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Ballymoney Community Facilities 10th May 2016 

To: The Leisure and Development Committee 
For Decision 

 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 
Strategic Theme Resilient, Healthy & Engaged Communities. 
Outcome Council will work to develop and promote stable and 

cohesive communities across the Borough. 
Lead Officer Julie Welsh - Head of Community & Culture.  

Louise Scullion – Community Development Manager. 
Cost: (If applicable) N/A 
 
The purpose of the Report is to provide an update, further to the 8th March Leisure & 
Development Committee meeting in relation to: 
 

 Availability and capacity within existing facilities in Ballymoney in general; 

 Updated position in relation to ownership of Social Centre, Edward Street, 
Ballymoney and current condition of the building; 

 Discussions with key players in relation to Ballymoney Music Centre. 
 

Background - Audit of facilities available for community use in Ballymoney 
 

An Audit of Need and Options Appraisal was carried out in relation to community facilities in 
Ballymoney town in order to inform decision making around future investment in community 
facilities in Ballymoney. In summary the following are the key findings in relation to the 
scoping exercise of existing facilities: 
 
There are at least 48 facilities in the Ballymoney Town area with facilities, some of which are 
open to the public and others which are restricted in their use for their members/ 
congregations.  Others, while being church based are willing to open up their facilities to 
other groups, but they still have to go through a booking process that has to be approved by 
a committee before they can use the facility.   
 
Annex A, attached, contains a list of all known community facilities in Ballymoney town.  A 
code has been allocated to each facility which demonstrates if they are open to all, if there is 
some restrictive access, or if they are available in the main for their members or 
congregations only.   
 
Social Centre, Edward Street, Ballymoney 
 

Since it was established the Council does not own the property, further investigations 
revealed that the Evergreen Club owns the Social Centre building and it is held in trust by 
Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action (NICVA).  
 
The Evergreen Club could dispose of the asset, on the agreement of NICVA, and on the 
basis that the proceeds are used for the purpose that the facility was built i.e. activities for 
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older people.  If the Club were to fold or leave the facility then NICVA would in the first 
instance try to accommodate user groups delivering similar objectives. 
 
NICVA has no financial interest in the facility and their role is to act as ‘guardians or 
trustees’. Since Council does not own the building it has no powers to carry out any work on 
the building, including maintenance or upgrade.  
 
A Building Engineering Condition Report had been commissioned by estate services on the 
Social Centre (Annex B Engineering Condition Report attached), which indicated in 
summary that there was no immediate risk to life from normal use of the building, however, 
the state of the electrical infrastructure is very poor and needs some immediate remedial 
work carried out, at an approximate cost of £13,500. Full replacement of the electrical 
infrastructure is recommended within the next 5 years at an estimated cost of £46,000. The 
immediate work, if undertaken, would be ‘dead money’ as full replacement includes this 
repair work. 
 
An initial meeting took place with Council officers and the Evergreen Club and NICVA in 
April to discuss the matter and to explore a range of options on how to move forward. A 
follow up meeting has been arranged by officers with both the Evergreen Club and NICVA in 
order to identify and explore these options. Clarity is currently being sought in relation to the 
liabilities of Council and the Evergreen Club in relation to insurance and operating costs.  It 
is therefore recommended that for an interim period of 6 months Council agrees to maintain 
the existing arrangements in relation to operation of the facility.  
 
Former Ballymoney Music Centre 

 

Contact has been made with all the various organisations that have previously put forward 
development proposals for the former Music Centre, or who have indicated an interest in 
tenancy within the Centre. The groups that have been contacted at this initial stage are: 

 Ballymoney Regeneration Company. 

 Ballymoney & District Cultural and Heritage Society. 

 North Antrim Regional Ulster Scots Hub. 

 Ullans Group. 

 Ballymoney Community Resource Centre. 

 Compass Advocacy Network. 
 

An introductory meeting is scheduled to take place on 6th May in order to hear what plans 
the groups had for the centre, to look at how what their level of commitment is in relation to 
taking forward a capital renovation project and to look at options for the building and how to 
progress. Depending on the outcome of the meeting, further consultation with potential user 
groups on a wider scale will be scheduled. Progress will be reported back to Council in due 
course. 
  
Recommendation 
 

a) Council maintains the existing operating arrangements for the Social Centre in 
Ballymoney for an interim period of 6 months i.e. responsibility for all operating costs 
including insurances, rates and utilities. 
 

b) Council officers to liaise with the Evergreen Club and NICVA to identify and explore 
options in relation to Social Centre, which may or may not require Council 
consideration.  
 

 






































