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Department for Communities (DfC) – Council 
Consultation on Proposed Listing. 

18th December 2019 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
For Decision 
 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 
Strategic Theme Outcome 

Leader and Champion  Our Elected Members will provide civic leadership to 
our citizens working to promote the Borough as an 
attractive place to live, work, invest and visit. 

Protect the 
environment in which 
we live 

 All environments in the area will benefit from pro-active 
decision making which protects the natural features, 
characteristics and integrity of the Borough. 

Lead Officer Local Development Plan Manager 

Cost: (If applicable) N/A 

 

 
1.0 Background 
   
1.1   The Department for Communities (DfC);HED wrote to Council on 29th November 

2019 advising that they are considering a listing within the Borough, under 
Section 80(1) of The Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 (see Appendix 1). 

 
2.0 Detail 
 
2.1 Revised Annex C of PPS6: Planning, Archaeology and the Built Environment 

(see Appendix 2), sets out the grading categories of listed buildings in Northern 
Ireland. 

 
2.2 The proposed “B2” Grade listing is as follows: 
 

 Music Centre, 23 Charles Street, Ballymoney, BT53 6DX (also known as the 
Ballymoney Performing Arts Centre). 

 
 

3.0 Options 
 
 Option 1: Agree to support the listing: or 
 

 Option 2: Agree to oppose the listing. 
 

 
4.0 Recommendation 
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4.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that Members agree to Option 1 or 2 above (as detailed 

at Appendix 1) and to the Head of Planning responding to DfC on behalf of 
Council. 

 
 
Appendices: 
 
Appendix 1: DfC Consultation Report – proposed listing. 
Appendix 2: Grading Categories for Listed Buildings in Northern Ireland. 



















  Page 1 of 1 

 

Appendix 3 
 
 
Grading of Listed Buildings:  
(Taken from section C22 of PPS 6: revised Annex C: Criteria for Listing) 
 
Buildings listed by the Department are divided into four grades; A, B+, B1 and B2 to 
give an indication of their relative importance. Gradings in Northern Ireland (unlike 
elsewhere in the UK) are not statutory. The categories contained within the list can be 
defined as follows:   
 

 Grade A: buildings of greatest importance to Northern Ireland including both 
outstanding architectural set-pieces and the least altered examples of each 
representative style, period and type.   
 

 Grade B+: high quality buildings that because of exceptional features, interiors or 
environmental qualities are clearly above the general standard set by grade B1 
buildings. Also buildings which might have merited Grade A status but for detracting 
features such as an incomplete design, lower quality additions or alterations.   
 
Grade B1: good examples of a particular period or style. A degree of alteration or 
imperfection of design may be acceptable. Generally B1 is chosen for buildings that 
qualify for listing by virtue of a relatively wide selection of attributes. Usually these will 
include interior features or where one or more features are of exceptional quality and/or 
interest.  
 

 Grade B2: special buildings which meet the test of the legislation. A degree of alteration 
or imperfection of design may be acceptable. B2 is chosen for buildings that qualify for 
listing by virtue of only a few attributes. An example would be a building sited within a 
conservation area where the quality of its architectural appearance or interior raises it 
appreciably above the general standard of buildings within the conservation area. 
 
 


