with timber boards) demarcates the boundary with Charles 

Street. The building is in fair condition, however, vacant since c.2008, it is at risk of a slow decay. 

Vegetation growth and broken/boarded up windows are present with risk of damage to interiors 

and water ingress. No recent applications for remedial solutions have been made.  

Ref: HERoNI. 

CC&G No Ballymoney Yes



HB05/03/025 B2 05/03/007 House 116 Tromra Road, Cushendall, Castlegreen Dancehall, 

BT44 0ST

23/06/2022 A slightly asymmetrical three-bay two-storey rendered house with projecting gabled porch, and 

attached single-bay two-storey shop, all beneath the same pitched slate roof. It has three 

rendered chimneystacks, and timber 2/2 sash windows with horizontal glazing bars. The front 

door has been replaced and there is a simple shopfront with panelled double-leaf half-glazed 

timber doors and display window with simple vertical glazing bar. There is a later addition to left 

and a corrugated tin addition to the rear. Although in a fair condition, the building is now vacant. 

If fully occupied there would be a significantly reduced risk to this building. Ref. p.25 Visit Antrim 

Glens booklet; http://visitantrimglens.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Booklet.pdf Building 

Database HB05/03/025

CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/03/036 B1 05/03/008 Vernacular HouseGlendun Road, Altaguire Bridge, Co. Antrim, BT44 0PY 23/06/2022 Detached three-bay single-storey direct-entry vernacular dwelling, built c.1800, with pitched 

natural slate roof, limewashed rubblestone walls, timber sliding sash windows and windbreak 

porch with half-doors. The house has been extended by a single bay at west, and an attached 

outbuilding at east side, both with corrugated tin roofs. It is located off the Glendun Road in a 

picturesque rural location. The main buildings appear on the first edition OS map (1832), and 

were below the valuation threshold in the 1834 Townland valuation; subsequent valuations 

suggest that the group has been little-altered, although the house was originally thatched. The 

buildings are generally in a fair condition but vacant. A building with potential, it could be utilised 

as a holiday cottage, an ideal location to explore the Glens of Antrim.

CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/03/037 B2 05/03/009 Vernacular House140 Tromra Road 

Cushendall

Co. Antrim

BT44 0ST

23/06/2022 A three-bay two-storey early 19th-century vernacular farmhouse, having pitched slate roof with 

rendered chimneystacks, and roughcast-rendered rubblestone walls. There are original 3/3 

timber sliding sash windows with wide margins and exposed boxes, and the central door has 

been replaced. It is set on an elevated site with two successively lower attached rubblestone 

outbuildings, with ridges stepping down due to the incline; these have slate and tin roofs. The 

main buildings appear on the first edition OS map (1832). Valuation revisions show that the 

house, underwent remodelling in 1907, including the raising by a storey, and replacement of the 

original thatch roof with slate. The building has been vacant for over ten years and as a result 

suffering from a lack of maintenance to guttering and slipped slates visible. A charming 

farmhouse which would benefit from reoccupation. Refs: First Edition Ordnance Survey Map 

(1832); Annual Valuation Revisions (1864-1929), Building Database HB05/03/037

CC&G No The Glens No

HB05/03/042 B+ 05/03/010 Mill White House Mill, 44 Glendun Road Cushendun, BT44 

0PY

23/06/2022 A two-storey two-bay water-powered corn mill, dated 1847 on a sandstone 
plaque, with waterwheel and equipment intact. It is abutted by a single-storey 
single-bay flax scutching mill of 1915, which is roofless and open to the 
elements, but also contains original machinery. The mill has a pitched slate roof 
over random rubble stone walls, built to courses with sandstone quoins and red 
brick lintels to the openings. There are vestigial remains of 8/8 timber sashes and 
slate sills, but windows and doors are otherwise missing. A grain store and drying 
kiln survive to the north. The building is first shown on the second edition OS 
map of 1857, and the subsequent 1859 valuation describes the mill complex as 
"house, offices, corn mill and land", all leased by William McGregor from Mr 
White. The mills have been disused since around 1954, when the last owner-
operator, Mr Carey, died. Refs. OS 1:10,560 map, Co Antrim sheet 15 (1859; 
Second valuation book, p.100 (1859); Valuation revision books, 1933-57.

CC&G No The Glens No



Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage at Risk Statistics 

Overview 

 77 buildings in heritage at risk 

 1 demolition (2007) 

 27 Saves since 2005 

 11 additions in 21-22 

 1 save in 21-22 

 49 in private ownership 

 40 described as “Houses” (including vernacular houses, gatelodges and Big houses) 

 26 described as in Very Poor condition (highest) 

 DEA with highest level of Heritage at Risk – The Glens - 26 

Grade Count of Grade

B 5 

B+ 6 

B1 30 

B2 25 

No 9 

SMR 2 

(blank) 

Grand Total 77

2021-2022 General Data

 885 buildings on the heritage at risk register

 325 saves

 30 demolitions 
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Key Points 
 
 
Public Attitudes 

• The level of public concern about environmental issues was high in 2021/22, 
with 82 per cent very or fairly concerned about the environment. 

• Illegal dumping of waste and litter was the biggest environmental concern for 
households in Northern Ireland in 2021/22. 

 
Air & Climate 

• Roadside nitrogen dioxide levels have decreased from 35.1μg/m3 in 2011 to 
24.0μg/m3 in 2021. 

• In 2019, Northern Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions were estimated to be 
21.4 MtCO2e, a reduction of 18 per cent since 1990. 

 
Water and Marine  

• In 2021 soluble reactive phosphorus (SRP) was measured at 93 surveillance 
rivers across Northern Ireland giving an average concentration of 0.071 mg/l 
of phosphorus per litre of water. 

• Of the twenty-five inshore coastal waterbodies delineated in Northern Ireland, 
13 (52 per cent) have been assessed at good or better ecological condition. 

• In 2021, there were 1,893 water pollution incidents reported, of which 871 (46 
per cent) were substantiated (confirmed) as having an impact on the water 
quality of the receiving waterway. 
 

Biodiversity  
• In 2021/22, 55 per cent of features within Marine and Terrestrial protected 

sites were in Favourable condition while 36 per cent were in Unfavourable 
condition. 

 
Historic Environment  

• Listed buildings are those of special architectural or historic interest. The 
number of listed buildings in 2020/21 was 9,020, an increase of 10 per cent 
compared to 2003/04. 
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Introduction 

This compendium report provides information on a range of environmental indicators 
for seven main topics: Public attitudes and Access to Nature, Climate Change, Air, 
Water and Marine, Biodiversity and Land, Waste and finally Historic Environment. The 
indicators presented are based on the most recently available data at the time of 
publication with most providing data on trends over time and where applicable, 
performance against quantified targets. The indicators that are included were 
determined in agreement with key data providers, policy colleagues and other 
interested parties. The report also includes indicators that were population indicators in 
the draft Programme for Government (PfG) 2016-2021, which DAERA had primary 
responsibility to report on.  

This report provides some commentary on each of the indicators and describes any 
trends that they illustrate. All figures in the report, apart from those with maps only, 
have corresponding tables which can be found in the associated data tables available 
online. 

This report is updated annually and each year the indicators are reviewed for their 
usefulness and relevance. Additional indicators will also be considered for future years. 
A major rationalisation of the report was completed in 2020 to concentrate on those 
statistics that are first released in this report and statistics that were produced for PfG 
monitoring. If you have any comments on the indicators currently published or 
suggestions for future reports please send the details to the contact listed at the 
beginning of the report.   

 Reader Information 
This document may be made available in 
alternative formats, please contact us to 
discuss your requirements. Definitions of 
key terms used in this publication are 
available in the User Guidance. 

Purpose 
This is an annual publication which 
provides information on a range of 
environmental indicators in Northern 
Ireland. 

The data contained are used to measure 
progress towards achieving targets from 
various strategies including: 

• Air Quality Directives
• Water Framework Directive

The data are also used by media, the 
general public and special interest groups 
to inform policy and lifestyle choices 
related to the environment. 

Next Updates 
• This report is published annually with the

next update scheduled for May 2023.
• The scheduled dates for all upcoming

publications are available from the
GOV.UK statistics release calendar:
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics
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1 Public Attitudes and Access to Nature 
 

People and households use up significant levels of resources, such as water, energy 
and food, and can exert pressure on the environment. Our lifestyle choices also impact 
upon the state of the environment. This chapter looks at our interaction with and 
changing attitudes towards the environment and signposts the reader to information on 
Northern Ireland’s changing population and environmental pressures. Physically 
connecting and engaging people with the natural environment through the provision of 
quality natural spaces brings additional benefits to society including improving health 
and well-being (exercise, social engagement and mental well-being). 
 
Key points in this chapter: 
 
• The level of public concern about environmental issues was high in 2021/22, with 82 

per cent very or fairly concerned about the environment. 
 

• Illegal dumping of waste and litter was the biggest environmental concern for 
households in Northern Ireland in 2021/22.   

 
• The most common actions taken by households for environmental reasons in 

2021/22 were reusing, recycling and disposing of waste products appropriately and 
reducing food waste. 

 
• In March 2022, 43 per cent of households in Northern Ireland had accessible natural 

space within 400 metres. 
 

Other sources of information published elsewhere which illustrate the various pressures 
on the environment are provided below. 
 
Both population and number of households in Northern Ireland show increasing trends. 
The number of households has tended to increase at a faster rate than the population 
resulting in a declining number of people per household. NISRA provide information on 
population projections as well as an annual update of their mid-year estimates.  
NISRA population statistics 
 
Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, air passenger numbers have increased over the recent 
years in Northern Ireland with the advent of low-fare airlines a major factor in this.  The 
Civil Aviation Authority produces air traffic statistics including the number of passengers 
departing from individual UK airports.  
 
Car travel continues to dominate the way we do most of our day-to-day travelling. 
Information on how and why people travel in Northern Ireland including the number of 
journeys per person, average distance travelled can be sourced from the Department of 
Infrastructure statistics and research section.  
 
The number of carrier bags dispensed by retailers under the carrier bag levy in 
Northern Ireland continue to decline. The latest statistics can be found in the carrier bag 
levy annual report.   
 
Data tables and further information for this chapter can be found online.  
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Level of Concern for the Environment 
 
Figure 1.1 Level of concern for the environment, 2003/04 – 2021/22 
 

 
Source: Continuous Household Survey, NISRA 
 
Note: Provisional data. Finalised information published in July 2022. 
Caution should be used when comparing data from 2020/21 onwards to previous years due to the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Due to changes in the data collection methodology in response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and a significant change in the sample and number of responses, caution 
should be used when comparing data from 2020/21 onwards to previous years. 
 
Northern Ireland households were asked to provide their views on environmental issues 
in NISRA’s Continuous Household Survey (CHS)1.  
 
In 2021/22, the proportion of respondents very or fairly concerned about the 
environment was 82 per cent. Whilst this matched the previous highest figures 
recorded in 2008/09 and 2020/21, caution should be used when comparing 2021/22 to 
historical data due to changes introduced to the survey in response to the Covid-19 
pandemic as outlined above and in the ESR user guidance. 
 
When broken down by age and sex, the percentage of males and females very or fairly 
concerned about the environment were similar (82 and 81 per cent respectively), whilst 
those aged 16-34 were less likely to be very or fairly concerned about the environment 
compared to other age categories. 
 
Charts providing a breakdown of 2021/22 data by age and sex are available in the 
accompanying data tables.  

                                                             
1 https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/chs-survey-documents  
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Environmental Problems Considered Most Important 
 

Figure 1.2 Environmental problems considered most important, 2021/22 

 
Source: Continuous Household Survey, NISRA 
 
Note: Provisional data. Finalised information published in July 2022. 
 
Due to changes in the data collection methodology in response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and an associated reduction in the number of response categories, 2021/22 
data are not directly comparable to the previous environmental problems question used 
until 2019/20. 
 
Households were asked to consider the list of environmental problems specified in 
Figure 1.2 and state which, if any, they thought was the most important issue to them. 
Results show that in 2021/22, the most commonly selected environmental problems 
were illegal dumping of waste and litter (33 per cent), Climate change and ozone layer 
depletion (26 per cent) and pollution of air, water and soil (17 per cent).  
 
When analysed by age, respondents aged 55+ were more likely to select illegal 
dumping of waste and litter as the most important issue than other age categories. 
 
Charts providing a breakdown of 2021/22 data by age and sex are available in the 
accompanying data tables. 
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Actions Taken That Have a Positive Impact on the Environment 
 

Figure 1.3 Actions taken that have a positive impact on the environment, 2021/22 

 
Source: Continuous Household Survey, NISRA 
 
Note: Provisional data. Finalised information published in July 2022. 
 
Due to changes in the data collection methodology in response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and an associated reduction in the number of response categories, 2021/22 
data are not directly comparable to the previous environmental actions question used 
until 2019/20. 
 
The survey asked respondents what actions they had taken in the last 12 months that 
had a positive impact on the environment.  
 
Results indicate that in 2021/22, the top three actions taken by households were: 
reused, recycled and disposed of waste products appropriately (93 per cent); reduced 
food waste (70 per cent) and reduced consumption of household utilities (52 per cent).  
 
Females were more likely to take action to reduce food waste, 75 per cent compared to 
65 per cent of males. Respondents aged 16-34 were less likely to have reused, 
recycled and disposed of waste products appropriately compared to older age 
categories. 
 
Charts providing a breakdown of 2021/22 data by age and sex are available in the 
accompanying data tables. 
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Amount Paid for the Last Carrier Bag Bought 
 

Figure 1.4 Amount paid for the last carrier bag bought, 2021/22 

 
 
Source: Continuous Household Survey, NISRA 

 
Household respondents were asked how much they paid for the last carrier bag they 
bought.  
 
More than a third (34 per cent) responded that they did not buy a carrier bag, whilst 24 
per cent bought bags costing 5 pence, with another 22 per cent buying bags costing 6p 
– 19 pence. 
 
Males were less likely to have bought a carrier bag than females, with 36 per cent 
responding that they did not buy a carrier bag compared to 32 per cent of females. 
 
When analysing by age, those aged 55+ were the least likely to buy any carrier bag. 
 
Charts providing a breakdown of 2021/22 data by age and sex are available in the 
accompanying data tables. 
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Considered the Greatest Threat to Biodiversity 
 

Figure 1.5 Considered the greatest threat to biodiversity, 2021/22 
 

 
Source: Continuous Household Survey, NISRA 
 
Household respondents were asked what they considered to be the greatest threat to 
biodiversity. Biodiversity encompasses the whole variety of life on Earth. It includes all 
species of plants, fungi and animals, i.e. the entire natural world. Most respondents 
selected pollution of air, land and water (40 per cent), climate change (33 per cent) and 
habitat loss by human activity (25 per cent). 

 
Respondents aged 55+ were more likely to consider pollution as the greatest threat to 
biodiversity than younger age categories, whilst those aged 16-34 were more likely 
than the older age categories to consider climate change as the greatest threat. 
 
Charts providing a breakdown of 2021/22 data by age and sex are available in the 
accompanying data tables. 
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Accessible Natural Space 
 
Figure 1.6 Accessible Natural Space, March 2022 
 

Source: Outdoor Recreation NI 
 
Figure 1.6 is a collated Northern Ireland-wide map of all accessible natural space over 
two hectares and off-road routes. It includes natural spaces and trails where the public 
have the landowner’s permission to visit, such as in urban and country parks, forests, 
beaches and walking trails. 
 
This is a new indicator being developed to measure public access to natural space. In 
March 2022 the data gathered to date shows that 43 per cent of households in 
Northern Ireland have accessible natural space within 400 metres. Accessible natural 
space is defined as areas greater than two hectares and off-road trails, which total 
106,326 hectares (area over two hectares) and 3,321 miles (off-road paths). In urban 
areas, 50 per cent of households have accessible natural space within 400 metres 
compared to 13 per cent in rural areas.  
 
Connection with nature during time spent outdoors is aligned with greater care and 
concern for biodiversity, landscapes and the environment and increased pro-nature 
conservation behaviours.  
 
The closer we live to accessible natural space, the more likely we are to make use of it 
on a regular and sustained basis. Outdoor recreation in nature brings additional 
benefits to society including improving health and well-being (exercise, social 
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engagement and mental well-being), increasing active travel, growing and greening the 
economy, tackling inequality and enhancing education and learning. 
 
During the Covid-19 pandemic people relied on outdoor physical activities for their daily 
exercise. This highlighted the need for safe, high quality, accessible and welcoming 
natural spaces and places. Outdoor recreation increased significantly during this time 
and this level has continued higher than previously. 
 
Access to and participation in outdoor recreation within natural space is not equal 
across society. In POMNI (People in the Outdoors Monitor NI), 29 per cent of the 
population surveyed stated they did not have natural space within easy walking 
distance of their home in 2021. This was particularly true for unemployed people, 
people with disabilities and rural residents.  
 
 
This accessible natural space indicator is designed so:  

• Progress can be measured and monitored; 
 

• It can be used to inform planning (e.g. housing, infrastructure and transport, and 
integrating good green infrastructure that connects people to nature and enables 
active travel), gap analysis in current provision, resource allocation, site 
suitability assessments and demographic analysis (e.g. health and deprivation 
etc), and; 

 
• The data can be transformed to be accessible and visually engaging and 

published on Spatial NI (for stakeholders), OutmoreNI (for consumers) and 
OpenDataNI. 

 
Over time it will show where new areas of accessible natural space and trails have 
been created or new links to these, increasing the percentage of the population with 
access. It will also show where access has been lost. 
 
Open space strategies and outdoor recreation plans have been drawn up for a number 
of regional areas including councils and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

12



 

2 Climate Change 
 

Climate change is one of the most serious threats we face today, not only to our 
environment, but to our economic prosperity and global security and has the power to 
affect us no matter where we live. The overwhelming scientific evidence from the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPPC) has highlighted the dramatic 
changes to our climate and their causes. 
 
Northern Ireland faces changes to its climate over the next century. Projections suggest 
that we may face hotter, drier summers and warmer, wetter winters as a result of 
climate change. This chapter will report on greenhouse gas emissions and present a 
time series of temperature and rainfall data calculated using Armagh Observatory 
temperature records. 
 
Key points in this chapter: 
 
• In 2019, Northern Ireland’s greenhouse gas emissions were estimated to be 21.4 

MtCO2e, a reduction of 18 per cent since 1990. The largest sectors in terms of 
emissions in 2019 were agriculture (26 per cent), transport (20 per cent) and 
residential (14 per cent). 
 

• Climate records suggest that the mean annual temperature has been steadily 
increasing since the end of the 19th century. The number of days per year where 
the temperature exceeded 20oC has also been increasing in the same timescale. 

 
Other sources of information published elsewhere provide further details of greenhouse 
gas emissions and efforts to reduce the quantities emitted in Northern Ireland. 
 
For the 12 month period January 2021 to December 2021, 41.3 per cent of total 
electricity consumption in Northern Ireland was generated from renewable sources 
located in Northern Ireland. 
 
The overall number of renewable energy applications received in 2020/21 was 100, an 
increase from 88 in 2019/20 but well below the peak of 820 in 2011/12. 

 
Data tables and further information for this chapter can be found online.  
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
 
Figure 2.1 Total greenhouse gas emissions in Northern Ireland, 1990 – 2019 

 

 
Source: Aether and Ricardo Energy & Environment 
Note: The base year for UK greenhouse gas emissions is 1990 for carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous 
oxide, and 1995 for fluorinated gases. 

 
Greenhouse gas emissions for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are 
published annually, detailing estimates of greenhouse gas emissions since 1990. The 
estimates are consistent with the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change reporting guidelines. The UK Climate Change Act commits the UK to reducing 
emissions by 100 per cent by 2050 from 1990 baseline levels.  
 
In 2019, Northern Ireland's total greenhouse gas emissions accounted for 5 per cent 
of the UK total, higher than its population share of 3 per cent. Since the base year 
(1990), Northern Ireland's total greenhouse gas emissions have decreased by 18 per 
cent from 26.1 to 21.4 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (MtCO2e). 
 
The largest sectors in terms of emissions in 2019 were agriculture (26 per cent), 
transport (20 per cent) and residential (14 per cent). Most sectors showed a decreasing 
trend since the base year. The largest decreases, in terms of tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent, were in the energy supply, waste management and residential sectors. 
These were driven by improvements in energy efficiency, fuel switching from coal to 
natural gas, which became available in the late 1990s, and the introduction of methane 
capture and oxidation systems in landfill management. 
 
The 1990-2020 statistical bulletin on greenhouse gas emissions will be published in 
June 2022. 
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Mean Annual Temperature 
 
Figure 2.2 Mean annual temperature, 1844 – 2021 
 

 
Source: Armagh Observatory 
 
The mean annual temperature for Northern Ireland has been calculated from the 
Armagh Observatory temperature records.      
 
The ten year moving average trend line shows that the mean annual temperature 
reached a low towards the end of the 19th century, and has been steadily increasing 
since.    
 
By the end of the 20th century, the ten-year moving average temperature had risen to 
its highest levels since the temperature records began.  
    
The lowest mean annual temperature (7.35oC) was recorded in 1879.   
     
The highest mean annual temperature (10.64oC) was recorded in 2017.  
      
The 2021 mean annual temperature (10.48oC) was 0.24oC higher than the 10.24oC 
recorded in 2020.        
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Warm and Frost Days per Year 
 
Figure 2.3 Number of warm and frost days per year, 1844 – 2021 
 

 
Source: Armagh Observatory 
 
The number of days per year where temperatures were recorded exceeding 20°C or 
falling below 0°C has been calculated from the Armagh Observatory temperature 
records. 
 
The ten year moving average trend line shows that the number of warm days per year 
reached a low towards the end of the 19th century, and has been steadily increasing 
since. The number of frost days per year reached a high at the end of the 19th century. 
 
The lowest number of recorded frost days per year was 16 days, in 1863 and 1943, 
whilst the highest number of warm days was recorded in 1859 at 71 days.  
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Annual Rainfall 
 
Figure 2.4 Annual rainfall, 1853 – 2021 
 

 
Source: Armagh Observatory 
 
The amount of annual rainfall from 1853 to 2021 has been calculated from the Armagh 
Observatory temperature records. 
 
Since 1853 the ten year moving average has remained between 748 millimetres and 
901 millimetres of rain per year.      
 
2002 saw the highest level (1,065 millimetres) of annual rainfall over the time series, 
whilst the lowest level of annual rainfall was recorded in 1933 at 550 millimetres. 

  

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1853

1863

1873

1883

1893

1903

1913

1923

1933

1943

1953

1963

1973

1983

1993

2003

2013

M
illi

m
et

re
s

Annual rainfall Ten year moving average

17



 

3 Air 
 

The air that we breathe is vital to our health and wellbeing. Good air quality is essential 
for human health, the climate, habitats and the built environment. Pollutants from 
human activity are present in our atmosphere which may adversely impact upon our 
health and natural environment. This chapter will report on the quality of our air. 
 
There are 21 air quality monitoring stations in Northern Ireland. Levels of carbon 
monoxide, nitrogen oxides, sulphur dioxide, particulate matter, ozone, benzene and 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons are monitored at many of these stations and are 
measured against UK Air Quality Strategy objectives and EU Air Quality Directives.     
 
Weather conditions can be a contributing factor to some periods of poor air quality and 
subsequent elevated levels of air pollutants. This is true of hot, sunny weather which 
can lead to higher levels of ozone, and winter weather where temperature inversions 
can lead to increased levels of pollutants, especially particulate matter, at ground level. 
 
Key points in this chapter: 
 
• Roadside nitrogen dioxide levels have decreased from 35.1μg/m3 in 2011 to 

24.0μg/m3 in 2021. 
 

• In 2021, the mean nitrogen dioxide level for the ten sites, previously used as an 
indicator for PfG reporting was 26.3μg/m3. This was 2.0μg/m3 greater than the level 
reported in 2020. 
 

• In 2021 there was no breach of the UK Strategy Objective or EU Limit Values of 40 
μg/m3 for the annual mean concentration of particle matter (PM10). The annual 
mean concentration of PM10 across urban areas was 14 µg/m3 and the mean for 
the Lough Navar rural background monitoring site was 7 µg/m3. 

 
• In 2020, of the ammonia emissions from agriculture, 89 per cent came from 

livestock, 7 per cent from the application of fertilisers containing nitrogen and 4 per 
cent from the application of other organic materials to land (sewage sludge and 
digestate). 

 
 

A comprehensive summary of air pollution in Northern Ireland is available from 
DAERA.  
 
Data tables and further information for this chapter can be found online. 
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Nitrogen Dioxide 

Figure 3.1a Annual mean concentration of nitrogen dioxide (NO2), 2011 – 2021 

Source: DAERA 

Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) is part of a group of gaseous air pollutants produced as a 
result of domestic and industrial combustion, road transport, other forms of transport 
and energy generation. NO2 can exacerbate symptoms of heart and lung conditions, 
thereby reducing quality of life for affected individuals. NO2 can also adversely affect 
plant life and biodiversity in sensitive habitats. 

In 2021, nitrogen dioxide was monitored using automatic techniques at 16 sites across 
Northern Ireland. The UK Air Quality Strategy sets objectives for an hourly mean limit 
of 200μg/m3 and no more than 18 exceedances of this hourly limit are allowed per 
year. In addition, there is an annual mean limit of 40μg/m3. 

Figures for 2021 are provisional as the final data ratification was not completed before 
these statistics were produced, see ESR user guidance document for further details of 
validation and ratification process. The average annual mean concentration of NO2 
across Northern Ireland's urban background sites remained relatively stable between 
2011 and 2016, varying between 20 and 23µg/m3. Since 2017 the average annual 
mean concentration of NO2 has fallen below this level, and was 14.4µg/m3 across 
Northern Ireland's urban background sites in 2021.  

Roadside nitrogen dioxide levels have decreased from 35.1μg/m3 in 2011 to 
24.0μg/m3 in 2021. 
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Figure 3.1b Annual mean concentration of nitrogen dioxide (NO2), 2011 – 2021, 
10 sites 

Source: DAERA 

This indicator was previously used as a population indicator in the Programme for 
Government (PfG) framework. The ten sites included to produce the average statistic 
shown above are:  

• Armagh Lonsdale Road,
• Belfast Newtownards Road,
• Belfast Ormeau Road,
• Belfast Stockman's Lane,
• Belfast Westlink Roden Street,
• Castlereagh Dundonald,
• Derry Dale's Corner,
• Downpatrick Roadside,
• Newtownabbey Antrim Road,
• North Down Holywood A2.

In 2021, the mean nitrogen dioxide level for the ten sites above was 26.3μg/m3. This 
was 2.0μg/m3 greater than the level reported in 2020. 

NO2 levels have shown a gradual reducing trend from 2011 to 2019. Emission dipped 
in 2020 to 24.3μg/m3 coinciding with restrictions implemented in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  
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Particulate Matter 

Figure 3.2 Annual mean concentration of particulate matter (PM10), 2009 – 2021 

Source: DAERA 
Note: There is no value for Lough Navar for 2011 due to low data capture.  

Particulate matter in the atmosphere with a diameter of less than or equal to 10 
microns (PM10) arises from both man-made and natural sources. Road transport and 
fossil fuel combustion produce the majority of airborne particulate matter found in the 
air in urban locations. Fine particles can be carried deep into the lungs where they can 
cause inflammation and a worsening of symptoms in people with heart and lung 
diseases. In addition, they may carry surface-absorbed carcinogenic compounds into 
the lungs. 

The UK Air Quality Strategy sets objectives for an annual mean objective of 40 μg/m3 
for PM10. It also sets a daily mean limit (24-hour mean) of 50 μg/m3 which is not to be 
exceeded more than 35 times a year. 

Figures for 2021 are provisional as the final data ratification was not completed before 
these statistics were produced, see ESR user guidance document for further details of 
validation and ratification process. In 2021, at all 12 sites where PM10 is monitored, 
there was no breach of the UK Strategy Objective or EU Limit Values of 40 μg/m3 for 
the annual mean concentration of this pollutant.  

The annual mean concentration of PM10 across urban areas in Northern Ireland in 
2021 was 14 µg/m3 and the annual mean for the Lough Navar rural background 
monitoring site was 7 µg/m3. In the period since 2009, the annual mean concentration 
of PM10 at the rural Lough Navar site has been no higher than 12 µg/m3 while the 
annual mean concentration across Northern Ireland’s urban monitoring sites has 
reached a maximum of 22 µg/m3 (in 2010), but has shown a gradual decline since.  
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Ammonia  

Figure 3.3 Annual ammonia emissions from agriculture, 2001 – 2020 

Source: Rothamsted Research, North Wyke 
Note: Provisional data. Finalised information published in NAEI Air Quality Pollutant Inventory in October 
2022. 

Ammonia is an air pollutant which arises mainly from agricultural practices. The 
agriculture sector accounted for the majority of ammonia emissions in Northern 
Ireland in 2020. Other sources include transport, commercial and domestic 
combustion and industrial processes. 

In 2020, of the ammonia emissions from agriculture, 89 per cent came from livestock, 
7 per cent from the application of fertilisers containing nitrogen and 4 per cent from the 
application of other organic materials to land (sewage sludge and digestate). 
Estimates of total ammonia emissions from agriculture are based on numbers of 
cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry, horses, goats and deer together with associated 
information on livestock and manure management practices and the use of nitrogen-
containing fertilisers.  

Emissions from livestock have increased by 8.1 per cent since 2001 (from 25.6kt to 
27.7kt in 2020). This compares with a 3.2 per cent decrease for the UK as a whole 
over the same period. Cattle numbers have declined to a lesser extent in NI compared 
with the UK as a whole. Dairy cow numbers have also increased in NI. Pig and poultry 
numbers have increased over this period in NI in contrast to decreasing or stable 
populations for the UK as a whole. 

The ammonia emissions from nitrogen fertilisers have declined by 1.1 kilotonnes (from 
3.3kt in 2001 to 2.2kt in 2020), a 33 per cent decrease. This is directly associated with 
a significant reduction in fertiliser use, particularly on grassland. Overall, ammonia 
emissions have increased, by 7.7 per cent, from 28.9kt in 2001 to 31.2kt in 2020. 
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4 Water and Marine 

Water is an essential natural resource and plays a vital role in maintaining biodiversity, 
our health and social welfare and our economic development. Our rivers, lakes, 
estuaries, seas and groundwater provide water to sustain many of our core social and 
economic activities, and also provide drinking water for our population.  

The majority of Northern Ireland’s 650 km of coastline is protected for its special 
interest and a number of our coastal species and habitats are recognised as 
internationally important. The marine life in the seas surrounding Northern Ireland is 
rich and varied and includes marine mammals such as harbour seals, whales, dolphins, 
seabirds, waterfowl and other species that migrate here.  

This chapter looks at the quality of Northern Ireland’s inland and coastal waters, 
including levels of compliance with waste water standards, pollution incidents and Irish 
Sea temperatures. 

Key points in this chapter: 

• Of the twenty-five inshore coastal waterbodies delineated in Northern Ireland, 13
(52 per cent) have been assessed at good or better ecological condition.

• In 2021 soluble reactive phosphorus (SRP) was measured at 93 surveillance rivers
across Northern Ireland giving an average concentration of 0.071 mg/l of
phosphorus per litre of water. This was 0.024 mg/l more than the lowest figure
reported in this time series, 0.047 mg/l in 2012.

• Water pollution incidents are investigated by Northern Ireland Environment Agency
(NIEA). In 2021 there were 1,893 incidents reported to NIEA or discovered by NIEA
during inspections, of which 871 (46 per cent) were substantiated (confirmed) as
having an impact on the water quality of the receiving waterway. Of these, 14 per
cent were considered to be of High or Medium Severity.

• Five out of nine designated shellfish water protected areas (SWPAs) complied with
the Water Framework Directive guideline E. Coli standard in Shellfish Flesh in
2021.

Statistics related to drinking water quality, bathing water quality, blue flag beaches, 
marine water quality and beach litter are available online. 

Whilst statistics on the state of the water environment are published annually in this 
report, Water Framework Directive data are not updated each year due to the 
timescales of monitoring. The latest Water Framework Directive statistics on the 
status of all water body types: rivers, lakes, transitional & coastal and groundwater 
were published in 2021. 

Data tables and further information for this chapter can be found online. 
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Groundwater Quality 

Figure 4.1 Annual mean nitrate concentrations (in groundwater), 2000 – 2020 

Source: NIEA 
Note: no figures for 2007 as a major review of the network  was undertaken during that period. 

The Northern Ireland regional groundwater monitoring of nitrate concentrations was 
initiated in 2000 and is ongoing (Figure 4.1). The Water (Amendment) (Northern 
Ireland) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 ensures that the Water Framework Directive (as 
transposed) maintains the Groundwater Daughter Directive (2006/118/EC) groundwater 
quality standard of 50 mg NO3/l. In the period 2000 to 2006, 91 per cent of sites had an 
annual mean concentration of less than 40 mg NO3/l, in which 82 per cent of these 
sites had concentrations of less than 25 mg NO3/l. 

The regional network of monitoring sites was reviewed in 2007/2008. The nitrate 
groundwater monitoring programme resumed in 2008. The figures both pre and post 
review are broadly comparable.  

In 2020 the Northern Ireland Executive imposed a series of restriction measures upon 
the country in response to the SARS Covid-19 viral outbreak. These restrictions came 
into place on March 23rd and meant that the groundwater monitoring programme, was 
suspended until July. In addition to reduced number of samples, at all sites, a number 
of sites could not be accessed due to health and safety. 

In 2020, nitrate concentrations were monitored at 50 groundwater sites across Northern 
Ireland giving an average concentration of 7.07 mg NO3/l. At 47 of the 50 groundwater 
monitoring stations (94 per cent) in 2020, groundwater nitrate concentrations were 
consistently below 25 mg NO3/l. 

The 2 sites (4 per cent) that are reported above 50 mg NO3/l in 2020 can be described 
as the following: One site has consistently been over 50mg NO3/l for the last 8 years 
and its 2020 average was 81.45 mg NO3/l an increase from 65.6 mg NO3/l in 2019. 
The other monitoring site was added to the network in 2018, had an average value of 
44.30 mg NO3/l in 2019 and an average value of 50.46 mg NO3/l in 2020.   
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River Quality - nitrate 
 
Figure 4.2 Annual mean nitrate concentrations (in rivers), 2000 – 2020 
 

 
Source: NIEA 
Note: Due to restrictions imposed as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, river monitoring was affected 
with samples not taken in April and May and a limited number taken in March and December of 2020. 
 
Under the Nitrates Directive, Northern Ireland must monitor surface waters for nitrate 
pollution against a mandatory standard of 50 mg NO3/l. In addition, a guide standard 
for surface waters is operational where 90 per cent of samples should be less than 25 
mg NO3/l.  
 
In the period 2000 to 2011, over 99 per cent of sites had an annual mean 
concentration of less than 25 mg NO3/l. In the period 2012 to 2016, all rivers that were 
monitored for nitrate had an annual mean concentration of less than 25 mg NO3/l. In 
2020, 100 per cent of sites had an annual mean concentration of less than 25 mg 
NO3/l. 
 
Long-term seasonal trend analysis shows that the monthly trends in average nitrate 
concentrations in rivers in Northern Ireland are predominantly decreasing or stable 
over the 28-year period, 1992-2019, which may be attributed to the measures 
implemented through the Nutrient Action Programme. 
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River Quality – Soluble Reactive Phosphorus 
 
Figure 4.3 Soluble Reactive Phosphorus (SRP) in rivers, 2004 – 2021 
 

 
Source: DAERA 
Note: Due to restrictions imposed as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, river monitoring was affected 
with samples not taken in April and May and limited numbers taken in March and December of 2020. 
  
Soluble Reactive Phosphorus (SRP) is a plant nutrient, which, when present in rivers 
in elevated concentrations, can lead to accelerated growth of algae and other plants. 
The impact on the composition and abundance of plant species can have adverse 
implications for other aspects of water quality, such as oxygen levels, and for the 
characteristics of river habitats. These various changes can cause undesirable 
disturbances to populations of water animals, such as invertebrates and fish. 
 
The introduction of The Phosphorus (Use in Agriculture) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2006 has contributed to a reduction in phosphorus from agricultural activities, 
in conjunction with ongoing improvements in domestic wastewater treatment through 
investment by Northern Ireland Water. From the low of 0.047 mg/l reported in 2012, 
levels of soluble reactive phosphorus in the 93 Surveillance Rivers have increased to 
0.071 mg/l in 2021. 
 
This indicator was a population indicator in the draft Programme for Government (PfG) 
2016-2021 framework.  
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Coastal Water Bodies in Good Ecological Condition 
 
Figure 4.4 Number of coastal water bodies in good ecological condition 2015-
2021  

 
 
Source: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Division 
 
Twenty-five inshore (less than one nautical mile) coastal waterbodies (including 
estuaries and sea loughs) have been delineated in Northern Ireland. Some 13 water 
bodies (52 per cent) have been assessed at good or better ecological condition.  
 
This is based on monitoring data for a variety of biotic (e.g. flora and fauna) and abiotic 
(e.g. dissolved oxygen, nutrients (dissolved inorganic nitrogen (DIN)) components. Six 
water bodies (24 per cent) failed to meet good condition due to a single quality element; 
five of these were due to excess nutrients.  Five water bodies (20 per cent) did not 
achieve good condition due to two failing parameters, and one water body (4 per cent) 
failed to meet good condition due to three failing quality elements. Excessive nutrients 
(DIN) was responsible for 10 of the 12 water bodies failing to achieve good condition. 
 
Excessive levels of marine nutrients can lead to local imbalances of marine 
phytoplankton (planktonic blooms) and macroalgae (seaweeds) a process known as 
eutrophication. Local effects can include smothering of other marine macroalgae and 
animals, particularly in intertidal areas. Severe eutrophication can lead to reduced 
dissolved oxygen concentrations which can result in fish kills. This assessment 
suggests that high nutrient levels, particularly in inshore estuarine waters and sea 
loughs, are a key element responsible for coastal water bodies not attaining good 
condition. 
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Industrial Discharge Quality 
 
Figure 4.5 Trends in annual private and trade discharge consent compliance, 
2001 – 2021* 
 

 
Source: NIEA 
* Caution should be used when comparing 2020 and 2021 data with previous years due to a lower 
sampling rate. 
 
The monitoring of effluent discharges gives an indication of levels of pollution to the 
water environment and improvements in controls. 
 
Due to ongoing travel restrictions and other constraints as a result of the COVID-19 
Pandemic, the compliance sampling programme was again reduced for the 2021 
calendar year, with around 40 per cent of the of sample stations scheduled in 2019 
being sampled in 2021. The compliance figures reported are therefore based on a 
much smaller number of sites than were reported previously and these figures reflect 
a pass/fail assessment of compliance, based, in most cases, on a single sample 
result. 
 
Compliance with consent standards for Private Sewage has dipped somewhat based 
on previous figures.  This is attributed to the short term impact of restarting systems 
which may have been ‘mothballed’ during successive lockdowns at e.g. caravan parks 
or other hospitality premises. However, restrictions on sample location and types 
mean this data is not likely to be a full picture at this time.  In the absence of formal 
compliance testing during the pandemic, surveillance and visual inspections have 
been used to help monitor sites and to respond to any reports of pollution.  
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Water Utility Discharge Quality 
 
Figure 4.6 Summary of compliance of Water Utility Waste Water Treatment Works 
(WWTW), 2007 – 2021 
 

 
Source: NIEA 
 
Compliance of WwTW with the Standards in Water Order Consents (WOC) 
Compliance of Wastewater Treatment Works (WwTW) with numeric conditions of 
Water Order consents was introduced in 2007. It is a key performance indicator for the 
water utility sector and has improved since 2007 with compliance now at 94 per cent. 
 
Northern Ireland Water (NIW) compliance is assessed against numeric standards set 
for discharges serving a population equivalent greater than 249. The number of 
WwTW has dropped from 244 in 2007, to 240 in 2021. Numeric compliance is also 
assessed for six WwTW operated under Public Private Partnership (PPP) contracts 
which continued to achieve 100 per cent compliance. Of the 240 WwTW assessed, 
225 complied with the numeric conditions of their Water Order Consents. 
 
Compliance of WwTW with the Urban Waste Water Treatment Regulations 
Numeric compliance is assessed against the requirements of the Urban Waste Water 
Treatment (UWWT) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2007 for 78 WwTW under the 
Regulations in 2021. Compliance has improved since 2007 and reached 99 per cent 
in 2021. There was one non-compliant WwTW in 2021. 
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Water Pollution Incidents 
 
Figure 4.7a Severity of substantiated water pollution incidents, 2001 – 2021 

 
Source: NIEA 
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Figure 4.7b Source of Substantiated Water Pollution Incidents, 2005 – 2021 
 

 
Source: NIEA 
 
In 2021, there were 1,893 incidents either reported to NIEA or discovered by NIEA staff 
during inspections or proactive work, of which 871 (46 per cent) were substantiated 
(confirmed) as having an impact on the water quality of the receiving waterway.  
 
The total number of reported and discovered incidents decreased by 3 per cent 
compared with last reported year (1,953) and the number of substantiated incidents in 
2021 (871) decreased by 8 per cent compared to 2020 (947). The total number of 
substantiated incidents in 2021 was 44 per cent lower than the average annual level 
recorded in the period 2001 – 2003 (1,543).  
                                                                               
Substantiated pollution incidents are classified according to their environmental impact 
severity. A total of 122 (14 per cent) high and medium severity incidents were 
investigated during 2021. This was a decrease of 8 per cent compared with 2020 figure 
(133). 
 
In 2021, Farming (29 per cent), accounted for the largest proportion of substantiated 
incidents investigated by NIEA, followed by Domestic (21 per cent), Other (18 per cent), 
Industry (17 per cent), Northern Ireland Water Ltd (13 per cent) and Transport (1 per 
cent).  
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Shellfish Water Protected Areas 
 
Figure 4.8 Shellfish waters directive compliance, 2008 - 2021 
 

 
 
Source: DAERA Marine and Fisheries Division 
Note: From 2008-2013, compliance was measured against guideline E. Coli standard in flesh as set out 
in the Shellfish Waters Directive.  
*In January 2014, the Shellfish Waters Directive was subsumed into the Water Framework  Directive 
(WFD). The WFD Guideline standard is slightly tighter than the existing standard in the Shellfish Waters 
Directive. 
** No data for Marlfield from 2014 hence the total number of shellfish waters is 9 for these years. 

 
Designated Shellfish Water Protected Areas (SWPAs) are areas designated for the 
protection of shellfish growth and production. Good water quality is important for the 
production of high quality shellfish. In Northern Ireland there are currently ten Shellfish 
Water Protected Areas which were designated under the Shellfish Waters Directive 
and are currently managed under the Water Environment (Water Framework 
Directive) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017. These SWPAs are located within 
Lough Foyle (Longfield Bank and Balls Point), Larne Lough, Belfast Lough, Strangford 
Lough (Skate Rock, Reagh Bay/ Paddy’s Point and Marlfield Bay), Killough Harbour, 
Dundrum Bay and Carlingford Lough. Further information regarding areas sampled 
can be found at https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/shellfish-action-plans-2019 

 
In January 2014, the Shellfish Waters Directive was subsumed into the Water 
Framework Directive, resulting in more stringent E. coli standards and a noticeable 
“drop” in the percentage of designated shellfish waters. In 2021, five out of nine 
designated shellfish waters (56 per cent) complied with the guideline E coli standard. 
In 2020 the percentage compliance was 33 per cent with three out of nine designated 
shellfish waters achieving compliance.  No data was available for Marlfield in 
Strangford Lough which has not seen any shellfish harvesting for a number of years. 
The Department will consider the de-designation of this site if harvesting is not 
recommenced.  
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Comprehensive monitoring programmes are in place to assess the status of Shellfish 
Water Protected Areas under the Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017 and classification under the EU Hygiene 
Regulations (854/2004). A suite of determinants are assessed to determine ecological 
status and the overall objective under Water Framework Directive (Table 4.8ii included 
in the data tables). 

DAERA Environment Marine and Fisheries Division continue to manage Shellfish 
Water Protected Areas to ensure that there is no deterioration in water quality; also 
that steady progress is made towards compliance with guideline standards. 
Compliance with guideline standards are determined by measuring E.coli and other 
prescribed contaminants in shellfish flesh. Relevant shellfish waters contaminants are 
monitored under Water Framework Directive Annex VIII and Annex X specific 
pollutants and priority hazardous substances. 

Shellfish beds are classified by the Food Standards Agency in Northern Ireland (FSA 
in NI) to determine the levels of post-harvest treatment that is required before shellfish 
can be placed on the market for consumption. Monthly monitoring of shellfish flesh is 
conducted to ensure that the classification that has been awarded by the FSA in NI 
remains appropriate. Thus ensuring that levels of marine biotoxins and chemical 
contaminants within the shellfish flesh do not exceed regulatory limits or cause a risk 
to public health. 

DAERA Environment Marine and Fisheries Division work closely with the FSA in NI in 
managing shellfisheries from both an environmental and public health perspective. 

A full list of shellfish waters and the compliance standard met for each year from 2008 
to 2021 is included in the data tables that accompany this report. 
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Sea Temperature 

Figure 4.9 Average monthly sea temperature by depth, Irish Sea, January – 
December 21 

Source: AFBI 

As part of a long-term research programme investigating how the physical 
environment affects the Irish Sea’s marine ecosystem, the Agri-Food and Biosciences 
Institute maintain an instrumented mooring in the western Irish Sea measuring 
temperature, salinity, chlorophyll, and turbidity. This mooring will also soon report data 
on waves, meteorology and ocean acidification parameters, as the western Irish sea 
oceanographic climate is expected to change under current climate projections with 
the potential to affect marine ecosystems and coastal erosion processes.  

The temperature of the sea is recorded by thermistors at different depths every three 
hours and from these measurements daily mean values can be calculated. One is 
located on the underside of the moored buoy at ~2m seabed, and one close to the 
anchor at a depth of ~90m. Other thermistors are located along the mooring line at 20, 
40 and 65 m. This mooring is just one of a number of permanent coastal monitoring 
moorings maintained by AFBI. 

The lowest water temperature is usually recorded in February and the warmest in 
August. During the autumn and winter months there is generally little difference in the 
temperature of water close to the surface and near the seabed. Warming of the surface 
layers during spring and summer causes the water column to stratify, isolating the 
bottom water from the surface. Consequently, the bottom water does not warm up as 
much or mix with the surface water. During the summer the temperature differences 
between surface and bottom water layers can be as much as 7 or 8 °C, and there are 
differences in ecologically-significant parameters such as dissolved oxygen and nutrient 
concentrations. During the July 2021 heatwave, with daily average sea surface 
temperatures reaching a record breaking 19.72 ℃ on the 23rd July (8.83 ℃ higher than 
the bottom water temperature). Despite the continued challenges of maintaining an 
environmental monitoring programme through the Covid-19 pandemic, AFBI have 
continued to maintain data collection for this long-term monitoring programme. This is 
essential to understand the functioning of the Irish Sea gyre, a regionally important 
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oceanographic feature that controls the ecosystems that support Irish Sea fisheries. 
The time-series now consists of 25 years of data and a detailed analysis of the data to 
investigate inter-annual variability in the seasonal development (onset, duration, 
breakdown) of water column stratification is currently underway.      
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5 Biodiversity and Land 

Biodiversity describes the vast range of living organisms on earth. Biological diversity 
has been defined as: 

“The variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, 
terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological 
complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within species, 
between species and of ecosystems”. 
Convention on Biological Diversity, 1992 

The state of our biodiversity reflects the state of our air, water and land environments. Land 
and landscape management have the greatest visual impact on our environment and our 
appreciation of it. Whether the land is used for agriculture, housing or forestry its value is 
immense and perhaps most importantly, it is a limited resource. This chapter includes 
statistics on the extent of nature conservation designations in Northern Ireland, the condition 
of some of these designations, bird populations, forest and woodland plantings and the role 
of agri-environment schemes on our land. 

Key points in this chapter: 

• By March 2022, 111,159 hectares across 394 sites were declared Areas of Special
Scientific Interest (ASSI). 246,300 hectares across 58 sites were declared Special
Areas of Conservation (SACs) and 114,600 hectares across 16 sites as Special
Protection Areas (SPAs). 77,700 hectares across 20 sites were declared Ramsar
sites (areas of wetland and waterfowl conservation), and 26,178 hectares across 5
sites as Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs).

• In 2021/22, 55 per cent of features within Marine and Terrestrial protected sites
were in Favourable condition while 36 per cent were in Unfavourable condition.
Some 3 per cent were in Unfavourable-Recovering condition with less than 1 per
cent Destroyed.

• The wild bird population indicator using 56 bird species shows broadly similar
levels in 2019 as in 1996. However, bird populations peaked in 2005 and have
been in decline since, driven principally by bird species found in farmland habitats.

• In 2021/22, 422 hectares of new woodland (92 hectares conifer and 330 hectares
broadleaf) were planted by NI Forest Service and private landowners supported by
grant aid.

• Agri-environment schemes encourage farmers and landowners to manage their
land to benefit the environment. At the end of 2021, 62,000 hectares of land in
Northern Ireland were under agri-environment scheme agreement.

The number of Green Flag Award winning sites in Northern Ireland has grown sharply 
in the last 10 years.  

Data tables and further information for this chapter can be found online. 
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Nature Conservation Designations 
 
Figure 5.1(a) Area of nature conservation designations, 2000/01 – 2021/22 
 

 
Source: NIEA  
* These figures include all conservation designations up to and including 2000/01. 
 
Identifying and protecting areas of special nature and geological interest has been a 
cornerstone of conservation action on land in Northern Ireland over the last 50 years, 
and at sea from the mid-2000s. Areas which are particularly important for certain 
species, habitats or earth science features have been formally designated in 
accordance with a number of pieces of national and international legislation, into one or 
more of the designations displayed in Figure 5.1(a). These are areas of protection 
which aim to retain and enhance the nature conservation value of these species and 
habitats, and therefore their associated wider ecosystem benefits too. The on-going 
protection and management of this network of sites ensures that important natural and 
cultural assets can be enjoyed by this and future generations. 
 
By 31st March 2022, a total of 111,159 hectares across 394 sites were declared Areas 
of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI). 246,300 hectares across 58 sites were declared 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and 114,600 hectares across 16 sites as Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs). 77,700 hectares across 20 sites were declared as Ramsar 
sites (areas of wetland and waterfowl conservation), and 26,178 hectares across 5 
sites as Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs). These sites capture the most important 
and, in some cases, threatened species and habitats on land, including rivers and 
lakes, at the coast, and in areas of our surrounding seas.  
 
As there is some overlap between these different types of designation, it is not possible 
to provide an absolute figure on the total extent of designations. Figures 5.1(b) and 
5.1(c) show the spatial extent and distribution of these areas.  
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Figure 5.1(b) Areas of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI) and Marine Conservation 
Zones (MCZ), designated between 1976 and 2022 
 

 
 

 
Figure 5.1(c) Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs) and Ramsar sites, designated between 1976 and 2022 
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Condition of features 
 
Figure 5.2a Condition of Features within Marine and Terrestrial protected sites, 
2016/17 - 2021/22 
 

 
Source: NIEA 
 
Protected sites have been designated based on specific qualifying features, namely 
species, habitats and geological features. A site will have at least one, and generally 
multiple, features of interest. To comply with the parent legislation, regular monitoring of 
and reporting on the features is required, to assess their conservation status. This is 
undertaken within a six-year cycle.  
 
The monitoring process involves an evaluation of the condition of the qualifying 
features in each protected area. This is known as ‘Condition Assessment’ monitoring 
and follows the UK Common Standards Monitoring (CSM) approach to ensure NI 
monitoring is focussed, and consistent with methods used throughout the UK. Further 
information on CSM can be found at JNCC (2004)2. 
 
Each site has tailored ‘Conservation Objectives’, which detail the attributes 
(measurable targets) for each interest feature within the site. The condition assessment 
determines the condition status of each interest feature when compared against 
relevant feature attributes.  
 
 
 

                                                             
2 JNCC (2004). JNCC Common Standards Monitoring: Introduction to the Guidance Manual, February 
2004. https://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/f6fef832-93f0-4733-bf1d-535d28e5007e/CSM-Introduction-
2004.pdf  
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The JNCC Statement on Common Standards Monitoring (JNCC, 2019)3 assesses 
interest features using one of the following condition categories: 
 

• Favourable: Condition objectives are being met 
• Unfavourable: Condition objectives are not being met 
• Partially destroyed: The feature, habitat or processes essential to support it 

have been removed or irretrievably altered. A condition assessment should be 
carried out on the remaining, intact feature. 

• Destroyed: The feature, its supporting habitat or processes have been 
affected (completely or partially) to such an extent that there is no hope of 
recovery. 
 

These can be further sub-categorised to capture details of pressures on the feature 
which may contribute to decline, or where recovery of a feature is taking place: 

 
• Unfavourable Recovering: The feature has begun, or is continuing, to show a 

trend towards favourable condition 
 

This metric displays only the unfavourable recovering sub-category as it shows positive 
movement towards favourable condition as a result of appropriate management. 
 
The aim with protected sites management is to achieve favourable condition for the 
site’s features. This is enshrined in a range of international commitments including the 
Convention on Biological Diversity and local strategies.  
 
For the first time in 2022, a combined feature condition metric for Northern Ireland has 
been produced for total network features on land and at sea. This is a more continuous 
approach to align with reporting methods used in other regions of the UK. 
 
The most up-to-date figures for the 2021/22 reporting period highlight that 55 per cent 
of all features are in favourable condition, 36 per cent are in unfavourable condition, 3 
per cent are unfavourable-recovering and less than 1 per cent are destroyed. Six per 
cent of features have not had a formal condition assessment, and so a feature 
condition assessment cannot be determined for these features.  
 
When split into habitats, species and earth science features assessed, 38 per cent of 
habitats and 56 per cent of species features are in favourable condition, compared to 
95 per cent of earth science features in favourable condition. This reflects the relative 
stability of geological features compared to the increasing pressures on the natural 
environment, contributing to the comparatively lower percentages for habitats and 
species features. 
 
There is considerable variation in the proportion of features in favourable condition 
across the different habitat and species feature categories; a more detailed breakdown 
of the proportion of individual natural feature types in favourable condition within these 
categories can be viewed in Table 5.2b. 

                                                             
3 JNCC (2019). A Statement on Common Standards for Monitoring Protected Sites 2019, ISBN 978-1-
86107-631-1. https://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/0450edfd-a56b-4f65-aff6-3ef66187dc81/CSM-Statement-
2019-FINAL.pdf 
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Table 5.2b Condition of features within Terrestrial and Marine protected sites by 
type of feature, year ended March 2022 

Feature Type Number of 
Features 

Number of 
Features in 
Favourable 
Condition 

Proportion 
Favourable % 

Habitats 
   Bogs 53 13 25% 
   Coastal 52 19 37% 
   Freshwater 58 17 29% 
   Grasslands 102 67 66% 
   Heathlands 43 6 14% 
   Inland Rock 16 11 69% 
   Marine 45 39 87% 
   Fen, marsh & swamp 89 27 30% 
   Woodlands 80 7 9% 
Habitats Total 538 206 38% 
Species 
   Birds 367 228 62% 
   Fish 8 4 50% 
   Invertebrates 127 66 52% 
   Marine Mammals 7 6 86% 
   Non-Vascular Plants 37 7 19% 
   Terrestrial Mammals 11 10 91% 
   Vascular Plants 70 29 41% 
Species Total 627 350 56% 
Earth Science 
   Earth Science 204 193 95% 
Earth Science Total 204 193 95% 
Total 1,369 749 55% 

Restoring features that are currently in unfavourable condition to favourable condition 
can take a long time. DAERA will continue work to bring the protected sites network 
features into favourable condition through effective management.  

On Land 

NIEA is continuing to work with landowners and other stakeholders to ensure that 
appropriate management of protected areas is in place.  

In 2021/22, the area of terrestrial protected sites under favourable management in 
Northern Ireland was recorded as 34,835 hectares.  

A range of initiatives and delivery mechanisms, which include potential funding, have 
been identified to help achieve favourable condition for terrestrial sites, including: 

• Roll out of the Environmental Farming Scheme Higher Level agreements
which commenced in early 2018.
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• Management of Sensitive Sites (MOSS) scheme to support favourable
management in designated sites.

• Continue to provide support to the two INTERREG Va Habitats projects
delivering a series of conservation management plans and conservation
actions for a range of cross border sites.

• Working with local authorities to protect priority habitats and species advising
on development control and new area plans.

• Developing working examples on the most effective way of measuring natural
capital to ensure that the full benefits of natural assets are realised which will
ultimately inform elements of CMPs.

• Working with DAERA’s grant-aid budget and external EU and Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF) funding to manage designated sites and priority habitats and
species.

At Sea 

Northern Ireland has exceeded its “30x30” target for protected areas designation in the 
marine area, the aim to designate 30 per cent of sea area for protection by 2030. Thirty 
eight per cent of our waters fall within the MPA network. Some additional designations 
will be required to achieve the target of being ecologically coherent.  

In 2021/22, the area of marine protected sites under favourable management in 
Northern Ireland was recorded as 21,168 hectares. 

During this period, DAERA has been working with stakeholders to develop effective 
management for MPAs. 

A range of initiatives and delivery mechanisms, which include potential funding, have 
been identified to help achieve favourable condition for marine sites, including: 

• Introducing measures to manage fishing activities in MPAs. DAERA has
conducted a public consultation on proposed fisheries management measures
and is making progress towards the introduction of regulations to manage
fishing activities in MPAs;

• Initiating the development of a Blue Carbon Action Plan to protect and restore
habitats that are natural carbon stores.  A recent study estimated that 56 per
cent of blue carbon habitats are within the existing MPA network.

• Initiating the development of options for management of fast craft and
personal water craft in MPAs; and

• Providing oversight for the INTERREG VA Marine Protected Area
Management and Monitoring (MarPAMM) project, to develop regional and
cross border MPA management plans.
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Wild Birds 

Figure 5.3a Change to wild bird populations in Northern Ireland, 1996 – 2019, 56 
species 

Data Source: British Trust for Ornithology 

Northern Ireland's wild bird population is monitored as part of the UK 
(BTO/JNCC/RSPB) Breeding Bird Survey, which is undertaken annually at almost 
4,000 sites (1km grid squares) across the UK (119 in Northern Ireland during 2019). 
The Breeding Bird Survey is not designed to cover marine species and these are not 
included in the indicator. 

Due to the nature of the data analysis, the number of species for which trends are 
available can vary year-on-year. Previously, the Northern Ireland Wild Bird Indicator 
has been based on those species which are recorded in at least 30 Breeding Bird 
Survey squares, on average, since 1994. In 2019 information on trends was available 
for 37 of the most common species. A new approach to assessing the robustness of 
species trends in indicators and a shift of the time period assessed now allows the 
inclusion of data for species which occur in at least eight squares, other than those 
which are subject to large annual fluctuation or whose habitat is not adequately 
represented in the dataset. As a result, the new indictor is based on 56 species. The 
Breeding Bird Survey began in 1994 but there was very limited coverage in Northern 
Ireland initially. The indicator trend therefore starts from 1996.There is no figure for 
2001, due to the impact that the foot and mouth outbreak had on the collection of data, 
i.e. observers not being able to access many rural areas.

The indicator shows that wild bird abundance in Northern Ireland is at a similar level to 
that at the start of the Breeding Bird Survey but a steady, shallow decline has been 
occurring since around 2005. This trend appears to have been driven principally by the 
ongoing decline of bird numbers in agricultural land (see figure 5.3b). Between year 
changes varied considerably in size and direction between species. It should be noted 
that the Breeding Bird Survey sampling approach represents habitats largely in the 
proportions that they occur, and hence tends to produce robust trends only for our 
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commoner species. Breeding Bird Survey methods are not ideal for estimating numbers 
of some scarcer or seldom detected groups of birds, such as birds of prey, waders and 
other habitat specialists, and these are consequently under-represented in the index. 

Long-term trends among the 37 species reported annually by the Breeding Bird Survey 
show that some substantial increases by individual species have been recorded since 
the survey began. Trend data for the more widespread species are available for three 
time periods: long-term (1995-2018), medium-term (2008-2018) and annual (2018-19). 
It should be noted that not all species contributing to the overall indicator are 
increasing. Between 1995 and 2018, 17 of the 37 species have shown a statistically 
significant increasing trend while only two, Skylark and Greenfinch, have displayed a 
significant long-term decline. The long-term increases of more than ten-fold in Buzzard 
and 15-fold in Blackcap are particularly dramatic. Buzzards have undoubtedly 
benefitted from a reduction in persecution and use of persistent pesticides since the 
1970s, while the increase of the Blackcap in Ireland is likely to be linked to a 
combination of climate change, earlier laying and a general increase and north-westerly 
spread of the breeding population in Great Britain. 

The analysis of data for the medium-term indicates that numbers of Hooded Crow and 
Blackcap have increased by more than 50 per cent during the last ten years, while 
those of Linnet and Lesser Redpoll have halved. Sedge Warbler and Swallow have 
also shown substantial declines during the same period. The decline of Greenfinch, 
largely driven by the effects of Trichomonosis, a disease carried by a protozoan 
parasite, has continued but now appears to be slowing.  
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Wild Birds by Habitat Type 

Figure 5.3b Wild bird populations in Northern Ireland by habitat type, 1996 – 
2019 

Source: British Trust for Ornithology 

The inclusion of 56 species in the new indicator has allowed trends for species 
associated with particular habitats to be aggregated in the calculations. Trends are 
available for five habitat-specific groups of birds: Farmland, Woodland, Wetland, 
Upland and Urban. The species composition of these groups is shown in Table 5.3b, 
the trends are shown above, providing an indication of the relative health of bird 
populations in those habitats. Figure 5.3b shows the smoothed indicator trend for each 
habitat, a standard approach to reporting which reduces the influence of large year to 
year fluctuations in numbers detected and highlights the underlying trend. 

Farmland is the major habitat in Northern Ireland, here represented by 17 species, and 
the indicator associated with that habitat shows a marked decline over this 23 year 
period of 31 per cent. Of those 17 species, 13 species (76 per cent) are in decline, four 
of them by more than 60 per cent (Greenfinch, Kestrel, Lapwing and Grasshopper 
Warbler) and two species by around 50 per cent (Skylark and Yellowhammer). Four 
species (24 per cent) particularly Goldfinch but also Woodpigeon, Jackdaw and 
Starling, are increasing. Except for Starling, these patterns largely reflect the situation 
more broadly in the UK as a whole. Farmland birds in Northern Ireland have been 
exposed to similar pressures arising from agricultural intensification including 
increasing use of chemical pesticides and fertilisers, greater livestock densities and the 
loss of hedgerows but have been particularly affected by the decline of mixed farming, 
especially through the reduction of arable production, a switch from haymaking to 
multiple-cut silage and the drainage of wet meadows. 

The wetland species suite, six in total, is both limited (there is a lack of robust trends 
for a number of widespread species) and diverse taxonomically. This indicator of 
wetlands and waterways shows the strongest increase overall (30 per cent), over this 
23 year period. One species (Sedge Warbler) has declined, one (Cormorant) is stable 
and the other four species have increased, especially Mallard. The increase in Mallard 

0

40

80

120

160

1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019

In
de

x 
(1

99
6 

= 
10

0)

Farmland Woodland Wetland
Upland Urban All species

45



may, however, be influenced by the rearing and release of birds for wildfowling. This 
indicator lacks species trends for many widespread species associated with water, 
such as Coot, grebes, swans as well as most ducks and most waders, which are not 
detected on sufficient sites to monitor.  

Woodland is a relatively scarce habitat in Northern Ireland and many of the 20 
‘woodland’ species whose population trends comprise this indicator are likely to be 
occupying woody structures in farmland (treelines, hedgerows) as well as occupying 
wooded areas in built-up areas, such as gardens, rather than forests. The indicator is 
increasing and most species patterns reflect this. Of the 20 constituent species, five (25 
per cent) are in decline, particularly Spotted Flycatcher and Siskin (albeit based on 
small sample sizes). Populations of three species (15 per cent) are stable (Willow 
Warbler, Blue Tit and Chaffinch) and 12 species are increasing, especially Blackcap 
whose numbers have increased more than 10-fold. Great Tit, Treecreeper and Long-
tailed Tit have approximately doubled. Several of these species are likely to have 
benefitted from the increase in both commercial forestry and planting of amenity 
woodland since the start of the Breeding Bird Survey. 

Although the upland bird indicator shows an increase of 19 per cent since 1996, the 
species trends are split equally between positive and negative, with four species (50 
per cent) in decline and the other four increasing. The species declining most strongly 
are Curlew, Cuckoo and Wheatear, whereas Buzzard shows a very marked increase, 
and hence strongly influences the trajectory of this sub-indicator. This reflects the 
diverse pressures on this group of species. As for all indicators, species inclusion is a 
complex issue. In the current upland indicator, species associated with upland streams 
(such as Grey Wagtail) and species found in both upland and lowland habitats such as 
Curlew or Hooded Crow have been included. 

There are only five species considered to be strongly associated with urban habitats, 
and one of these (Pied Wagtail) is found in a wide range of habitats rather than being a 
true urban specialist. The urban bird indicator shows a marked increase of 28 per cent, 
driven by increases in four species, especially Collared Dove. Only Swift shows a 
decline. 
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Sustainable Land Management 

Figure 5.4 Northern Ireland agri-environment schemes, area under agreements, 
2001 – 2021 

Source: DAERA 

Agri-environment schemes delivered by The Department of Agriculture, Environment & 
Rural Affairs (DAERA) are voluntary and support farmers and landowners to manage 
their land to benefit the environment.   

In 2017 DAERA launched the Environmental Farming Scheme (EFS) 
(https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/topics/rural-development/environmental-farming-scheme-
efs ). This is a voluntary scheme under the NI Rural Development Programme 2014-
2020, which is part financed by the EU. It offers participants a 5-year agreement to 
deliver a range of environmental measures.  The EFS has been designed to address 
specific environmental needs, primarily related to biodiversity, climate change and 
water quality. It is targeted and prioritised to deliver maximum environmental benefit 
and value for money. 

The EFS has three levels:- 
• A Higher Level, primarily for environmentally designated sites - Special Area of

Conservation [SAC], Special Protection Area [SPA], RAMSAR, biological Areas of
Special Scientific Interest [ASSI] and for priority habitats and species;

• A Wider Level to deliver benefits across the countryside, outside of environmentally
designated areas; and

• A Group Level to facilitate co-operative action by Wider or Higher level farmers in
specific areas such as environmentally designated areas, priority habitats, or river
catchments.

Businesses can undertake to setup and manage a range of environmental measures in 
their EFS agreement. The first EFS agreements commenced on 1 July 2017, followed 
by Higher Level agreements on 1st January 2018. By the end of 2021 there are four 
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tranches of the scheme with almost 5,500 agreements covering 62,200 hectares of 
land.  
 
EFS Higher level agreements contain a site specific remedial management plan, with 
the aim of maintaining and enhancing the biodiversity value of the habitat. For example 
2,000 hectares of breeding wader bird sites and 28,500 hectares of Moorland habitat 
(which includes blanket bog) are under appropriate management. 
 
Under the EFS Wider Level by 2021 support was agreed for the completion of 2,500km 
of water quality measures (e.g. creation of riparian buffers and watercourse bank 
stabilisation).  Agreements were in place for scheme options which cover Biodiversity 
actions to be carried out across 1,100 hectares of farmland. There is support being 
provided for climate change actions through agreements on Agro-forestry, tree corridor 
planting, and for 545km of new native hedgerow planting in 2021.  
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Area of Woodland 

Figure 5.5 Area of new forest and woodland plantings by private landowners 
supported by grant aid and NI Forest Service planting, 2000/01 – 2021/22 

Source: Northern Ireland Forest Service 

In Northern Ireland, over 52 per cent of forests and woodlands are managed by Forest 
Service. https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/statistics/forestry-
statistics/ 

Grant support to encourage afforestation and sustainable management of non-Forest 
Service woodlands is provided by forestry measures in the 2014-2020 Rural 
Development Programme. In 2021/22, 422 hectares of new woodland (92 hectares 
conifer and 330 hectares broadleaf) were planted and part funded by the European 
Commission under the Forestry Grant Schemes. 
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6 Waste 

Waste and, especially, how we deal with it, is becoming an increasingly important 
issue. Waste is produced by households, by industrial processes, by the construction 
and demolition industry, through commercial activities and agricultural practices and by 
public services and utilities. Waste can affect the environment through its visual impact 
or by emissions to the air, groundwater and surface water as well as the contamination 
of land. 

This chapter reports on the amount of waste collected by local authorities which is sent 
for preparing for reuse, recycling, composting. 

Key points in this chapter: 

• In 2020/21, Northern Ireland’s household waste recycling rate was 50.9 per cent.
This was a 1.0 percentage point decrease compared to 2019/20.

• The recycling rate for all waste collected, both household and non-household
waste, was 50.0 per cent in 2020/21.

Other statistics related to waste collected by local authorities in Northern Ireland are 
available. 

The Local Authority Municipal Waste Management Statistics show that amount of 
waste sent for energy recovery via incineration has grown exponentially since 2006-07, 
whilst the proportion of waste sent to landfill has more than halved in the same 
timescale. 

Data tables and further information for this chapter can be found online. 
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Recycling (preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting) 

Figure 6.1 Waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting, 
2005/06 – 2020/21 

Source: DAERA 
Note: reuse was included with recycling and composting from 2012/13 onwards. The impact was small, 
adding 0.2 percentage points to the NI rate. 

Reuse, dry recycling and composting (referred to as ‘recycling’ for the rest of this 
section) is based on materials collected for recycling at the kerbside, civic amenity 
sites, bring sites and those collected by a third party, such as charities/voluntary 
groups. Recycling of waste is becoming much more common in Northern Ireland. The 
revised Northern Ireland Waste Management Strategy (Delivering Resource Efficiency, 
2013) proposed to achieve a 50 per cent recycling rate by 2020 for local authority 
collected household waste. 

In 2020/21, the tonnage of local authority collected municipal waste sent for preparing 
for reuse, dry recycling and composting reached a record high at 515,183 tonnes. The 
recycling rate was 50.0 per cent. This was a decrease from the 51.1 per cent recycling 
rate recorded in 2019/20. 

The recycling rate for household waste was 50.9 per cent in 2020/21. Again, this was a 
decrease on the 2019/20 recycling rate of 51.9 per cent. The proportion of household 
waste sent for preparing for reuse was 0.2 per cent, dry recycling made up 23.7 per 
cent and composting was 26.9 per cent.  
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7 Historic Environment 
 
The historic environment is everything that has been created by people over time. 
Northern Ireland has a rich heritage of archaeological sites, monuments, buildings 
historic landscapes and maritime features that form this environment and represent the 
aspirations and achievements of past societies, providing evidence of settlement, 
agricultural, industrial and ritual activity from 9,000 years ago to the present day.  
 
This chapter looks at the numbers of designated heritage assets in Northern Ireland, 
including those which are at risk. Key points in this chapter: 
 

• In 2020/21, there were a total of 2,012 scheduled historic monuments protected 
under Article 3 of the Historic Monuments and Archaeological Objects (NI) Order 
1995. Overall there has been a 33 per cent increase in the number of scheduled 
monuments since 2001/02.   

• Listed buildings are those of special architectural or historic interest, and provide 
an indication of the extent of this historical architectural resource. There has been 
a modest increase in the number of buildings listed in recent years with a total of 
9,020 statutory listings in 2020/21, compared with 8,191 in 2003/04.  

• Buildings that are classified as ‘at risk’ in Northern Ireland are recorded on the 
online Heritage at Risk in Northern Ireland (HARNI) register. In 2020/21, there 
were 762 historic buildings and structures on this database, an increase of 142 
compared to 2019/20. 

• During 2020/21, £58,886 in funding was spent on 6 grants to repair listed 
buildings. 

 
Data tables and further information for this chapter can be found online. 
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Monuments 
 
Figure 7.1a Total number of scheduled historic monuments, 2001/02 – 2020/21 
 

 
Source: DfC Historic Environment Division 
 
Scheduled historic monuments comprise a selection of the most important or most rare 
and vulnerable of our archaeological sites. They include a range of site types, such as 
megalithic tombs, prehistoric and early Christian ritual and settlement earthworks, 
church and castle ruins and features of industrial, defence or maritime heritage 
importance. These sites are generally in private ownership and the purpose of 
scheduling is to provide statutory protection to them and to improve or stabilise their 
condition through advice and guidance. Monuments are monitored for condition and 
risk by field monument wardens. From April 2015, a risk based inspection regime has 
been employed ensuring that the most vulnerable monuments receive increased 
inspections aimed toward improving their condition. 
 
There were 4 monuments newly scheduled during 2020/21. The recorded numbers of 
scheduled monuments have increased since 2001/02 reflecting ongoing survey, 
designation and assessment. The figures provide an indication of this aspect of the rich 
cultural and built heritage of Northern Ireland, an increasingly important source of “soft 
power” and an important contributor to the Northern Ireland economy, through 
attracting tourism and filming. Overall there has been a 33 per cent increase in the 
number of scheduled monuments rising from 1,513 in 2001/02 to 2,012 in 2020/21. 
 
The trend is a general increase as new sites are selected for scheduling each year, 
against criteria established in policy (https://www.communities-
ni.gov.uk/publications/criteria-scheduling-historic-monuments-and-listing-buildings-
special-architectural-or-historic ) and to better reflect and protect the array of cultural 
heritage across Northern Ireland. Amendments to existing entries in the schedule are 
also occasionally made on the basis of new evidence. Scheduled monuments are 
managed by their owners under Historic Environment Division guidance.  
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Figure 7.1b Number of scheduled monument consent applications received, 
2001/02 – 2020/21 

Source: DfC Historic Environment Division 

Scheduled Monument Consent must be sought and granted for proposed works which may 
alter or disturb the fabric of a Scheduled historic monument, its ground surface or setting. 
Many Scheduled historic monuments are located in rural areas and these owners tend to 
come from within the agricultural sector. Prior to 2004/05, applications for Consent ran at 
numbers below 30 per year. From 2006/07 to 2017/18, applications ranged from 45 to 70. 
Application numbers increased in 2018/19 and reached 97 in 2019/20, the highest number 
presented in the time series above. The number of applications for Consent in 2020/21 was 
76. An increase in government and local council projects, such as trails and site
infrastructure, to aid well-being and tourism activities is one reason for the increase in
numbers in recent years.
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Listed Buildings  

Figure 7.2 Number of listed buildings by grade, 2003/04 – 2020/21 

Source: DfC Historic Environment Division 

Listed buildings are those of special architectural or historic interest and represent our 
most important historic buildings. 

All of Northern Ireland was surveyed between 1970 and 1995 and suitable buildings 
were protected by listing. Such structures can range from large stately homes to small 
gate screens but all must meet the test of Section 80 of the Planning Act (Northern 
Ireland) 2011 that they must be of 'special architectural or historic interest'. 

The number of listed buildings in 2020/21 was 9,020, an increase of 10 per cent 
compared to 2003/04 (8,191). Some listings include multiple buildings, therefore, the 
total number of buildings protected in this way is slightly higher.   

A second, area based survey of all historic buildings (the Second Survey) has been 
underway since 1997 and is largely responsible for the increase. However, it should be 
noted that a significant number of buildings have also been found to no longer meet the 
legislative test as part of this process and have therefore been removed.  

Budget to carry out the survey significantly reduced in 2014/15 and the increase in 
subsequent years is due to the processing of existing records. That is likely to reduce over 
the next few years as this reserve of data is exhausted. 

The number of grade B buildings is expected to continue to reduce over time. Most of these 
buildings are churches which were ineligible for grant aid in 1986 when the B category was 
split into grade B1 and B2 for grant purposes. Grade B buildings are being allocated to either 
the B1 or B2 category as part of the Second Survey. 

More detail on the grading of listing buildings can be found on page 17 of ‘Criteria for the 
Scheduling of Historic Monuments and the Listing of Buildings of Special Architectural or 

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

2003/04

2004/05

2005/06

2006/07

2007/08

2008/09

2009/10

2010/11

2011/12

2012/13

2013/14

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

2019/20

2020/21

N
um

be
r o

f l
is

te
d 

bu
ild

in
gs

 b
y 

gr
ad

e

A B+ B B1 B2

55



Historic Interest, with associated procedures’ (May 2019): https://www.communities-
ni.gov.uk/publications/criteria-scheduling-historic-monuments-and-listing-buildings-special-
architectural-or-historic. 

Records of all listed buildings are published on the Northern Ireland Buildings Database at: 
www.communities-ni.gov.uk/services/buildings-database 
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Buildings and Monuments at Risk 

Figure 7.3 Number of buildings and monuments at risk, 2003/04 – 2020/21 

Source: DfC Historic Environment Division 

A listed building or structure is at risk when its condition and management is deemed to be 
poor and unsustainable, placing the building or structure under threat of deterioration and/or 
demolition. 

Such listed buildings, structures and some scheduled monuments are recorded on an on-
line database: the Heritage at Risk in Northern Ireland (HARNI) register. 

The HARNI register provides an indicator of changes in the number of buildings judged to be 
at risk. Significant effort was put into updating records in 2020/21 resulting in an increase in 
the number of buildings and monuments recorded as being at risk. In 2020/21, there were 
762 buildings and structures on the HARNI database, an increase of 142 compared to 
2019/20.  

The number of buildings on the register can be expected to rise as more detailed information 
is made available through surveys.   

Between 2003/04 and 2020/21, 315 buildings and monuments were removed from the list 
because they were conserved. 
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National Statistics 

National Statistics status means that our statistics meet the highest standards of 
trustworthiness, quality and public value, and it is our responsibility to maintain 
compliance with these standards. 

These statistics were first designated as National Statistics, and underwent a full 
assessment against the Code of Practice, in September 2013 by the UK Statistics 
Authority https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/statistics-on-the-
environment-and-waste-management-in-northern-ireland  

No official compliance checks have been completed since, however, we have 
continued to comply with the Code of Practice since designation and have made the 
following improvements: 

- Added more value by consulting on the report in 2017 [https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-ni-environmental-statistics-report] and
attending and presenting at the DAERA statistics user group meeting
[DAERAstats-user-group].

- Ongoing quality assurance of the indicators contained within the report by
reviewing methods and indicators annually.

- Improved statistical output by creating infographics to accompany the report and
tables https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-environmental-
statistics-report-2021.

- Sought and implemented recommendations from GSS good practice team to
improve the publication.

- In 2020, consulted with senior managers and internal users to streamline the
content to concentrate on first released statistics and statistics that were
produced for PfG monitoring.
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