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Linkage to Council Strategy (2021-25) 

Strategic Theme Improvement and Innovation 

Outcome Council maintains its performance as the most efficient of NI’s 
local authorities 

Lead Officer Head of Planning 

Budgetary Considerations 

Cost of Proposal Remain within budget at Year End

Included in Current Year Estimates 

Capital/Revenue 

Code 34001 

Staffing Costs 

Screening 
Requirements

Required for new or revised Policies, Plans, Strategies or Service Delivery 
Proposals.

Section 75 
Screening 

Screening Completed:   N/A Date: 

EQIA Required and 
Completed:  

N/A Date: 

Rural Needs 
Assessment 
(RNA) 

Screening Completed N/A Date:  

RNA Required and 
Completed:         

N/A Date: 

Data Protection 
Impact 
Assessment 
(DPIA) 

Screening Completed:         N/A Date: 

DPIA Required and 
Completed:

N/A Date: 

Title of Report: Cross-Boundary Application by NIE 

Committee 
Report 
Submitted To:

Planning Committee 

Date of Meeting: 22 March 2023

For Decision or 
For Information 

For Decision 
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FOR DECISION 

1.0 Background 

1.1 A planning application has been received by both Mid and East Antrim Borough 
Council and Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council by NIE for an 11kv 
overhead line from Cloughmills to Cushendall.  The majority of the total proposed 
development lies within Mid and East Antrim Borough Council (see attached map). 

2.0 Details

2.1 Under Articles 7 and 9 of the Local Government Act (NI) 2014, councils can 
discharge their functions jointly or a council may arrange for its functions to be 
discharged by another council. 

2.2 Prior to validation of the application clarification is required as to whether NIE needs 
to submit two planning applications (one to each council area) and splitting the 
application fee of £868 or whether NIE can submit one application to one council who 
will deal with the entire development.   

2.3 The site lies within both the Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council Area and 
the Mid and East Antrim Borough Council area.  Within Causeway Coast and Glens 
Borough Council area the site is located within the Antrim Coast and Glens Area of 
Outstanding Beauty. 

3.0  Options 

3.1 There are three options from which to choose a course of action.  

(a) Advise applicant/agent to submit two applications, one to Causeway Coast and 
Glens Borough Council for the extension and one to Mid and East Antrim Borough 
Council. 

This option will allow both Council Areas to retain control of their respective areas.  

(b) Discharge the planning functions to Mid and East Antrim Borough Council and allow 
the applicant/agent to submit one application for the entire scheme to be processed 
and considered by Mid and East Antrim Borough Council. This is subject to 
agreement by Mid and East Antrim Borough Council. 

This option will allow Mid and East Antrim Borough Council to process the entire 
scheme. Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council will be consulted on the 
determination of the application. 

(c) Retain the planning function and take responsibility for the planning functions for the 
Mid and East Antrim Borough Council part of the site and allow the applicant to 
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submit one application for the entire scheme and process and consider the entire 
scheme. This is subject to agreement by Mid and East Antrim Borough Council. 

This option will allow Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council to process the 
entire scheme for the overhead line.  This will require consultation with Mid and East 
Antrim Borough Council on the determination of the application. 

4.0  Recommendation 
4.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that Members note the content of the report and agree on 

one of the options referred to at 2.1 above and for the Head of Planning to respond to 
Mid and East Antrim Borough Council.


























