Garvagh Forest Trails Development 12th February 2019
(Capital Works Project to Develop trails at Garvagh Forest)

To: The Leisure and Development Committee
For Decision

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19)

Strategic Theme Protecting and enhancing our environment and assets
Prosperity, Health & Wellbeing & Cohesive Community
Outcome Improved recreational facilities
Lead Officer Head of Tourism & Recreation
Coast & Countryside Manager
Cost: (If applicable) £1,000 per annum lease.

The purpose of this report is to seek approval from Members on the Lease and
Licence Agreement for Garvagh Forest Multi-use and Cycling Trails.

Background

In September 2018 Council approved progression to Stage 3 of the Capital Works process
(appointment of a contractor and construction of the works) for Garvagh Forest Multi-use
and Cycling Trails.

The trail incorporates13 kilometres of multi-use and cycling trails at Garvagh Forest which
involves enhancing the existing walking product, through the extension of walking trails by a
further 5 kilometres, and the inclusion of mountain cycle trails. Works are currently ongoing.

Key elements include:

e Site clearance.

e Trail construction.

e Site improvements / carpark extension / trail head interpretation and data collection.
Maintenance Costs

In December 2017 members were advised that as the project was located within Forest
Service estate, Council would have to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) which
would lead to a specific licence agreement for the project. Under the terms of the MOU, the
Lease Agreement and the Licence Agreement, Council will be responsible for the delivery
and maintenance of all recreational aspects within the defined perimeters set out in each
agreement. (The Lease Agreement refers to the carpark and adjacent forest land and the
Licence Agreement refers to the rest of the Forest area).

The Council will be required to;

o Manage the mountain bike trails and other associated recreational facilities within the
site.

¢ Inspect and monitor the lands removing any unauthorised structures.
e Manage public use of the land.

e Manage access for contractors appointed by Council to carry out works on the lands
(excluding Forestry operations).
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¢ Install and manage all sighage and interpretation within the defined area.

Full details of the Council’s obligations are listed within the Licence and Lease Agreements
for Garvagh attached at Annex A.

Duration of Agreements
The Licence and Lease are both for a period of 20 years.

Cost

As set by Land and Property Services, the rent on the Lease Agreement is £1000 per annum
for the duration of the Lease.

Recommendation

The Leisure and Development Committee are asked to approve the Lease and Licence
Agreements to allow Council to operate the recreational facilities at Garvagh Forest,
including the 18km of Forest Multi-use and Cycling Trails.

Garvagh MTB Page 2 of 2 L&D 190212





































































































































































